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1. School Counselor Referrals: SB 341 / HB 720 (Public Chapter 18)  

Sponsored by Senator Niceley and Representative Parkinson  

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, authorizes a school counselor to 

refer or help facilitate a referral of a parent or legal guardian's student to a counselor or 

therapist for mental health assessments or services. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 49 and Title 

63. 

PC 18 authorizes a parent to request in writing that a school counselor refer or help 

facilitate the referral of the parent’s student to a private counselor or therapist for 

mental health assessments and services. Upon the school’s receipt of written consent by 

the parent, the school counselor is authorized to facilitate the referral. If a school 

counselor refers a student to a private counselor or other mental health provider, neither 

the LEA nor the school counselor will bear the cost of such services provided to the 

student. 

 

2. Adrenal Insufficiency Medication: SB 117 / HB 121 (Public Chapter 84)  

Sponsored by Senator Briggs and Representative Terry  

Education, State Board of - As enacted, authorizes rules and policies permitting the 

administration of medications for adrenal insufficiency in schools. - Amends TCA Title 49 

and Title 63. 

PC 84 requires the state board of education to adopt rules and local education agency 

boards to adopt policies and procedures for the administration of medication that treats 

adrenal insufficiency for students while at school.  

Under this law, the Board of Education, in consultation with the Department of Health, 

the Board of Nursing, and the Board of Pharmacy, will adopt rules for the administration 

of medication that treats adrenal insufficiency by school personnel to a student 

experiencing an adrenal crisis. The rules must include guidelines on the designation and 

training of school personnel who will be responsible for administering medication and 

they must specify that a local education agency (LEA) is only required to train school 

personnel when the LEA is notified by a parent or guardian that a student has been 

diagnosed with adrenal insufficiency.  

Each LEA board will adopt policies and procedures for the administration of medications 

that treat adrenal insufficiency that are consistent with the rules adopted by the board of 

education. An LEA board must not require school personnel to administer medication if 

they lack appropriate training.  



3 
 

Educational training on the treatment of adrenal insufficiency must be conducted under 

the supervision of a physician or nurse practitioner; however, the training may be 

conducted by any other licensed health care professional if delegated by a supervising 

physician or nurse practitioner. This bill details what must be included in the curricula.  

With the passing of this bill, the Board of Education must also consult with the 

Department of Children’s Services. This amendment specifies that an LEA employee 

administering the medication or performing healthcare procedures related to the 

administration of medication that treats adrenal insufficiency, and a board of education 

authorizing the administration of medications or the performance of healthcare 

procedures related to adrenal insufficiency will not be liable for injury resulting from the 

administration of such medication or the performance of any related healthcare 

procedure if administered or performed in accordance with this bill. 

 

3. Physical Activity: SB 662 / HB 45 (Public Chapter 99)  

Sponsored by Senator Tracy and Representative Dunn  

Students - As enacted, revises provisions governing physical activity requirements for 

students. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 

As enacted, PC 99 revises the present law requirement for LEAs to provide students with 

certain periods of physical activity depending on grade level.   

Under present law, each LEA must integrate: 

(1) For students in kindergarten through grade one, a minimum of three 15-minute 

periods of non-structured physical activity per day; 

(2) For students in grades two through six, a minimum of two 20-minute periods of non-

structured physical activity at least four days a week; and 

(3) For students in grades seven through 12, a minimum of 90 minutes of physical activity 

per week, which may include walking, jumping rope, playing volleyball, or other forms 

of physical activity that promote fitness and well-being; however, walking to and from 

class is not considered physical activity for the purposes of this provision. 

Present law defines "non-structured physical activity" as a temporary withdrawal or 

cessation from usual school work or sedentary activities during which an opportunity for 

rigorous physical activity is provided. "Non-structured physical activity" does not mean 

walking to and from class. Present law provides that the above requirements do not 
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replace the current physical education program in a school, but serve as an addition to 

the school's physical education program. 

PC 99 rewrites the above provisions to instead require LEAs to integrate: 

(1) For elementary school students, a minimum of 130 minutes of physical activity per full 

school week; and 

(2) For middle and high school students, a minimum of 90 minutes of physical activity per 

full school week. 

Physical activity may include walking, jumping rope, playing volleyball, or other forms of 

physical activity that promote fitness and well-being; however, walking to and from class 

will not be considered physical activity for purposes of this amendment. 

LEAs are required to offer at least one 15-minute period of physical activity per day in 

order to satisfy the requirements for elementary students.  Additionally, this bill’s 

requirements may work in conjunction with the school’s physical education program, but 

must not replace the current physical education program in the school.  This bill specifies 

that it does not prevent an LEA from integrating more student physical activity for 

elementary, middle, and high school students during the school week than required 

above. 

