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1. Emergency Drills: HB 1630 / SB 1685 (Public Chapter 575)  

Sponsored by Representative Pitts and Senator Bowling 

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, removes a teacher's duty to 

perform fire drills, intruder drills, or any other safety or emergency drills. - Amends TCA 

Section 49-5-201. 

Previously, Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-5-201(a)(6) required teachers to give: (1) one full 

evacuation fire drill during every month of the school year, with an additional fire drill to 

be conducted within the first fifteen days of operation; (2) one intruder drill within the 

first thirty days of operation; and (3) three additional safety drills during the school year.  

House Bill 1630/Senate Bill 1685 deleted this language from the Code.  There has been 

some concern that this bill removed any requirement that teachers participate in fire 

drills, but the bill removed only the requirement that teachers call fire drills and cleared 

up any redundancy in the Code.  Even though Tenn. Code Ann. § 49-5-201(a)(6) has now 

been deleted from the Code, teachers are still required to participate in fire and safety 

drills. 

Under Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-102-137, in conjunction with the state fire marshal, schools 

are required to conduct a fire drill requiring the full evacuation of the building within the 

first thirty days of operation and safety drills not requiring full evacuation of the building 

at least three times during each school year.  Records of these fire and safety drills are to 

be kept in the school’s offices and made available to the state fire marshal for inspection 

upon request.  Failure to comply with this section is a Class C misdemeanor.  See Tenn. 

Code Ann. § 68-102-139. 

The State Board of Education also has rules requiring fire drills and safety inspection 

plans.  Board Rule 0520-01-03.03(18) mandates that each school have a disaster 

preparedness plan (including fire, tornado, earthquake, flood, bomb threat, and armed 

intrusion) and that each school practice emergency safety procedures.  This rule places 

the onus on the school principal to ensure compliance with the rule, and teachers must 

participate in fire and/or safety drills called by school administration. 

Therefore, House Bill 1630/Senate Bill 1685 has no effect on a teacher’s duty to comply 

with fire and safety drills called pursuant to Tenn. Code Ann. § 68-102-137 and the State 

Board of Education Rules and Regulations.  Rather, the bill simply removed any 

requirement that teachers initiate fire drills and clarifies that fire drills in schools should 

be conducted pursuant to the school’s safety plan in conjunction with the fire marshal.  
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2. IEA Program: HB 1568 / SB 1735 (Public Chapter 620)  

Sponsored by Representative Moody and Senator Gresham  

Education - As enacted, allows a student attending a Tennessee school for the first time 

rather than attending a Tennessee public school for the first time to be eligible for an 

individualized education account, if the student also meets other requirements; allows the 

department of education to remit funds to individualized education accounts at least 

quarterly rather than quarterly. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 10, Part 14. 

This bill revises certain eligibility and administration requirements under the 

Individualized Education Act.  As enacted, PC 620 allows a student attending a Tennessee 

school for the first time rather than attending a Tennessee public school for the first time 

to be eligible for an individualized education account, if the student also meets other 

requirements.   

Under the Act, eligible students receive an individualized education account (IEA) 

containing funds for the student to be educated at a nonpublic school.  An "eligible 

student" means a resident of this state who: 

(1) Is a child with one of the following disabilities: autism, deaf-blindness, hearing or vision 
impairments, intellectual disability, orthopedic impairments, or traumatic brain injury;  

(2) Has an individualized education plan (IEP) in effect at the time the department receives 
the request for participation in the program; and 

(3) Meets at least one of the following requirements: 
(A) Was previously enrolled in a Tennessee public school during the two semesters 

immediately preceding the semester in which the student receives an IEA; 
(B) Is attending a Tennessee public school for the first time; or 
(C) Received an IEA in the previous school year. 

 
In administering the IEA program, the Act requires the department of education to remit 

funds to a participating student's IEA account on a quarterly basis. 

This bill removes the public school requirement in (3)(A) and revises the remittance of 

funds to a student's IEA account from "quarterly" to "at least quarterly." 
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3. Non-Recurring Funds for Priority Schools: HB 1756 / SB 1858 (Public Chapter 622)  

Sponsored by Representative Love and Senator Tate 

Education - As enacted, specifies that excluded expenditures include nonrecurring funds for 

priority schools in regard to provisions governing local government appropriating funds for 

education for nonrecurring expenditures and such funds being excluded from the 

maintenance of local funding requirement and from any apportionment requirement for 

local transportation funding. - Amends TCA Title 5; Title 6; Title 7 and Title 49. 

Under present law, if in any fiscal year a local government appropriates funds for 

education for nonrecurring expenditures evidenced by a written agreement with the LEA 

establishing the nonrecurring use of the funds, the funds are excluded from the 

maintenance of local funding requirement and from any apportionment requirement for 

local transportation funding.  Before any such agreement takes effect, it is subject to 

review by the department of education to ensure the nonrecurring nature of the 

expenditures. 

As enacted, PC 622 specifies that excluded expenditures include nonrecurring funds for 

priority schools in regard to provisions governing local government appropriating funds 

for education for nonrecurring expenditures, and such funds being excluded from the 

maintenance of local funding requirement and from any apportionment requirement for 

local transportation funding. 

 

4. Suicide Prevention: HB 2071 / SB 1992 (Public Chapter 623)  

Sponsored by Representative Littleton and Senator Roberts  

Education - As enacted, requires the department of education to establish a model policy on 

suicide prevention; requires an LEA to adopt its own policy or the model policy on suicide 

prevention. - Amends TCA Title 33 and Title 49. 

Prior to the enactment of this bill as Public Chapter No. 623, LEAs were required to give 

at least two hours of in-service training on suicide prevention education to its principals 

and teachers each school year.  Now, however, all employees of an LEA will be required 

to attend the annual suicide prevention training.  This includes teacher assistants, 

janitors, bus drivers, cafeteria workers, receptionists, office workers, and all other LEA 

employees. 

Also, each LEA is now required to develop and adopt a policy on student suicide 

prevention, and this is to be done in consultation with school and community 

stakeholders, school-employed mental health professionals, and suicide prevention 

experts.  At a minimum, the policies should address procedures regarding suicide 
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prevention, intervention, and postvention.  A model policy will be developed by the 

Department of Education, in consultation with the Office of Crisis Services and Suicide 

Prevention of the Department Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services and the 

Department of Health, and rather than developing and adopting its own policy pursuant 

to the terms above, an LEA can adopt the Department of Education’s model policy. 

Finally, the Act provides a safe harbor for LEAs.  It expressly provides that no cause of 

action arises for any loss or damage caused by the implementation of the suicide 

prevention policy and training – or the lack thereof – now required by the Act. 

