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1. Retention Election for Director of Schools: SB19/HB301 (OFF NOTICE)  

Education - As introduced, authorizes a county or city governing body to require the 
director of schools to face a retention election; prohibits a local board of education from 
extending the contract of a director of schools if a majority of those voting on the 
question vote against retaining the director of schools. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 2. 

This bill was taken off notice, so there is still a chance that it could be brought back up 
next year.  

2. Limitations on Usage of Vape Products: SB26/HB97 (PASSED - Public Chapter 144) 

Tobacco, Tobacco Products - As enacted, limits the places in which one may use vapor 
products. - Amends TCA Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 15 and Title 39, Chapter 17, Part 16. 

This bill adds products that can be used to produce or emit a visible or non-visible vapor 
to the definition of "vapor product" under the "Prevention of Youth Access to Tobacco 
and Vapor Products Act."  It limits the places in which one may use vapor products 
under the "Children's Act for Clean Indoor Air" to those places where smoking is 
currently prohibited, including child care centers, group care homes, and public schools.  
In addition, this bill extends the distance from any entrance an adult school staff 
member must be in order to smoke from 50+ to 100+ feet, and removes the exception 
that permits adults to smoke on school grounds after school hours.   

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

3. Expands CTE Programs to Middle School Students: SB63/HB866 (PASSED – Public 
Chapter 366) 

Education, Curriculum - As enacted, expands career and technical education programs to 
middle school grades; requires the board of career and technical education to plan 
facilities for comprehensive career and technical training for middle school students. - 
Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill changes the present law to require that the comprehensive career and technical 
education program must be accessible to all students in grades 6-12 and planned to 
serve at least 50% of the students in grades 6-12.  Appropriate counseling shall also be 
provided to students in grades 6-8, as it is in high school.  Training for middle school 
students may be in facilities where space and resources are available to high school 
students or in existing middle school facilities.  The language of this bill also encourages 
the department of education to begin preparing students for a career and technical 
education (CTE) pathway by introducing students to career exploration opportunities 
and provide professional development opportunities for teachers and faculty related to 
CTE. 
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Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

4. Clarification of the Course Access Program Act: SB166/HB241 (PASSED – Public 
Chapter 146) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, specifies that a student may only enroll in two 
course access program courses per school year, unless additional courses are approved 
by the student's home LEA, and that students must pay all tuition and fees required for 
any additional courses taken during the same year; requires a home LEA to pay the 
required tuition and fees to a host LEA for the first two course access program courses in 
which a student is enrolled per school year. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 18. 

The purpose of this bill was to clarify the original intent of the Course Access Program 
Act that passed last year to state that students may enroll in two course access program 
courses per school year.  It previously said that students may enroll in two course access 
program courses, without the specification of “per school year.”   

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

5. Requires LEAs to Adopt a Trauma-Informed Discipline Policy: SB170/HB405 (PASSED – 
Public Chapter 421) 

Education - As enacted, requires LEAs and public charter schools to adopt a trauma-
informed discipline policy; requires the department of education to develop guidance on 
trauma-informed discipline practices that LEAs must use to develop a trauma-informed 
discipline policy. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill requires each LEA and public charter school to adopt a trauma-informed 
discipline policy as a strategy to address adverse childhood experiences (ACES).  ACES is 
defined in TCA 49-1-230 as “stressful or traumatic events experienced by a minor. ACEs 
include, but are not limited to, a child witnessing or being the victim of, physical abuse, 
sexual abuse, emotional abuse, physical neglect, emotional neglect, domestic violence, 
substance abuse, mental illness, parental separation or divorce, and incarceration.”   

According to this bill, each trauma-informed policy must:  

1) Balance accountability with an understanding of traumatic behavior; 
2) Teach school and classroom rules while reinforcing that violent or abusive behavior 

is not allowed at school; 
3) Minimize disruptions to education with an emphasis on positive behavioral supports 

and behavioral intervention plans; 
4) Create consistent rules and consequences; and 
5) Model respectful, nonviolent relationships 
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The Department of Education is also required to develop guidance on trauma-informed 
discipline practices that LEAs must use to develop their policy.   

Effective Date: May 21, 2019 

6. Video Footage from Cameras on School Buses: SB182/HB248 (PASSED – Public Chapter 
256) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, requires local boards of education to adopt 
policies to allow a parent to view photos or video footage collected from a camera or 
video camera installed inside a school bus under certain circumstances. - Amends TCA 
Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

This bill requires a local board of education to adopt a policy establishing a process to 
allow a parent of a student to view photographs or video footage collected from a 
camera installed inside a school bus (if the LEA has buses operating with a camera).  The 
policy must require that the photos or video footage be viewed under the supervision of 
the director of schools or a designee, and it must comply with the Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA).  This DOES NOT require the LEA to purchase camera or 
video recording equipment for school buses.   