 

4. Use of Assessment Data: SB 1196 / HB 309 (Public Chapter 192) 

Sponsored by Senator Norris and Representative Hawk  

Education - As enacted, revises present law concerning the use of assessment data. - 

Amends TCA Section 10-7-504; Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 3 and Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 6. 

As enacted, PC 192 changes evaluation and student grading criteria.  Generally under 

present law: 

(1) All teachers and principals employed by local education agencies (LEAs) undergo 

annual evaluations pursuant to guidelines and criteria approved by the state board of 

education. The evaluations are a factor in employment decisions, including 

promotion, retention, termination, compensation, and the attainment of tenure 

status; 

(2) 50 percent of the annual evaluation is comprised of student achievement data with 

35 percent of such criteria based on student growth data as represented by the 

Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System (TVAAS) or some other comparable 
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measure if no TVAAS data is available and 15 percent based on other measures of 

student achievement; 

(3) For teachers without access to individual growth data representative of student 

growth as required by (2) above, 30 percent of such criteria is comprised of student 

achievement data with 15 percent of such criteria based on student growth as 

represented by TVAAS or some other comparable measure if no TVAAS data is 

available. However, in the 2015-2016 school year, none of the evaluation criteria 

representative of student growth is based on TVAAS unless the inclusion of such data 

results in a higher evaluation score for the teacher; and 

(4) The remaining 50 percent of the annual evaluation is based on other mandatory 

criteria, such as prior evaluations, personal conferences, and classroom observations. 

Also under present law, for teachers with access to individual data representative of 

student growth, such criteria is adjusted so that student growth data generated by 

assessments administered in the school year accounts for the overall criteria as follows: 

(1) For the 2015-2016 school year, student growth accounts for 10 percent; 

(2) For the 2016-2017 school year, student growth accounts for 20 percent; 

(3) For the 2017-2018 school year and thereafter, student growth accounts for 35 

percent; and 

(4) For the 2015-2016 through 2017-2018 school years, the most recent year's student 

growth data accounts for the full 35 percent of growth data required in a teacher's 

evaluation if such use results in a higher evaluation score. 

This bill: 

(1) Adds that for teachers without access to individual growth data representative of 

student growth, in the 2016-2017 school year no more than 10 percent of the 

evaluation criteria will be based on TVAAS data; and 

(2) Extends the percentages described above in (1)-(4) for adjustment in criteria by one 

year; and  

(3) Specifies that regardless of school year, the most recent year's student growth data 

will account for the full 35 percent of growth data required in a teacher's evaluation if 

such use results in a higher evaluation score. 

Under present law, each local board of education must develop a policy by which student 

scores on the TCAP's grades three through eight achievement tests comprise a 
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percentage of the student's final grade for the spring semester in the subject areas of 

mathematics, reading/language arts, science and social studies. The percentage is 

determined by the local board from a range of no less than 15 percent and no more than 

25 percent. This bill revises the percentage provisions to instead require the following: 

(1) In the 2016-2017 school year, the percentage will be 10 percent; 

(2) In the 2017-2018 school year, the percentage will be 15 percent; and 

(3) In the 2018-2019 school year and thereafter, the percentage will be determined by 

the local board from a range of no less than 15 percent and no more than 25 percent. 

Under present law, annually, data from the Tennessee comprehensive assessment 

program (TCAP) tests is used to provide an estimate of the statistical distribution of 

teacher effects on the educational progress of students within school districts for grades 

three through eight. Such estimate is not a public record, and is available only to the 

specific teacher, the teacher's appropriate administrators as designated by the local 

board of education, school board members, and state board approved teacher 

preparation programs of individual teachers. 

This bill adds that such estimates may be made available to parties conducting research 

for, or on behalf of, the department, schools, LEAs, or postsecondary institutions. The 

estimates will not be a public record and must be used only for research purposes. Each 

party receiving such estimates for research purposes must execute a signed data sharing 

agreement with the entity providing the data that includes provisions safeguarding the 

privacy and security of the data. 

 

5. Exclusionary Discipline Practices: SB 1394 / HB 872 (Public Chapter 204) 

Sponsored by Senator Tate and Representative Akbari  

Education - As enacted, requires the department of education to review all current laws and 

policies related to exclusionary discipline practices in public schools for students in pre-

kindergarten through kindergarten and to develop guidelines and standards for alternatives 

to exclusionary discipline practices based on the findings of the review; establishes other 

related requirements. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 10; Title 49, 

Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

As enacted, PC 204 requires the Department of Education to do the following: 

(1) In consultation with juvenile court officials, review all current laws and policies related 

to exclusionary discipline practices in public schools for students in pre-kindergarten 
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through kindergarten. The full text of this amendment specifies six components that 

must be part of the department's review; 

(2) Develop guidelines and standards for alternatives to exclusionary discipline practices 

based on the findings of the review; 

(3) Present its findings and a written report to the education committees of the senate, 

the education administration and planning committee of the house of 

representatives, and the education instruction and programs committee of the house 

of representatives no later than May 1, 2018; and 

(4) After submission of the report described in (3), develop a model policy for alternatives 

to exclusionary discipline practices that districts may adopt for students in pre-

kindergarten through kindergarten. 