 

5. Physical Activity: HB 2148 / SB 1983 (Public Chapter 669) 

Sponsored by Representative Ragan and Senator Bowling 

Students - As enacted, requires LEAs to provide students with certain periods of physical 

activity depending on grade level; deletes an obsolete reporting requirement; requires the 

office of coordinated school health in the department of education to provide an annual 

report regarding this act. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, 

Chapter 6. 

Prior to the enactment of this bill as Public Chapter No. 669, LEAs were required to 

integrate a minimum of 90 minutes of physical activity per week into the instructional 

school day for elementary and secondary students.  This could include walking, jumping 

rope, playing volleyball or other forms of physical activity, but it could not include walking 

to and from class. 

For students in grades 7 through 12, this requirement remains the same.  However, this 

bill changed the physical activity requirements for students in grades K-6.  For 

Kindergarten and 1st Grade students, LEAs must now integrate a minimum of three 15-

minute periods of “non-structured physical activity” per day, and for students in 2nd 

through 6th Grades, LEAs must integrate a minimum of two 20 minute periods of “non-

structured physical activity” at least 4 days a week.  A “non-structured physical activity” is 

“a temporary withdrawal or cessation from usual school work or sedentary activities 

during which an opportunity for rigorous physical activity is provided,” but it cannot 

include walking to and from class.  These physical activity requirements are to be in 

addition to, rather than a replacement of, the current physical education program in a 

school. 

As it has in the past, the Office of Coordinated School Health will continue to provide 

annual reports about the implementation of these physical activity requirements by 

August 1 each year.  The report will include information such as the percentage of 
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schools in compliance with the required periods of physical activity, the type of physical 

activities being use to meet the requirements, any barriers that limit full compliance, and 

innovative methods used by schools to comply with the requirements. 

 

6. SBOE Charter Authorizer Fee: HB 1807 / SB 1731 (Public Chapter 673)  

Sponsored by Representative H. Brooks and Senator Gresham  

Education, State Board of - As enacted, provides for an annual authorizer fee to be paid to 

the state board if the state board is the chartering authority of a charter school. - Amends 

TCA Title 49, Chapter 13.  

Under this bill, the initial authorizer fee of up to 4 percent of the charter school's per 

student state and local funding will be allocated to the state board for the first two 

school years in which the state board oversees charter schools.  Beginning with the third 

school year and thereafter, the state board will receive an annual authorizer fee of up to 

3 percent of such funding.   

This bill requires the state board to set the percentage of a charter school's per student 

state and local funding that the state board will receive as the annual authorizer fee for 

the next school year.  This percentage will apply to all charter schools for which the state 

board is the chartering authority.  

This bill requires the state board to use the authorizer fee exclusively for fulfilling 

authorizing obligations in accordance with present law.  If, for any school year, the total 

amount of authorizer fees collected by the state board exceeds the amount used by the 

state board to perform its authorizing duties, the state board must distribute the amount 

remaining to its authorized charter schools.  The state board must develop a process to 

refund the unused fees to its authorized charter schools in the school year immediately 

following the school year in which the unused fees were collected by the state board.  

This bill requires the state board to publicly report the total amount of authorizer fees 

collected in the previous school year and the authorizing obligations fulfilled using the 

fee.  The report must also be posted on the state board's web site. 
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7. AED Training: HB 1974 / SB 2088 (Public Chapter 677)  

Sponsored by Representative Ramsey and Senator Overbey  

Education - As enacted, requires schools having automatic external defibrillators (AEDs) to 

have annual training in the use of AEDs and an annual CPR/AED drill for school personnel; 

requires students in junior high or senior high to receive training in the use of AEDs during 

CPR instruction and, if the school has an AED, participate in a CPR/AED drill; exempts 

schools operated by or under contract with the department of children's services. - Amends 

TCA Title 49. 

Present law requires that any public school that obtains an authorized external 

defibrillator (AED) to comply with general requirements that apply to all entities that 

obtain an AED, including ensuring that expected AED users complete training and 

demonstrate competence in CPR and the use of an AED through a course of instruction 

approved by the Tennessee Emergency Medical Services Board.   

This bill adds to present law, by requiring any public school having one or more AEDs to 

schedule annual AED training for all school personnel.  Staff meetings or in-service days 

for training programs in emergency first aid and CPR may be used, in whole or in part, for 

the purposes of this bill.  The full text of this bill describes the content of the AED 

training. 

In addition to training, this bill requires a school having one or more AEDs to conduct an 

annual CPR and AED drill for school personnel to practice the use of these life saving 

measures and to evaluate the school's preparedness in the event of a sudden cardiac 

arrest. 

Present law authorizes the state board of education to provide for a program of 

instruction on CPR techniques commensurate with the learning expectations within the 

lifetime wellness curriculum for public junior or senior high schools.  This bill adds that 

the program of instruction for CPR for public junior or senior high schools must include 

AED instruction, if the school has an AED.  This bill exempts schools operated by or under 

contract with the department of children's services. 
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8. School Grading System: HB 155 / SB 300 (Public Chapter 680)  

Sponsored by Representative Casada and Senator Gresham 

Education - As enacted, requires the department of education to develop a school grading 

system that assigns A, B, C, D, and F letter grades to schools. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 

6. 

As enacted, PC 680 requires the department of education to develop a school grading 

system that assigns A, B, C, D, and F letter grades to schools.  The grading system will be 

based on the following criteria:  

1) Student performance on the Tennessee comprehensive assessment program (TCAP) 

tests or end-of-course exams; 

2) Student growth as indicated by Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System (TVASS) 

data or data from other measures of student growth; and 

3) Other outcome indicators of student achievement that the department finds to be 

reliable measures of school performance.  

The department of education shall include each school’s A, B, C, D, or F grade on the 

state report card.  Implementation of the school grading system begins in the 2017-2018 

school year; however, prior to implementation, the state board is required to review the 

grading scale developed by the department.   