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

7. Mandates Paper/Pencil Testing for 2019-2020 and Delays Tom Cronan PE Act to 2020-
2021: SB187/HB982 (PASSED – Public Chapter 475) 

Education - As enacted, requires that the Tennessee comprehensive assessment program 
(TCAP) tests administered in the 2019-2020 school year be administered in paper format; 
revises provisions regarding physical education. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill requires that the Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) tests 
administered in the 2019-2020 school year be administered in paper format.  It also 
requires each LEA to participate, before TCAP tests are administered in the 2020-2021 
school year, in an online verification test conducted by the department of education.  
The Commissioner of Education will determine, based on the results of the online 
verification test, the format for TCAP tests administered in the 2020-2021 school year.  

An unrelated provision was added on to this bill in the final days of session to delay the 
implementation of the Tom Cronan Physical Education Act to the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Under this Act, each LEA must require each student in elementary school to 
participate in a physical education class that meets at least two times per full school 
week, and the total physical education class time each full school week shall be no less 
than sixty (60) minutes.  The physical education class shall be taught by a licensed 
teacher with an endorsement in physical education or by a specialist in physical 
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education.  Each LEA will also have to file an annual report with the Commissioner of 
Education verifying that the LEA has met the physical education requirements of this 
Act.  For Carter and Dyer counties, implementation will begin in the 2021-2022 school 
year.  

Effective Date: Section 1 – May 24, 2019; Section 2 – July 1, 2019  

8. Allows School Bus Camera to Record Unlawful Passing of Stopped Buses: 
SB205/HB268 (PASSED – Public Chapter 418) 

School Transportation - As enacted, permits LEAs to install cameras on school buses to 
record vehicles that unlawfully pass a stopped school bus; establishes requirements for 
such cameras and their use. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 21 and Title 55, 
Chapter 8. 

This bill permits any LEA to purchase, install, operate, and maintain cameras on the 
exterior of school buses, or enter into a contract with a private vendor to do so, for the 
purpose of recording vehicles failing to stop upon approaching a school bus.  If an LEA 
chooses to install cameras for this purpose, they must enter into a memorandum of 
understanding with local law enforcement for the preservation of evidence from the 
camera.  Only POST-certified or state-commissioned law enforcement officers are 
authorized to review the evidence to determine whether a violation has occurred.   

One hundred percent of the proceeds from any fine based solely upon evidence 
obtained from a school bus camera shall be allocated to the LEA without being 
designated for any particular purpose.  However, the LEA may use the proceeds for the 
purpose of defraying the costs of purchasing, installing, operating, or maintaining the 
camera, or reimbursing or compensating the vendor with which the LEA contracted to 
do so.  If the LEA does use the proceeds to reimburse or compensate a vendor, then the 
LEA shall create procedures for and maintain records of such reimbursement or 
compensation. 

Effective Date: May 21, 2019 

9. Lowers Age Requirement for School Bus Endorsement for Veterans & Teachers: 
SB245/HB200 (PASSED – Public Chapter 38) 

School Transportation - As enacted, reduces, from 25 to 23, the age required for a person 
to receive an initial school bus endorsement if the person is an honorably discharged 
veteran of the United States armed forces, a member of the National Guard or reserves, 
or a licensed teacher employed by an LEA. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 55. 
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This bill lowers the age requirement to receive an initial school bus endorsement from 
25 to 23 if the person is an honorably discharged veteran of the Armed Forces, National 
Guard or Reserves, or a teacher employed by an LEA.  

Effective Date: January 1, 2020.  

10. School Systems Selling Surplus Property: SB269/HB207 (PASSED – Public Chapter 413) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, revises provisions governing the sale of surplus 
property by an LEA. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 20. 

All LEAs that receive any state funds shall sell surplus property to the highest bidder 
after advertising in a newspaper of general circulation at least seven days prior to the 
sale.  The sale may be to the highest bidder through an internet auction website used by 
the LEA, the local government, or this state.  An internet auction must be open for 
bidding for at least seven days.   

Surplus personal property of LEAs that has no value or that has a value of less than 
$500, as agreed upon in writing by the local board of education, may be disposed of 
without the necessity of bids.  Current law applies to surplus property with a value less 
than $250.  

This bill also establishes that computers may be donated or traded in for the purpose of 
purchasing new computers. 

Effective Date: May 21, 2019 

11. Reduces Requirements for Physical Education Classes: SB330/HB1244 (FAILED in 
Senate/OFF NOTICE in House)  

Education, Curriculum - As amended, decreases, from "at least two" to "at least one", 
the number of physical education class meetings an LEA must require elementary school 
students to attend each full school week.  Also decreases, from 60 to 45 minutes, the 
minimum required class time for a P.E. class each full week. - Amends TCA Section 49-6-
1021. 

This bill failed in the Senate Education Committee; and, therefore, was “Held on the 
House clerk’s desk” after making it to the House Floor.   

If this bill had passed, it would have reduced the requirements of the Tom Cronan 
Physical Education Act.  With this bill, the Act would require elementary school students 
to attend physical education class at least one day, and for a total of at least 45 minutes, 
per full school week.   