PC 204 also requires each LEA to do one of the following prior to the 2018-2019 school 

year: 

(1) Adopt the model policy developed by the department as described in (4); or 

(2) Develop and implement a policy that meets the guidelines and standards described in 

(2) above. 

 

6. Opioid Antagonist: SB 458 / HB 448 (Public Chapter 256) 

Sponsored by Senator Bell and Representative Forgety  

Drugs, Prescription - As enacted, authorizes local education agencies and nonpublic schools 

to maintain opioid antagonists in schools. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 63.  

PC 256:  

(1) Requires the state board of education, in consultation with the department of health, 

to develop guidelines for the management of students presenting with a drug 

overdose for which administration of an opioid antagonist may be appropriate. This 

law requires each LEA to implement a plan based on the state board's guidelines. 

(2) Authorizes physicians to prescribe opioid antagonist in the name of an LEA or 

nonpublic school to be maintained for use in schools when necessary. If a student is 

injured or harmed due to the administration of an opioid antagonist that a physician 

has prescribed to an LEA or nonpublic school, the physician may not be held 

responsible for the injury unless the physician issued the prescription or standing 

protocol with intentional disregard for safety. 

(3) Authorizes each school within an LEA and each nonpublic school to maintain an 

opioid antagonist at the school in at least two unlocked, secure locations so that an 

opioid antagonist may be administered to any student believed to be having a drug 
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overdose. This law authorizes school nurses, school resource officers, or other trained 

school personnel to utilize the LEA or nonpublic school supply of opioid antagonists to 

respond to a drug overdose, under a standing protocol from a licensed physician. If a 

student is injured or harmed due to the administration of an opioid antagonist to the 

student by a school nurse, school resource officer, or other trained school personnel, 

the school nurse, school resource officer, or school employee may not be held 

responsible for the injury unless the school nurse, school resource officer, or school 

employee administered the opioid antagonist with an intentional disregard for safety. 

(4) PC 289 authorizes LEAs to utilize a statewide collaborative pharmacy practice 

agreement to obtain an opioid antagonist for administration. 

 

7. Handguns On Campus: SB 1151 / HB 409 (Public Chapter 278)  

Sponsored by Senator Hensley and Representative Byrd  

Firearms and Ammunition - As enacted, clarifies that the curriculum required before an 

employee is permitted to carry a handgun on the property of schools in distressed rural 

counties may be adapted by the instructing law enforcement agency from an existing 

curriculum approved by POST. - Amends TCA Section 49-6-816. 

 

8. School Transportation Supervisor: SB 1210 / HB 322 (Public Chapter 289)  

Sponsored by Senator Norris and Representative Hawk  

School Transportation - As enacted, establishes a school transportation supervisor program 

for the monitoring and oversight of transportation services for local education authorities 

and charter schools; requires new school bus drivers to complete a training program prior 

to transporting students; requires a driver to be at least 25 years of age to receive an initial 

school bus driver license endorsement. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 21; Section 

55-50-302 and Title 55, Chapter 9, Part 6. 

PC 289 requires each LEA and charter school, and charter management organization as 

applicable, that provides or contracts for transportation services to appoint a 

transportation supervisor responsible for the monitoring and oversight of transportation 

services for the district or school. PC 289 requires each transportation supervisor to 

complete a student transportation management training program developed jointly by 

the departments of safety and education upon being appointed and, thereafter, 

complete a minimum of four hours of annual training approved by those departments. 

Beginning in 2018, this law requires districts and schools that are required to appoint 

transportation supervisors to annually confirm the identity of their transportation 
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supervisors and compliance with this law’s training requirements to the department of 

education. 

PC 289 requires every local board of education and charter school governing body to 

adopt a transportation policy relative to the safe transport of students. The full text of 

this bill specifies the components that must be included in the policy. 

PC 289 requires the department of education to: 

(1) Develop and deliver, in collaboration with the department of safety, the student 

transportation management training program required by this law; 

(2) Establish, in collaboration with the department of safety, a system for monitoring 

district and charter school compliance with all applicable state and federal laws 

regarding student transportation services; and 

(3) Prepare, in collaboration with the department of safety, and annually update and 

disseminate guidelines on best practices for the management of student 

transportation services.  

PC 289 requires that all new school bus drivers shall complete a school bus driver training 

program based on standards established by the departments of education and safety. 

The training program must be completed before a new bus driver transports students. 