 

9. Officiate Background Checks: HB 2260 / SB 2118 (Public Chapter 710)  

Sponsored by Representative Forgety and Senator Tracy  

Education - As enacted, requires referees or officiates of interscholastic athletic events to 

submit to a criminal background investigation and provide a fingerprint sample; exempts 

the referees and officiates from the criminal background investigation and requirement to 

provide a fingerprint sample if they have undergone a satisfactory background check as a 

condition of registration for work as an official for interscholastic athletic contests. - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 5, Part 4. 
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10. TNReady Opt-Out: SB 1419 / SB 2508 (Public Chapter 712) 

Sponsored by Representative McCormick and Senator Gresham  

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, revises provisions governing the 

evaluation of teachers and principals. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This caption bill was used to address the situation with TNReady, and allows teachers the 

option to exclude TNReady results for this school year from their evaluation scores for 

the next three school years.  For the 2015-2016 through 2017-2018 school years, the 

student growth evaluation composites for the 2015-2016 school year shall be excluded 

from a teacher or principal’s evaluation if it would result in a higher score for the teacher 

or principal.  Also for the 2015-2016 through 2017-2018 school years, the most recent 

year’s student growth evaluation composite will account for the full 35% of growth date 

for the teacher’s evaluation if using the current year’s composite would result in a higher 

evaluation score.  Finally, for teachers without access to individual growth data 

representative of student growth, 30% of the evaluation criteria shall be comprised of 

student achievement with 15% of the evaluation based on student growth and 

represented by TVAAS evaluation composites.  In the 2015-2016 school year, however, 

none of the evaluation criteria representative of student growth shall be based on 

TVAAS, unless including it would result in a higher evaluation score for the teacher. 

 

11. Home School Student Exams: HB 2190 / SB 2392 (Public Chapter 732)  

Sponsored by Representative Matheny and Senator Bell  

Schools, Home - As enacted, requires schools to provide notice on their web sites of the date 

of the school's administration of the AP and PSAT/NMSQT examinations, the availability of 

such examinations, and any financial assistance for low income students; requires that 

home school students be permitted to take the AP and PSAT/NMSQT examinations at any 

public school offering such examinations. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 30. 

To provide home school students the opportunity to take certain examinations 

administered to public school students, this Act requires public schools that administer 

Advanced Placement (AP) tests or the Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 

Qualifying Test (PSAT) to provide notice on the school’s website that it will administer the 

exams.  The notice must include (1) the availability of the AP and PSAT tests and (2) the 

availability of outside financial assistance to low-income and needy students to take 

these tests.  Furthermore, public schools must allow home school students to take these 

exams when they are administered.  This Act went into effect on April 7, 2016. 
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12. TOSS Associate Membership: HB 2261 / SB 2117 (Public Chapter 733) 

Sponsored by Representative Forgety and Senator Tracy  

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, opens membership of the directors 

of schools association to include affiliate membership to principals and assistant principals 

and to system-wide supervisors; requires that membership fees be set in bylaws instead of 

constitution; revises other related provisions. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 2, Part 21. 

Present law authorizes the organization to receive funds in the form of dues from its 

members.  This bill revises this provision to authorize the organization to receive funds in 

the form of membership fees, instead of dues, from its members. 

Present law requires that members' dues be in an amount set by the organization's 

constitution and may be paid from any local school funds budgeted for this purpose.  This 

bill revises this provision to instead require that membership fees for directors of schools 

be set in the bylaws of the organization.  This bill adds that membership fees for affiliate 

members will also be set in the bylaws of the organization and may be paid from any 

local school funds budgeted for this purpose.  Funds derived for membership fees from 

affiliate members may be used only for professional development purposes and related 

expenses.  No part of these funds may be used for the purpose of lobbying or 

government relations.  Upon request of the Chair of the Senate Education Committee or 

the Chair of the House Education Administration and Planning Committee, a report 

detailing the professional development activities for affiliate members of the 

organization must be submitted to the committee. 

 

13. American Flag: HB 1722 / SB 2518 (Public Chapter 754)  

Sponsored by Representative Reedy and Senator Roberts  

Education - As introduced, requires the display of the American flag on school property and 

at school events to conform to the requirements of federal law; requires a local board of 

education to permit display of the American flag, if the display conforms to the 

requirements of federal law. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill received unanimous approval in both houses, and it was actually sponsored in 

the Senate by all 33 Senators.  The bill requires that all displays of the United States flag 

on school property and at school events comply with the manner of displaying the flag 

set forth in the United States Code.  Notably, as long as the flag is being properly 

displayed pursuant to federal law, a school board must permit the flag to be displayed.  

This bill, however, applies only to the US flag, and not to any other state, national, or 

regional flag. 



11 
 

As to potential manners in which the US flag could be displayed on school property, the 

flag should never be draped over the hood, top, sides, or back of a vehicle.  Rather, the 

flag should be flown from a staff that is firmly affixed to the chassis or clamped to the 

right fender of the vehicle.  The flag should not be worn as apparel, nor should it be used 

as a costume or athletic uniform.  Also, a US flag should not be marked with any letter, 

word, figure, design, picture, or drawing.  A full list of the “dos” and “don’ts” of displaying 

the US flag can be found at 4 U.S.C. §§ 1-10, with particular attention to Sections 7 and 8. 

 

14. Bullying Policies : HB 1976 / SB 2002 (Public Chapter 783)  

Sponsored by Representative Reedy and Senator Roberts  

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, makes various revisions to an LEA’s policies on 

harassment, intimidation, bullying, or cyber-bullying; requires that an investigation be 

initiated within 48 hours and that an appropriate intervention be initiated within 20 

calendar days of receipt of the report. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 45. 

Public Chapter 783 consolidates all the laws in the code relative to bullying into one 

complete, cohesive section.  In addition, the act does the following: 

(1) Mandates that LEAs establish a procedure for referral for appropriate counseling and 

support services for students involved in acts of harassment, intimidation, bullying or 

cyber-bullying if counseling is deemed necessary by the school principal. 

(2) Any investigation of a complaint of bullying shall be commenced within 48 hours of 

receipt of the report, unless the need for more time appropriately documented. 

(3) The principal shall initiate an appropriate intervention for acts determined to 

comprise bullying within 20 calendar days of receipt of the initial complaint unless the 

need for more time is appropriately documented. 

(4) Requires the principal to immediately inform the parent or legal guardian of a student 

involved in an act of harassment, intimidation, bullying, or cyber-bullying. 

(5) Beginning on August 1, 2016, the LEA must complete and submit a report to the DOE 

that details the number of harassment, intimidation, bullying, or cyber-bullying cases 

brought to the attention of school officials; the number of reports that were actually 

determined to be legitimate complaints; the number of investigations not 

commenced within 48 hours and the reasons therefore;  the number of investigations 

where an appropriate intervention was not initiated within 20 calendar days and the 

reasons therefore; and the type of harassment, intimidation, bullying, or cyber-

bullying cases identified and the manner in which each was resolved including the 

disciplinary action taken against the perpetrator. 
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(6) Requires reporting to the Senate and House Education Committees. 

(7) Encourages LEAs to review bullying policies at once every three years.  Changes in 

policies are to be submitted to the Commissioner of Education. 