This law increases the minimum age that a person must obtain before becoming eligible 

for issuance of a school bus operator endorsement from 21 to 25. 

This law takes effect on January 1, 2018. 

 

9. IEA Expansion: SB 584 / HB 63 (Public Chapter 305) 

Sponsored by Senator Gresham and Representative Matheny  

Education - As enacted, revises various provisions of the Individualized Education Act. - 

Amends TCA Title 49. 

PC 305 amends and revises various provisions of the Individualized Education Act, as 

follows:  

(1) Adds “developmental delay” and “multiple disabilities” as the disabilities that qualify a 

student for eligibility under the Act;  

(2) Revises other eligibility requirements under the Act. Under present law, in order to be 

eligible, a student must have an individualized education program (IEP) in effect at 
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the time the Department receives the request for participation in the program; and 

must meet at least one of the following requirements:  

(A) Was previously enrolled in a Tennessee public school during the two 

semesters immediately preceding the semester in which the student receives 

an individualized education account (IEA);  

(B) Is attending a Tennessee school for the first time; or  

(C) Received an individualized education account (IEA) in the previous school year. 

This amendment revises the above provisions to specify the IEP has to be in accordance 

with federal law and regulations of the state board of education with one of the 

qualifying disabilities as the primary or secondary disability in effect at the time the 

Department receives the request for participation in the program; and to revise (A)-(C) to 

instead require that the student meet at least one of the following: 

(A) Was previously enrolled in and attended a Tennessee public school for the 

one full school year immediately preceding the school year in which the 

student receives an individualized education account (IEA);  

(B) Is enrolling in a Tennessee school for the first time; or  

(C) Received an individualized education account (IEA) in the previous school year. 

(3) Clarifies that the parent of an eligible student must promise not to enroll the eligible 

student in a public school during participation in the IEA program; and clarifies the 

eligible tutoring, nonpublic online learning program or courses, educational 

therapies, and computer hardware and technologies that are authorized 

expenditures under the Act (generally this amendment specifies that such 

expenditures have to comply with Department and Board rules); 

(4) Removes the Act’s provision whereby parents are encouraged, when selecting 

appropriate educational placements for their students, to consider participating 

schools with inclusive educational settings that educate students with disabilities and 

students without disabilities together;  

(5) Revises the Act's provision whereby students with disabilities for whom standardized 

testing is not appropriate, as determined on the student’s IEP, are exempt from 

certain required testing to instead provide that the exemption applies to students 

“who would have participated in the alternate assessment, as determined on the 

student’s IEP”; (6) Clarifies that an IEA is closed if a student returns to the LEA and 
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removes the requirement that the state board promulgate rules providing the least 

disruptive process for the return of a participating student to the student's LEA; 

(7) Revises provisions regarding the closing of an IEA. Under present law, upon a 

participating student’s graduation from a postsecondary institution or after any 

period of four consecutive years after high school graduation in which the student is 

not enrolled in an eligible postsecondary institution, the participating student's IEA is 

closed, and any remaining funds returned to the state treasurer to be placed in the 

BEP account. This amendment instead provides that a participating student’s IEA will 

be closed, and any remaining funds will be returned to the state treasurer to be 

placed in the BEP, if a participating student graduates from a postsecondary 

institution, after a period of four consecutive years after a student enrolls in a 

postsecondary institution, or after any period of four consecutive years after high 

school graduation in which the student is not enrolled in an eligible postsecondary 

institution, whichever occurs first; 

(8) Removes the provision whereby the student is entitled to receive, in addition to the 

amount representing the per pupil state and local funds generated and required 

through the BEP, the special education funds from the BEP that the participating 

student would otherwise be entitled to under the student's particular IEP; and 

(9) Increases from 4 percent to 6 percent the amount that the Department may deduct 

from appropriations used to fund IEAs to cover the costs of overseeing the funds and 

administering the program. 

 

10. Educator Rights: SB 14 / HB 174 (Public Chapter 360) 

Sponsored by Senator Tracy and Representative Reedy  

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, creates a list of rights and 

protections afforded to educators. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

PC 360 creates a list of rights and protections for educators. PC 360 emphasizes that an 

educator has a right to be treated with civility and respect; have his or her professional 

judgment and discretion respected; and review all instructional material or curriculum 

prior to those materials being utilized for instruction of students. This public chapter 

specifies that an educator may share information regarding a student’s education 

experience, health, or safety with the student’s parent or legal guardian, unless 

prohibited by the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA). With PC 360, 

educators will not be evaluated by professionals under the teacher advisory committee 

unless the evaluator has the same subject matter expertise as the educator. Moreover, 
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an educator will not be evaluated based on the performance of students whom the 

educator has never taught, and an educator will not be forced to relocate to a different 

school based solely on test scores from state mandated assessments. Finally, this 

particular law specifies that an educator has the right to not be required to use the 

educator’s personal money to appropriately equip a classroom. 