 

15. ABLE Account: HB 2592 / SB 2504 (Public Chapter 793) 

Sponsored by Representative Moody and Senator Gresham  

Disabled Persons - As enacted, authorizes use of individual education account funds for 

contributions to an achieving a better life experience (ABLE) account for the benefit of a 

participating student; specifies that funds may only be used for the student's education 

expenses; requires that all revenues collected by the ABLE program remain with the 

program; revises other provisions regarding the program. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 

10, Part 14 and Title 71, Chapter 4, Part 8. 

This bill specifies that funds may only be used for the student's education expenses, and 

requires that all revenues collected by the ABLE program remain with the program.  To 

the extent that the program has unused revenues during a given fiscal year, the unused 

revenues will be carried forward to the next succeeding fiscal year or years, and be used 

to fund the program.  For the purposes of this bill, "revenues" include, but are not limited 

to, state appropriated funds, monetary gifts, grants, or any other monetary aids received 

by the program from public or private sources.  However, "revenues" do not include the 

contributions and earnings in an ABLE account. 

 

16. Patriotic Societies: HB 2147 / SB 2098 (Public Chapter 807)  

Sponsored by Representative Womick and Senator Ketron  

Education - As enacted, requires the principal of a school to allow a patriotic society time to 

recruit students to the society during school hours. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 3. 

This bill was backed by the Girls Scouts and was enacted as Public Chapter No. 807.  As 

originally introduced, this bill was applicable to any “patriotic society” listed in Title 36 of 

the United States Code that serves young people under 21 years of age, but we worked 

with the bill’s sponsors and the Girl Scouts to limit the scope of organizations covered by 

this Act.  The only organizations now covered by the bill are those organizations listed in 

Title 36 of the United States Code which are a youth membership organization with an 

educational purpose that aligns with the curriculum standards and which promotes civic 

involvement.  This includes organizations such as the Boys Scouts, the Girls Scouts, and 

the Boys & Girls Club. 
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Starting with the 2016-2017 school year, representatives of these organizations must be 

allowed to speak to students during school hours about how the organization can help 

further the students’ educational interest and civic involvement.  Each organization is to 

be given only one day at the beginning of each school year to make its presentation, and 

the presentation can last no more than 10 minutes.  After the organization notifies the 

principal of each school of its intent to speak to the students, the principal must provide 

approval for the specific day and time for the organization to make its presentation.  No 

formal notice procedures are required, and both the organization’s request and the 

principal’s approval can be made verbally or in writing. 

 

17. Community Service Recognition: HB 2490 / SB 2165 (Public Chapter 831)  

Sponsored by Representative Akbari and Senator Tate 

Education - As enacted, encourages public high school students to participate voluntarily in 

at least 10 hours of community service each semester; requires the student's public high 

school to recognize the student's achievement at graduation in a suitable manner in certain 

circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

As amended, this caption bill encourages public high school students to participate in 10 

community service hours each semester.  For students that perform 10 hours of 

community service for every semester they attend high school, the high school must 

recognize them at graduation.  This can be done by awarding a certificate of service, 

placing an appropriate designation on the student’s diploma, providing a ribbon or cord 

to be worn by the student at graduation, or some other suitable recognition.  The State 

Board of Education is tasked with promulgating rules and regulations to effectuate the 

requirements of this bill, and a student’s community service hours must comply with the 

State Board’s rules and regulations in order to receive recognition. 

 

18. Assessment Transparency: HB 1537 / SB 2540 (Public Chapter 844) 

Sponsored by Representative McCormick and Senator Norris 

Education - As enacted, enacts the "Tennessee Student Assessment Transparency Act". - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 60. 

Enacted as Public Chapter No. 844, the Tennessee Student Assessment Transparency Act 

makes several changes to state assessments.  First, the Act eliminates required 

assessments.  Previously, students took a series of three examinations – one in 8th 

Grade, one in 10th Grade, and one in 11th Grade.  This Act eliminates the required 8th 
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Grade and 10th Grade examinations, leaving only the 11th Grade examination to be 

administered.  Also, each student has the right to retake the 11th Grade assessment one 

time prior to graduation. 

This Act also allows parents and teachers to access their students’ testing data.  

Beginning with the 2016-2017 school year, the Department of Education will provide 

LEAs with access to their students’ TCAP and end-of-course assessment items, including 

the students’ answers.  In turn, the LEA shall provide this information to the students’ 

parents, upon request.  Teachers will also have the right to access this data in order to 

aid them in determining a student’s mastery of state standards and to improve the 

teacher’s instruction. 

In addition to other state testing information, LEAs will now be required to post on its 

website by July 31 of each year a statement informing parents how they can access the 

items on the state assessments and their students’ answers.  This information should also 

be included in each school’s student handbook or other standard policy guidebook.  By 

September 1 of each year, each LEA must submit proof of compliance with these notice 

requirements to the Department of Education.  Also, the Department of Education will 

create guidelines for the LEAs as to the implementation of these requirements, including 

provisions related to LEA communication about the purpose of each locally required 

standardized assessment, how each assessment complements and enhances student 

instruction and learning, and how each assessment serves a purpose distinct from 

required state assessments. 

Finally, this Act establishes certain requirements for the Department of Education.  The 

Department must annually release to LEAs the TCAP and end-of-course state assessment 

blueprints and scoring methodology and also post the information on the Department’s 

website.  Also, in establishing testing windows, the Department must provide “maximum 

flexibility” to the LEAs and issue guidance related to testing preparation and logistics to 

ensure that the entire school year is utilized for instruction.  In issuing its guidance, the 

Department is directed to focus on daily quality instruction and engaged learning and to 

minimize time spent preparing for specific tests. 
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19. Student Transfers: HB 1638 / SB 1598 (Public Chapter 882)  

Sponsored by Representative H. Brooks and Senator Massey  

Education - As enacted, authorizes local boards of education to admit pupils from outside 

their respective local school systems at any time without the approval of the previous LEA; 

adds that in cases where an LEA has created a regional school with a specific focus on 

STEM, local BEP school funds will also follow the student into the LEA to which the student 

is transferring and no tuition may be charged by the receiving LEA; revises other related 

provisions. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6; Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and 

Title 49, Chapter 3.  

Under present law, local boards of education may admit pupils from outside their 

respective local school systems without the approval of the LEA that the pupil previously 

attended up to two weeks before the beginning of the school year in the LEA the pupil 

wishes to attend. Within two weeks of the beginning of the school year and during the 

school year, the approval of both the sending and the receiving LEAs is required. 

As enacted, PC 882 authorizes local school boards to admit pupils from outside their 

respective local school system at any time without the approval of the previous LEA.  

Adds that in cases where an LEA has created a regional school with a specific focus on 

STEM, local BEP school funds will also follow the student into the LEA to which the 

student is transferring and no tuition may be charged by the receiving LEA.    

Using a per pupil average, to the extent the total state and local BEP funds associated 

with an impacted student are less than the amount of the total state and local BEP funds 

provided for a student in the receiving LEA, the department of education will withhold 

from the sending LEA's state BEP payments an amount equal to the difference and 

include such funds in the receiving LEA's state BEP payments. In no event will the total 

state and local BEP funds associated with an impacted student exceed the amount of 

total state and local BEP funds provided for a student in the receiving LEA. This 

amendment specifies that this provision does not preclude an LEA from entering into an 

agreement with another LEA whereby additional funds may be transferred from the 

sending LEA to the receiving LEA for the purpose of educating the child. 

 

20. Course Access Program: HB 1879 / SB 2497 (Public Chapter 889)  

Sponsored by Representative Kane and Senator Gresham  

Education - As enacted, enacts the "Course Access Program Act." - Amends TCA Title 49. 
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Under this bill, an eligible funded student, any eligible participating student who is 

currently enrolled in a public school, including a public charter school, may enroll in no 

more than two state course access program courses that are made available by the 

program, unless the LEA where the student is enrolled individually approves a student 

enrolled in the LEA to take additional courses. The parents or legal guardians of eligible 

funded students and other eligible participating students may elect to enroll students in 

additional courses exceeding the two-course limitation; such students will be responsible 

for paying the required tuition and fees for all courses exceeding the two-course 

limitation. 

LEAs with students enrolled in the course access program may review the courses in 

which the student seeks to enroll to ensure the courses are academically appropriate and 

logistically feasible, keep the student on track for graduation, and do not extend a 

student beyond a full-time course load. An LEA may reject a student's course enrollment 

request if the course enrollment for the student does not comply with these provisions. 

This bill requires LEAs to inform students and their parents or legal guardians of their 

right to appeal, in writing, to the local board of education for all denials of course 

enrollment. Eligible participating students may enroll in courses provided through the 

course access program only if such courses are not offered by the LEA at the student's 

school or through other means as determined by the state board. 

This bill authorizes LEAs to establish an authorization process for course providers that 

allow the course providers to submit courses that meet the criteria established under this 

amendment. This bill requires the state board to promulgate rules by which the LEA 

authorizes course providers. The state board must include on its web site a link to the 

rules on the web site of the secretary of state. 

To be authorized as a course provider pursuant to this bill, a provider must the criteria 

described above in the bill summary.  

This bill requires LEAs participating in the course access program to establish a course 

review and approval process. This bill also establishes the requirements a course must 

meet in order to be approved and added to the course access catalog, which is a listing of 

approved and available courses published by the department that have been authorized 

by LEAs and details information about the courses to inform student enrollment 

decisions. 

This bill requires LEAs, in conjunction with approved providers, to annually report to the 

department, in the manner directed by the department, the following information: 

(1) Student enrollment data;  
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(2) Completion rates for each subject area and grade level; and  

(3) Additional information the department deems necessary. 

This bill requires, on an annual basis, the LEA to review the academic performance of the 

students enrolled in courses offered by the course provider to ensure that students are 

receiving curriculum aligned with the state standards as determined by the state board 

and meeting the requirements for graduation. If a course provider fails to meet the 

performance standards set by the LEA, the LEA may revoke the course provider's status 

as an approved course provider. The LEA must inform the department of the revocation. 

This bill establishes reasons for which an LEA may exclude a course provided by an 

authorized provider.  

This bill requires the department to publish a link to the course access catalog in a 

prominent location on the department's web site. This bill also requires the department 

to submit a report by March 1, 2019, and by March 1 annually thereafter, on the course 

access program and the participation of entities to the governor, the speaker of the 

senate, and the speaker of the House of Representatives.  

This bill requires an LEA to provide written notice to students and parents on the 

availability of courses and the deadline or deadlines for students to enroll; and publish 

information and eligibility guidelines on the LEA's web site. This bill also requires each 

LEA to establish policies and procedures to ensure that credits earned through the course 

provider will appear on the eligible participating student's official transcript and will 

count towards the requirements of any approval of a high school diploma awarded by an 

LEA.  

This bill requires the state board to adopt rules and regulations necessary to implement 

this amendment, including, but not limited to, the requirements for LEAs whose students 

enroll in courses offered by authorized course providers. This bill specifies that it does 

not prevent an LEA from establishing its own online program or supplemental course 

offerings or require an LEA to revise an existing program.  

This bill establishes requirements for tuition applicable to courses taken through an 

approved course provider. Among other things the course provider will receive payment 

from the LEA approving the provider and course for each eligible funded student at a fair 

and reasonable rate to be negotiated by the LEA and the approved course provider. The 

payment will include all required fees and course materials. The department will deduct 

state basic education program (BEP) funds otherwise due to the LEA and send such funds 

to the LEA offering the course. LEAs may pay reasonable transportation costs for 

students enrolled in course access program courses. Payment to all approved course 

providers and their respective LEAs will be based upon the student's successful 
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completion of the course pursuant to rules and regulations adopted by the state board; 

however, in no event will more than 50 percent of the payment amount be made prior to 

successful completion of the course and the earning of credit. 

 

21. BEP: HB 2574 / SB 2565 (Public Chapter 1020)  

Sponsored by Representative McCormick and Senator Norris  

Basic Education Program (BEP) - As enacted, eliminates an obsolete provision concerning 

the BEP; revises the BEP calculation; revises other related provisions. - Amends TCA Title 49, 

Chapter 3, Part 3. 

The act makes the following changes to the BEP statutes: 

(1) Sets new calculation criteria for BEP funding as follows: BEP appropriations to the LEA 

for the 2015-2016 school year, plus appropriations to the LEA generated for increases 

in the dollar value of instructional components based on the 2015-2016 school year 

shall constitute a minimum  level of funding; however, any LEA on stability funding 

during the 2015-2016 school year shall have its minimum  level of funding adjusted to 

reflect decreases in enrollment experienced in the 2014-2015 school year.  Beginning 

with the 2017-2018 school year, the minimum levels of funding shall be adjusted to 

reflect decreases in enrollment.  Requires the DOE to use enrollment numbers from 

an attendance month or months that maximize LEA budget planning and best 

represents yearly enrollment numbers to determine BEP funding allocations. 

(2) BEP funding shall include the following four (4) categories of components: (a) 

instructional salaries and wages; (b) instructional benefits; (c) classroom; and (d) non-

classroom. 

(3) Establishes the dollar value of the BEP instructional salaries and wages position 

component of $44,430 for fiscal 2016-2017. 

(4) The cost differential factor shall be funded at 25% in fiscal year 2016-2017 and shall 

be eliminated from the formula in subsequent years. 