 

11. Charter Authorizer Fee: SB 263 / HB 267 (Public Chapter 361) 

Sponsored by Senator Tracy and Representative H. Brooks  

Schools, Charter - As enacted, authorizes a chartering authority to require a charter school 

sponsor to pay to the chartering authority an application fee of up to $2,500 with each 

charter school application the charter school files. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 13. 

 

12. Truancy Intervention: SB 196 / HB 483 (Public Chapter 379) 

Sponsored by Senator Overbey and Representative Forgety  

Education - As enacted, revises provisions governing truancy and attendance supervisors. - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 30. 

PC 379 revises various provisions governing truancy and the enforcement of the 

attendance laws to make them consistent. At the beginning of every school year a 

principal has to write a notice to every parent stating that if a child misses more than five 

days of school without an excuse, then they are to appear in juvenile court. If the child 

does not appear in court, after three days of having received the notice, the sheriff, 

constable, city police officer, district attorney general, or the foreman of the grand jury 

will be notified of the attendance. PC 379 requests that parents and the school directors 

have a conference instead of reporting the truancy. PC 379 requires that instead of 

receiving truancy for two absences, the child will receive truancy for five. Instead of the 

parent or guardian receiving a class C misdemeanor for violating attendance laws, the 

public chapter states that students must attend progressive truancy interventions, 

created by the school district. There will need to be at least one employee in a school 

district to work as the system attendance supervisor. All the information above must be 

given to the parents, in writing, by the principal. 

 

 

13. Substitute Teacher Compensation: SB 379 / HB 368 (Public Chapter 387) 



13 
 

Sponsored by Senator Briggs and Representative Zachary   

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, revises compensation provisions 

and other provisions regarding substitute teachers. - Amends TCA Section 49-3-312. 

As enacted, PC 387 requires LEAs to pay the same daily rate to retired teachers who are 

employed as substitute teachers without regard to whether the retired teacher has an 

active teaching license.  Only teachers who retired after July 1, 2011 through July 1, 2016, 

are eligible for an increase in compensation. 

 

14. Classroom Instructional Materials: SB 401 / HB 457 (Public Chapter 389) 

Sponsored by Senator Gresham and Representative Littleton   

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, revises provisions governing the 

money teachers receive for classroom instruction materials. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 

3. 

As enacted, PC 389 maintains the present law funding to pay $200 for every teacher in K-

12 for instructional supplies, but removes the requirement that half of the funds be 

pooled and instead allocates the entire amount to each teacher for instructional supplies 

as determined necessary by the teacher. 

 

15. Competitive Bids: SB 897 / HB 1379 (Public Chapter 415) 

Sponsored by Senator Johnson and Representative Sargent   

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, adds LEAs to the provisions whereby a county, 

municipality, utility district, or other local governmental entity having centralized 

purchasing authority with a full-time purchasing agent is authorized, by resolution or 

ordinance of its governing body, to increase the threshold over which public advertisement 

and sealed competitive bids or proposals are required to an amount not to exceed $25,000 

for nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases. - Amends TCA Section 12-3-1212 and Title 

49, Chapter 2. 

PC 415 increases from $10,000 to $25,000 the threshold at which an LEA must seek 

competitive bids for purchases; increases from $10,000 to $100,000 the threshold if the 

LEA has a separate purchasing division; and changes solicitation requirements for bids 

above the threshold, all as discussed below. 

Present law requires local boards of education to purchase all supplies, furniture, fixtures 

and material of every kind through the executive committee. If the LEA chooses not to 

follow the local governing body's purchasing procedures, all expenditures for such 

purposes estimated to exceed $10,000 or more must be made on competitive bids, 
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which are solicited by advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation in the county, 

except that the newspaper advertisement may be waived in the event of emergency.  

PC 415 rewrites the above provisions regarding LEAs that choose not to follow the local 

governing body's purchasing procedures to instead provide that all expenditures for such 

purposes estimated to exceed $25,000 or more must be made on competitive bids, 

which must be solicited, at a minimum, by advertisement on the local board of 

education's website, except that the website advertisement may be waived in the event 

of emergency. In cases where the LEA chooses not to follow the local governing body's 

purchasing procedures and has a separate purchasing division, all expenditures for such 

purposes estimated to exceed $100,000 or more must be made on competitive bids, 

which must be solicited, at a minimum, by advertisement on the local board of 

education's website, except that the website advertisement may be waived in the event 

of emergency.  