(5) Funds generated for medical insurance in the BEP shall be based on 12 months of 

employment. 

(6) Provides that the formula shall provide 100% funding for at-risk students in K-12. 

(7) Provides that the formula shall provide funding for ELL students at a ratio of 1:20 and 

1:200 for teachers and translators. 

(8) Establishes special education funding options as follows: Option 1 (Option 1 in the 

2015-2016 school year) = 91;   Option 2 (Options 2 and 3 in the 2015-2016 school 

year) = 55.8;    Option 3 (Options 4-6 in the 2015-2016 school year) = 16.5:   and, 

Option 4 (Options 7-10 in the 2015-2016 school year) = 8.5. 
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(9) Establishes the dollar component for classroom technology component at 

$40,000,000. 

(10) Establishes the blended TACIR / CBER model for calculations of local funding 

ability. 

(11) Removes obsolete language in the code related to BEP adjustments in 2005. 

(12) Removes language in the code relative to funds for teacher salary equity funding. 

(13) Requires the Commissioner to develop a standardized system of financial 

accounting and reporting wherein LEAs shall report revenue allocations at the school 

level including funds designated to charter schools. 

(14) Amends TCA 49-3-306 (b)(4) to delete subdivisions (B) and (C).   Mandates that all 

funds appropriated through the BEP formula for instructional salaries and wages be 

expended by an LEA on instructional salaries and wages.  Provides an exception to 

this requirement if an LEA’s average salary exceeds the statewide average.  In that 

event, the salary and wage dollars may be used for instructional benefits. 

 

22. Dyslexia Screening: HB 2616 / SB 2635 (Public Chapter 1058)  

Sponsored by Representative Pitts and Senator Gresham  

Education, Dept. of - As enacted, requires the department to develop procedures for 

identifying characteristics of dyslexia through the universal screening process required by 

the existing RTI2 framework or other available means; requires every LEA to implement the 

dyslexia screening procedures; specifies that dyslexia screening may be requested for any 

student by the student's parent or guardian, teacher, counselor, or school psychologist; 

creates the dyslexia advisory council. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 29, Part 2 and Title 49. 

This bill requires the Department of Education to develop procedures for identifying 

characteristics of dyslexia through the universal screening process required by the 

existing RTI2 framework or other available means.  It also requires an LEA to convene a 

school-based problem solving team to analyze screening and progress monitoring data to 

assist teachers in planning and implementing appropriate instruction and characteristics 

of dyslexia.  In the event that a student exhibits characteristics of dyslexia, the LEA is 

required to:  

(1) Notify the parent or legal guardian; 

(2) Provide the student’s parent or legal guardian with information and resource material 

regarding dyslexia;  

(3) Provide the student with appropriate tiered dyslexia-specific intervention through its 

RTI2 framework; and  
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(4) Monitor the student’s progress using a tool designed to measure the effectiveness of 

the intervention.   

The DOE shall provide appropriate professional development resources for educators.  

This bill creates a dyslexia advisory council composed of nine (9) members.  It also 

mandates that the council submit an annual report to the House and Senate Education 

Committees that includes the number of students screened, specific accommodations 

needed, descriptions of intervention services provided to students, and TVASS growth 

data for students receiving the interventions.  This bill requires the council to meet at 

least quarterly.  It also defines “dyslexia-specific intervention” and “RTI2” for the 

purposes of the act.  The act became effective on July 1, 2016. 
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OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST (Failed) 

 

23. SBOE Charter Authorizer Oversight: HB 2139 / SB 2514 

Sponsored by Representative K. Brooks and Senator Gresham  

STATUS: Conference Committee Report Failed in House 9-69 

Education - As introduced, requires all LEA personnel to verify that the LEA's policy on use of 

the Internet has been read prior to accepting an employment contract or at the renewal of 

an employment contract. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

SB 2514 is a classic “caption bill” opening the entire Title 49 relative to K-12 education.  

As introduced, SB 2514 requires all LEA personnel to verify that the LEA’s policy on use of 

the internet has been read prior to accepting an employment contract or at the renewal 

of an employment contract.  However, the bill was amended in both the House and the 

Senate Education Committees to do something drastically different.  

On April 6, the House adopted an amendment that rewrites the legislation to require a 

charter school authorizer to issue an annual performance report and establishes other 

requirements for the charter school authorizers.  On April 19, the Senate substituted 

House Bill 2139 for Senate Bill 2514, and adopted a different amendment.  Although 

similar in nature in terms of the reporting requirements, the House and Senate 

amendments had a very key difference: oversight of charter school authorities.   

The Senate amendment establishes the state board of education as the authorizer 

oversight authority for chartering authorities, and sets forth a list of required 

responsibilities of the state board as the oversight authority including: 

(1) Hold chartering authorities accountable for the overall academic performance of the 

charter schools they oversee; 

(2) Hold chartering authorities accountable for effectively carrying out the following 

authorizing responsibilities: reviewing charter school applications; contracting with 

charter schools; overseeing and monitoring charter schools; reviewing renewal 

applications; and revoking and closing charter schools, when necessary.  

(3) Verify that financial payments to charter schools are accurate and timely; and 

(4) Assess the performance of chartering authorities with respect to authorizing 

standards and national high-quality charter school authorizing practices. 

The Senate amendment authorizes the state board to contract with a third party to 

conduct reviews and evaluations of chartering authorities. The initial review of a new 
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chartering authority must occur within two years after the establishment of the 

chartering authority's first charter school. After the initial review of a chartering authority 

or for chartering authorities in existence on the effective date of this amendment, the 

state board may conduct a review at any time it finds a review to be appropriate or 

necessary.  

After completing a review of a chartering authority, the state board will issue a written 

authorizer performance report on the overall performance of the chartering authority's 

schools and on the chartering authority's performance with respect to authorizing 

standards. A copy of a report must be transmitted to the chartering authority that was 

reviewed, the department of education, the education committee of the senate, and the 

education instruction and programs committee of the House of Representatives. The 

state board must also post the review on its web site. 

On April 21, the House non-concurred with the Senate amendment and the Senate 

refused to recede in its action in adopting the amendment.  A conference committee was 

appointed to resolve the differences between the two bodies.  The conference 

committee report recommends that all amendments be deleted and replaced with new 

language.  Section one of the conference committee report establishes the annual 

charter school authorizer performance report and set forth the information the report 

must include.  Section two of the conference committee report establishes the chartering 

authority as LEAs that authorize charter schools and the ASD.  Very similar to the Senate 

amendment, section two also establishes the state board of education as an advisory 

capacity for chartering authorities, and defines that, in its “advisory capacity”, the state 

board shall: 

(1) Advise chartering authorities and their charter schools concerning the overall 

academic performance of the charter schools each authority oversees; 

(2) Recommend standards for effectively carrying out their authorizing responsibilities. 