AMENDMENT #1 rewrites this bill and adds LEAs to the present law provisions whereby a 

county, municipality, utility district, or other local governmental entity having centralized 

purchasing authority with a full-time purchasing agent is authorized, by resolution or 

ordinance of its governing body, to increase the threshold over which public 

advertisement and sealed competitive bids or proposals are required to an amount not 

to exceed $25,000 for nonemergency, nonproprietary purchases. Under this present law 

provision, at least three written quotations must be required whenever possible for 

purchases costing less than the bid threshold established for public advertisement and 

sealed competitive bids or proposals but more than 40 percent of such bid threshold or 

some lower amount as may be established by the governing body in the resolution. Also, 

purchases of like items must be aggregated for purposes of the bid threshold. 

 

16. EPSO Requirements: SB 248 / HB 22 (Public Chapter 450) 

Sponsored by Senator Tracy and Representative H. Brooks   

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, requires, beginning with the 2018-2019 school year, 

each LEA to make available to its high school students opportunities to take at least four 

early postsecondary opportunities. - Amends TCA Title 49.  

As enacted, PC 450 requires every LEA to provide high school students with opportunities 

to take at least four (4) early postsecondary credit courses, as defined by the Department 

of Education, including Advanced Placement, International Baccalaureate, dual credit 

courses, and dual enrollment programs.  These opportunities may be provided through 

traditional classroom instruction, online or virtual instruction, blended learning, or other 

educationally appropriate methods.  PC 450 encourages LEAs to partner with other LEAs 

or institutions of higher education to provide these early postsecondary credit courses.   



15 
 

 

17. Fire Drills: SB 136 / HB 192 (Public Chapter 451) 

Sponsored by Senator Jackson and Representative Sanderson   

Education - As enacted, revises provisions governing required fire drills. - Amends TCA Title 

49 and Title 68, Chapter 102, Part 1. 

As enacted, PC 451 revises certain provisions regarding fire drills.  As enacted, PC 451 

states that fire drills requiring full evacuation in educational occupancies where such 

occupancies constitute the major occupancy of a building shall be held at least one (1) 

time every thirty (30) school days, with two (2) fire drills occurring during the first thirty 

(30) full days of the school year.  Additionally, four (4) fire safety educational 

announcements will be conducted through the year.  Each LEA is required to develop the 

content of the educational announcements.   

 

18. Tennessee History: SB 864 / HB 1169 (Public Chapter 482) 

Sponsored by Senator Haile and Representative Swan   

CAPTION BILL 

As enacted, this legislation enacts the Senator Douglas Henry Tennessee History Act that 

requires the State Board of Education to require a course in Tennessee History for 

students beginning in the 2018-2019 school year 
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OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST (Did Not Pass) 

 

19. Vouchers (1): SB 161 / HB 126  

Sponsored by Senator Kelsey and Representative H. Brooks   

School Vouchers - As introduced, enacts the "Opportunity Scholarship Pilot Program." - 

Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1. 

As originally drafted, SB 161 enacts the Opportunity Scholarship Pilot Program and 

defines “eligible student” and “participating school”.  As amended in the House and the 

Senate, the pilot is limited to LEAs with the most schools in the bottom 5% of overall 

achievement.  Schools within the Achievement School District within the geographic 

footprint of each LEA are to be included in the LEA for the purpose of determining 

schools in the bottom 5%.  The enrollment cap is set at 2,500 for FY 18-19 and increases 

to 5,000 in FY 19-20.  Each LEA is required to notify the Department of Education with 

the names of parents of students eligible for the pilot program.  Participating students 

are authorized to continue beyond the end of the pilot program as scholarship students.  

Additionally, as amended by the House and the Senate, the pilot is limited to 5 years 

starting in the 2018 academic year with the Office of Research and Education 

Accountability under the Comptroller of the Treasury to provide a detailed report on the 

success of the pilot program at the conclusion of the 5 years.   

In addition to the aforementioned, the House amendment excludes students in the IEA 

program, and requires the assessment test to be administered only to students in grades 

3-10. 

SENATE STATUS:   The Senate bill was recommended for passage as amended by the 

Senate Education Committee and was deferred in the Senate Finance, Ways, and Means 

Committee until 2018.   

HOUSE STATUS:   The House bills was recommended for passage as amended by the 

House Education Administration and Planning Committee, recommended for passage as 

amended by the House Government Operations Committee, and deferred in the 

Subcommittee of the House Finance, Ways, and Means Committee to the first calendar of 

2018 
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20. Vouchers (2): SB 380 / HB 336  

Sponsored by Senator Gardenhire and Representative Dunn   

School Vouchers - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Choice & Opportunity Scholarship 

Act." - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1. 

As introduced, HB 336/SB 380 enacts the Tennessee Choice and Opportunity Scholarship 

Act and creates a statewide voucher program. The bill authorizes eligible students to 

apply for and receive vouchers to attend participating non-public schools. Each student is 

required to meet certain eligibility requirements including, but not limited to, being 

zoned for or currently attending a school that is identified as being in the bottom five 

percent of schools in overall achievement data and meeting certain age and income 

requirements.  The language caps the statewide voucher program at 5,000 vouchers for 

FY17-18; 7,500 vouchers in FY18-19; 10,000 vouchers in FY19-20; and 20,000 vouchers in 

FY20-21 and subsequent years. 

SENATE STATUS:   The Senate bill failed in the Senate Education Committee.   

HOUSE STATUS:   The House companion was never put on notice to be heard in 

committee.   

 

21. Vouchers (3): SB 395 / HB 460  

Sponsored by Senator Gresham and Representative Kane   

Scholarships and Financial Aid - As introduced, enacts the "Empowerment Scholarship 

Account Act." - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1. 

This bill establishes a program whereby parents may utilize funds in an empowerment 

scholarship account (ESA) to pay the education expenses of enrolling their eligible 

students/children in a nonpublic school that is participating in the program instead of 

enrolling in a public school.  For purposes of this bill, an "eligible student" is a student 

who: 

(1) Was previously enrolled in a Tennessee public school during the two semesters 

immediately preceding the semester for which the student receives an 

empowerment scholarship account;  

(2) Is eligible to enroll in a Tennessee public school for the first time; or  

(3) Received an empowerment scholarship account in the previous school year. 

An ESA will consist of funds deposited by the Department of Education only. Parents and 

third parties on a parent's behalf may make payments for the costs of educational 

programs and services not covered by the funds in the ESA. 
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The annual amount to which a participating student is entitled under this bill will be equal 

to the amount representing the per pupil state and local funds generated and required 

through the basic education program (BEP) for the LEA in which the student resides and 

is zoned to attend. 

The bill outlines requirements of the parents of an eligible student as well as the 

requirements of the Department of Education and participating school.   

SENATE STATUS:   The Senate bill was assigned to the General Subcommittee of the 

Senate Education Committee.   

HOUSE STATUS:   The House companion bill was taken off notice for the Education 

Administration and Planning Subcommittee.   

 

22. School Bus Seatbelts: SB 381 / HB 395  

Sponsored by Senator Gardenhire and Representative Favors   

School Transportation - As introduced, requires any bus ordered or purchased on or after 

July 1, 2018, to be equipped with a restraint system; requires any bus that is currently used 

to transport students be equipped with a restraint system by July 1, 2023. - Amends TCA 

Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 21 and Title 55, Chapter 9, Part 6. 

Under this bill, any bus ordered or purchased on or after July 1, 2018, for the purpose of 

being owned, operated, or leased by a public or private elementary or secondary school 

or school system, and that is intended to be used to transport students to or from school 

or to or from extracurricular activities and other school events, must be equipped with a 

restraint system approved by the national transportation safety board for the driver and 

all passengers. Any bus owned, operated, or leased by a public or private elementary or 

secondary school or school system, and that is intended to be used to transport students 

to or from school or to or from extracurricular activities and other school events, must no 

later than July 1, 2023, be equipped with a restraint system approved by the national 

transportation safety board for the driver and all passengers. 

SENATE STATUS:   Action deferred in Senate Finance, Ways & Means to first calendar of 

2018. 

HOUSE STATUS:   Taken off notice for calendar in Finance, Ways & Means Subcommittee. 
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23. Independent Hearing Officer: SB 535 / HB 524  

Sponsored by Senator Tracy and Representative Forgety 

Local Education Agencies - As introduced, allows an LEA to petition for an administrative 

hearing on the merits of the commissioner of education's decision to withhold state funds 

from an LEA. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3. 

This bill authorizes an LEA to petition for an administrative hearing on the merits of the 

commissioner of education's decision to withhold state funds from an LEA. 

Under this bill, if the commissioner determines that an LEA is not in compliance with 

state law or the rules and regulations governing the LEA's administration or operation, 

and, in the commissioner's discretion, the LEA's noncompliance warrants the withholding 

of state funds from the LEA as a form of penalty, punishment, or sanction, the LEA will be 

entitled to a hearing on the merits of the commissioner's decision. If the commissioner 

determines that state funds should be withheld from an LEA, the commissioner must 

submit written notice to the LEA of the commissioner's decision within five business days. 

The notice must: 

(1) Provide the reason for the commissioner's decision; and  

(2) Advise the LEA of its right to commence an appeal of the commissioner's decision to 

withhold state funds by filing a petition for review with the administrative procedures 

division of the office of the secretary of state within 15 business days of the notice 

date. 

Notwithstanding any provision in the Uniform Administrative Procedures Act to the 

contrary: 

(1) A hearing under this bill must be conducted by an administrative judge employed in 

the administrative procedures division of the office of the secretary of state sitting 

alone in accordance with the contested case provisions of the Uniform Administrative 

Procedures Act; 

(2) The commissioner's decision to withhold state funds from an LEA will be stayed during 

the pendency of a hearing; and 

(3) The decision of the administrative judge will constitute a final order that is not 

reviewable by the department of education, and may be directly appealed to the 

Chancery Court of Davidson County or to the chancery court in the county in which 

the LEA is located. 