The authorizing responsibilities for which the state board shall recommend standards 

shall include: 

(A) Adopting high-quality charter school authorizing practices; 

(B) Reviewing charter school applications; 

(C) Contracting with charter schools; 

(D) Overseeing and monitoring charter schools; 

(E) Reviewing renewal applications; and 
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(F) Revoking and closing charter schools, when necessary; and 

(3) Verify that financial payments to charter schools are accurate and timely. 

Although the oversight language in the conference committee report is permissive, it 

seems to create a forum by which the state board of education can disparage local 

districts.  Additionally, in the original conference report committee, Senator Gresham 

attempted to include language that prohibits LEAs from entering into or renewing an 

agreement with a professional employee organization to pay through payroll deduction 

membership dues for an organization.  This language was removed from the final 

conference committee report, but her efforts to include it initially had an adverse effect 

on many of the House members who had already voted against prohibiting payroll 

deductions.  (NOTE: SB 1707/HB 2229 which prohibits payroll deduction failed in the 

House Education Administration & Planning Committee.)  Ultimately, the conference 

committee report failed to receive a constitutional majority with a vote of 9-69 in the 

House.   

 

24. Vouchers: HB 1049 / SB 999 

Sponsored by Representative Dunn and Senator Gardenhire 

HOUSE STATUS: Held on Clerk’s Desk (02/11/2016) 

SENATE STATUS: Passed as Amended, Ayes 23, Nays 0, PNV 1 (03/30/2015) 

School Vouchers - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Choice & Opportunity Scholarship 

Act." - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1. 

This bill establishes a scholarship/voucher program for eligible students to attend 

participating private K-12 schools. An "eligible student" is a student who: 

(1) Resides in Tennessee and is zoned to attend or enrolled in a public school that, at the 

time of the student's initial application for a scholarship, is identified as being in the 

bottom five percent of schools in overall achievement; 

(2) Meets the minimum age requirements to attend kindergarten with eligibility 

extending until the student graduates from high school, except that the student must 

be less than 22 years of age by August 15 of each year; 

(3) Is a member of a household whose annual income during the year prior to initial 

receipt of a scholarship met the requirements for free or reduced price lunch; and 

(4) Was previously enrolled in a Tennessee public school during the two semesters 

immediately preceding the semester in which the student receives a scholarship 
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under this bill; is enrolling in a Tennessee school for the first time; or received a 

scholarship pursuant to this bill in the previous school year. 

In order to participate in the scholarship program, the private school must: 

(1) Be identified as a category I, II, or III school and comply with all health and safety laws 

or codes that are applicable to such schools;  

(2) Annually administer to scholarship students state assessments or nationally 

recognized tests approved by the state board of education that measure educational 

progress and provide the parents of scholarship students with the results of the 

assessments; 

(3) Provide the department of education with graduation rates of scholarship students as 

well as other student information as required by the department; 

(4) Comply with federal nondiscrimination policies and not discriminate against students 

with special education needs who meet the requirements for admission to the 

school. However, as a private school, the school is required to offer only those 

services it already provides to assist students with special needs. If a scholarship 

student would have been entitled to receive special education services in the public 

school the student would otherwise be attending, then the parent must acknowledge 

in writing, as part of the enrollment process, that the parent agrees to accept only 

services that have been identified as available to the student in the nonpublic school. 

A participating school may partner with an LEA to provide special education services;  

(5) Accept the scholarship amount as payment in full for the cost of tuition and fees that 

would otherwise be charged by the school and allow scholarship students to remain 

enrolled in the school for the duration of the school year at no additional cost if the 

school withdraws from the program during the school year; 

(6) Submit to the department a financial audit of the school conducted by a certified 

public accountant; 

(7) Demonstrate financial viability to repay any funds that may be owed to the state by 

filing with the department financial information verifying the school has the ability to 

pay an amount equal to the amount of the scholarships expected to be paid during 

the school year. The school may comply with this requirement by filing a surety bond 

payable to the state;  

(8) Require any person applying for a position as a teacher, or any other position 

requiring close proximity to children, to submit to a criminal background check; 

(9) Provide lunch to scholarship students at no cost or at a reduced cost pursuant to the 

same income qualifications established under the National School Lunch Program; 

and 
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(10) Comply with rules prohibiting the employment of individuals who advocate to 

overthrow the American government or who are members of a political party 

subscribing to a political faith that advocates doing so. 

After initial approval by the department as a participating school, a school may continue 

to participate in the program as long as the school demonstrates achievement growth for 

scholarship students at a minimum level of "at expectations." If a participating school 

demonstrates achievement growth for scholarship students at a level of "significantly 

below expectations" for two consecutive years or the department determines the school 

has failed to comply with this bill, then the commissioner of education may suspend or 

terminate a school's participation in the program. If a participating school is suspended or 

terminated from the program, or if the school otherwise withdraws from the program, 

scholarship students enrolled at the school may transfer to another participating school 

without loss of eligibility and such students would be given preference for enrollment. 

An eligible student will be entitled to one scholarship per school year. If a student 

voluntarily leaves a participating school for reasons other than the suspension or 

termination of the school's participation in the program and enrolls in another 

participating school, neither the student nor the successor participating school will 

receive any funds under this bill for the remainder of the school year. If the student 

enrolls in the LEA in which the student resides and is zoned to attend, the LEA will receive 

the funds that otherwise would have been remitted to the participating school on behalf 

of the student. 

Except as mentioned above regarding LEAs that adopt different guidelines, the annual 

amount of the scholarship will be the lesser of the following: 

(1) The cost of tuition and fees that would otherwise be charged by the school; or 

(2) The amount representing the per-pupil state and local funds generated and required 

through the BEP for the LEA in which the student resides and is zoned to attend. 

The scholarship funds will be subtracted from the state funds otherwise payable to the 

LEA and will be paid directly to the participating school. If the participating school's cost 

of tuition and fees is less than the scholarship amount, the remaining funds will be 

retained by the department and the LEA in which the scholarship recipient resides. 

The amount of scholarship awarded to a student will not be treated as income or assets 

for the purposes of any tax or qualification for any other federal or state grant program. 

The total number of scholarships awarded statewide under this bill will be limited as 

follows: 
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(1) For the 2015-2016 school year, the department may not award more than 5,000 

scholarships; 

(2) For the 2016-2017 school year, the department may not award more than 7,500 

scholarships; 

(3) For the 2017-2018 school year, the department may not award more than 10,000 

scholarships; and 

(4) For the 2018-2019 school year and thereafter, the department may not award more 

than 20,000 scholarships. 