HOUSE AND SENATE STATUS:   After working with the Department of Education, 

Commissioner McQueen agreed to have read into the record a statement specifically 

indicating the process by which an appeals process already exists under the Uniform 
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Administrative Procedures Act. Reading such a statement into the legislative record 

before both the House and the Senate Education Committees prevents the Department of 

Education from claiming that an Administrative Law Judge does not have jurisdiction to 

hear the appeal should an LEA choose to appeal a decision to withhold funds.   

 

24. A-F School Grading System: SB 536 / HB 449  

Sponsored by Senator Tracy and Representative Forgety 

CAPTION BILL  

As amended and passed by the House, this bill revises the present law requirements for 

the school grading system. 

Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, present law requires the department of 

education to develop a school grading system that annually assigns A, B, C, D, and F letter 

grades to schools based on: 

(1) Student performance on the Tennessee comprehensive assessment program (TCAP) 

tests or end-of-course exams; 

(2) Student growth as indicated by Tennessee Value-Added Assessment System (TVAAS) 

data or data from other measures of student growth; and 

(3) Other outcome indicators of student achievement that the department finds to be 

reliable measures of school performance. 

Present law requires the department to include each school's grade on the state report 

card. 

This amendment changes present law by requiring the department to issue schools a 

letter grade for each performance category in (1)-(3) and to include all such grades on 

the state report card. 

This amendment adds to present law by requiring the department to differentiate each 

school's overall performance with an assigned level of effectiveness score. Each school 

must be identified as one of the following based on overall performance: 

(1) Exemplary; 

(2) Advancing; 

(3) Satisfactory; 

(4) Underperforming; or 

(5) Priority. 
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The level of effectiveness scores for each school must be included in the state report 

card. 

SENATE STATUS:   Going into the Senate Education Committee, we had a vote count of 6 

ayes and 4 nays.  We confirmed and reconfirmed that vote count as late as walking into 

the committee for the vote.  Unfortunately, as is the case at times, two Senators who had 

given us their word as yes votes changed their votes during committee.  Senator Hensley 

voted no and Senator Tate passed; making the final vote 4 ayes, 4 nays, and 1 present-

not-voting.  As such, the bill stayed in the Senate Education Committee and will be 

brought back up next year should the Board choose to do so. 

HOUSE STATUS:   On April 10, 2017, after making its way through the committee process, 

House Bill 449 passed on the House Floor with a vote of 78 ayes, 10 nays, and 3 present-

not-voting.   

 

25. Physical Education: SB 558 / HB 372  

Sponsored by Senator Ketron and Representative Kane 

Education - As introduced, enacts the "Tom Cronan Physical Education Act" to require all 

public elementary school students to participate in a physical education class at least two 

times per full calendar week. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, 

Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

Under present law, it is the duty of each LEA to integrate: 

(1) For students in kindergarten through grade one, a minimum of three 15-minute 

periods of non-structured physical activity per day; 

(2) For students in grades two through six, a minimum of two 20-minute periods of non-

structured physical activity at least four days a week; and 

(3) For students in grades seven through 12, a minimum of 90 minutes of physical activity 

per week. 

This bill adds that each LEA must require each student in elementary school to participate 

in a physical education class that meets at least two times per full calendar week during 

the school year. The total class time each full calendar week must be no less than 60 

minutes and must be taught by a licensed teacher with an endorsement in physical 

education or a specialist in physical education. The class will be in addition to the 

requirements described above. 

This bill specifies that a student may be exempted from the class or a particular activity in 

such class if the student's physician certifies in writing that the student's medical 

condition or disability prevents the student from participating in the class or activity. 
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This bill requires an LEA to file an annual report, as required by the commissioner of 

education, verifying that it has met the requirements of this bill. 

SENATE STATUS:   On May 9, 2017, the Senate adopted Amendment #1 and passed Senate 

Bill 558, as amended.  Amendment #1 requires that the needs of students of all physical 

ability levels be met by the physical education class, including students with disabilities 

who must participate in moderate physical activity to the extent appropriate as 

determined by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, the Rehabilitation Act, or 

the student’s IEP.  An accommodation or alternative physical activity must be provided for 

children with disabilities, if necessary. This amendment specifies that a physician, nurse 

practitioner, or physician assistant may write a note to excuse a student from the physical 

education class. 

HOUSE STATUS:   On May 8, 2017, the House companion bill, House Bill 372, failed to 

receive sufficient votes in the House Finance, Ways, and Means Committee to advance to 

the House Floor.   

 

 

 