This bill requires the department to develop procedures to allocate scholarships among 

participating schools if the number of available seats exceeds the above limitations. If the 

number of eligible students applying for scholarships at a particular school in a particular 

grade exceeds the number of scholarships awarded, the department must inform parents 

of eligible students of all available scholarship options and provide an opportunity for 

parents to apply to other participating schools. If, after all possible matches of eligible 

students with participating schools have been made, there are scholarships still available, 

the remaining scholarships will be awarded to eligible students who reside in an LEA that 

contains at least one school in the bottom five percent of schools in overall achievement 

as determined by the performance standards and other criteria set by the state board. 

This bill requires the department to develop procedures necessary for administering the 

program, and specifies in detail requirements for the department in administering the 

program. 

 

25. Elected Superintendents: HB 1968 / SB 1606 

Sponsored by Representative Powers and Senator Niceley 

HOUSE STATUS: Taken Off Notice for Calendar in Education Administration & Planning 

Subcommittee 

SENATE STATUS: Failed in Senate Education Committee 

Education - As introduced, enacts the "Local School District Empowerment Act," which 

creates a pilot program for reestablishment of the office of elected school superintendent; 

requires the department of education to study the pilot program procedures for 

reestablishment of the office; adjusts duties of local boards of education in systems in which 

the office of elected school superintendent is reestablished. - Amends TCA Title 49. 
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This bill: 

(1) Provides, on a limited basis as discussed below, for reestablishment of elected office 

of school superintendent for counties or cities upon 2/3 vote of the governing body. 

Any such ordinance or resolution once approved would not be operative until 

approved in an election. This bill provides for qualifications of candidates; 

(2) Specifies, in regard to school systems that reestablish the office of superintendent, 

that the superintendent will make recommendations, but the board of education will 

be responsible for electing principals, supervisors, educational assistants, and other 

employees; also, the board, instead of the superintendent, will be authorized to 

dismiss non-tenured, licensed employees; 

(3) Generally, specifies that other certain functions performed by the director of schools 

will be performed by the board of education in systems that reestablish the office of 

elected superintendent, such as approval of applications for leave;  

(4) Creates a mechanism for systems that have reestablished the office of elected 

superintendent to abolish such office and return to appointment and employment of 

a director of schools; and  

(5) Specifies that no more than 10 LEAs may reestablish the office of elected school 

superintendent under this bill. The purpose of the limit is to allow the department of 

education, with the assistance of the office of research and education accountability, 

to create a pilot program. The goal of the pilot program is to determine whether the 

procedures efficiently enable a county or municipality to reestablish the office of 

elected superintendent. The department will report to the general assembly no later 

than one year after the 10th LEA has reestablished the office with recommendations 

for changes in the procedures, if any. 

 

26. Director of Schools Salary: HB 1425 / SB 2633 

Sponsored by Representative Sparks and Senator Green  

HOUSE STATUS: No Action Taken 

SENATE STATUS: Assigned to General Subcommittee of Senate Education Committee 

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, prohibits the local board of 

education from increasing the salary or compensation for the director of schools, unless the 

board approves a raise for teachers. - Amends TCA Title 49. 
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27. Bathroom Bill: HB 2414 / SB 2387  

Sponsored by Representative Lynn and Senator Bell 

HOUSE STATUS: Taken Off Notice for Calendar in Finance, Ways, & Means Subcommittee 

SENATE STATUS: Placed on Senate Finance, Ways, & Means Committee Calendar for 

4/20/2016 – No Action Taken 

Students - As introduced, requires students in public schools and public institutions of higher 

education to use restrooms and locker rooms that are assigned to persons of the same sex 

as that shown on the students' birth certificates. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

As introduced, SB 2387 requires students in public schools and public institutions of 

higher education to use restrooms and locker rooms that are assigned to persons of the 

same sex as that shown on the students' birth certificates. 

As this bill moved through committee, it was met with significant opposition from various 

organizations and special interest groups.  Consequently, there were several 

amendments introduced in an effort to make the language more agreeable.  Those 

amendments are described below.   

On March 22 the House Education Administration and Planning Committee voted to 

defer this legislation to a summer study.  Pursuant to the House rules, the Committee 

voted to reconsider its actions and allow the legislation to be heard.  The bill as amended 

was debated at length and eventually voted on.  With very split votes, the Committee 

recommended the bill for passage.  Because of the potential fiscal impact, the bill was 

sent to the House and Senate Finance, Ways, and Means Committees.  Ultimately, the bill 

was taken off notice in both the House and the Senate before reaching the chamber 

floors.   

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (014342): This amendment deletes and rewrites the bill 

such that the only substantive change is to authorize local education agencies (LEAs) and 

public institutions of higher education to make appropriate accommodations with 

respect to student use of locker room and restroom facilities. 

SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (013753): This amendment deletes all language of the 

original bill, and requires students who attend a public secondary or postsecondary 

institution to use the restroom or locker rooms that are assigned to persons of the same 

sex as shown on the student’s birth certificate. This amendment declares that the 

forgoing requirement does not prohibit local education agencies and public higher 

education institutions from making appropriate accommodations with respect to student 

use of restroom and locker room facilities. 
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SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT (015331): This amendment deletes all language of the 

original bill, and requires any student attending a public secondary or public 

postsecondary institution to use the restroom or locker rooms that are assigned to 

persons of the same sex as shown on the student’s birth certificate. Students are 

exempted from the foregoing provision if they were, on or before the effective date of 

the act, already using such facilities designated for the gender that is opposite to their 

original birth certificate and who provide the public secondary or postsecondary school a 

physician’s statement that the student has certain chromosomal abnormalities affecting 

the development of their reproductive systems. This amendment also makes additional 

exemptions for persons entering a restroom or locker room for custodial purposes; 

maintenance or inspection; to render medical assistance; to accompany a person 

needing assistance; or that has been temporarily assigned for use by individuals of the 

sex indicated on their original birth certificate of the person entering the locker room or 

restroom facility. 

 

28. Funding Constitutional Amendment: HJR 493  

Sponsored by Representative Dunn 

STATUS: Taken Off Notice for Calendar in Education Administration & Planning 

Subcommittee 

Constitutional Amendments - Proposes an amendment to Article XI, Section 12 of the 

Constitution of Tennessee to affirm the general assembly's sole discretion in the 

establishment of a system of public schools.  

This joint resolution proposes amending Article XI, Section 12, of the Constitution of 

Tennessee by specifying that the General Assembly members are “elected 

representatives of the people”, and further clarifies that the maintenance, support, and 

eligibility standards of free public schools provided by the General Assembly should be 

made “in such a manner as the General Assembly may determine”.   