While, SB187/HB982 will delay the implementation of the Tom Cronan Physical 
Education Act to 2020-2021, the requirements have yet to be decreased.  If it is the will 
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of the TOSS membership and board, this is something the TOSS Government Relations 
Team can work towards decreasing the requirements during the next legislative session.  

12. Composition of Evaluations for Teachers Without Access to Individual Student Growth 
Data: SB373/HB66 (OFF NOTICE) 

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, reduces, from 30 percent to 
15 percent, the portion of a teacher's evaluation that must be comprised of student 
achievement data, if the teacher does not have access to individual data representative 
of student growth; allows the teacher to decide whether an additional 15 percent of the 
evaluation is based on student growth and represented by TVAAS evaluation composites; 
specifies that the qualitative portion must be increased to account for the remainder of 
the teacher's evaluation. - Amends TCA Section 49-1-302. 

This bill was taken off notice in the Senate, as it was evident after much discussion with 
Chairman of the Senate Education that this bill would not be moving forward.  It is still in 
a posture that would allow it to move forward in the next legislative session though.   

If this bill were to pass, it would give teachers who do not have access to individual 
student growth data (those without a state assessment or portfolio) the choice of 
increasing their observation score instead of using the school-wide growth score.  This 
would give teachers the opportunity to meet with their evaluator and decide which 
score better represents that teacher’s work.   

13. Funds for Noneducational Purposes: SB375/HB34 (PASSED – Public Chapter 134) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, allows a local board of education to authorize a 
teacher, school employee, or other person employed by the LEA to raise funds for 
noneducational purposes; requires the local board of education that authorizes funds to 
be raised for noneducational purposes to create policies and procedures for the receipt, 
disbursement, and accounting of funds raised. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 
49, Chapter 3. 

This bill allows a local board of education to authorize a teacher, school employee, or 
other person employed by the LEA to raise funds for noneducational purposes, and 
requires a board to create policies and procedures for the receipt, disbursement, and 
accounting of those funds raised. This bill specifies that: 

1) The policies must include sources from which an employee may derive 
noneducational purpose funds, which may include vending machine revenue, 
donations, or other sources approved by the board; 

2) The policies must include guidelines for how funds for noneducational purposes may 
be used, which may include bereavement, award recognition, employee morale, or 
banquets; and 



 

 
TOSS 2019 LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY                                                                                                                                                                              8 

 

3) The comptroller of the treasury may audit all funds raised pursuant to this bill, at the 
expense of the local board of education.  

This bill further specifies that any group of persons raising money for noneducational 
purposes pursuant to this bill and the policies and procedures of a board are not 
considered a "school support organization," thereby exempting such activity and policy 
from the present law requirements for the operation of such an organization, such as 
maintaining detailed statements of receipts and disbursements. 

Effective Date: April 9, 2019 

14. Permits Designation of Joint Primary Residential Parents: SB402/HB169 (PASSED – 
Public Chapter 83) 

Child Custody and Support - As enacted, permits a designation as joint primary 
residential parents or a waiver of the primary residential parent designation upon 
agreement of the parents when the child is scheduled to reside an equal amount of time 
with both parents; allows the address of either parent to be used to determine school 
zoning when the child is scheduled to reside an equal amount of time with both parents. 
- Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 36. 

This bill changes "custodian" to "primary residential parent" in the provisions for 
designation for purposes of state and federal law and insurance policies.  This bill also 
adds authorization for parents to agree to a designation as joint primary residential 
parents or to waive the designation of a primary residential parent when the child is 
scheduled to reside an equal time with both parents.  This bill impacts LEAs, because it 
specifies that the address of either parent may be used to determine school zoning 
when the child is scheduled to reside an equal amount of time with both parents. 

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

15. Alternative to Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten Growth Portfolio Model: 
SB442/HB91 (PASSED – Public Chapter 376) 

Education - As enacted, authorizes LEAs that receive pre-kindergarten program approval 
to utilize a comparable alternative measure of student growth approved by the state 
board of education and adopted by the LEA, rather than the pre-k/kindergarten growth 
portfolio model approved by the state board of education in the evaluation of pre-
kindergarten and kindergarten teachers; creates portfolio review committee. - Amends 
TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 1. 

This bill requires LEAs that receive pre-kindergarten program approval to utilize either 
the pre-k/kindergarten growth portfolio model, or a comparable alternative measure of 
student growth approved by the State Board of Education and adopted by the LEA.   
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It also states that, for the 2018-2019 school year, employment termination or adverse 
compensation decision for pre-k or kindergarten teachers shall not be based solely on 
date generated by the growth portfolio model.   

Finally, this bill creates a portfolio review committee.  The committee will, among other 
things: identify expectations for the pre-k/kindergarten growth portfolio model and 
areas of improvement for the growth portfolio model; and study and consider 
alternative options for measuring student growth in prekindergarten and kindergarten. 
The department of education will identify additional opportunities for educators and 
stakeholders throughout this state to provide feedback on the growth portfolio model 
on an ongoing basis.  The committee will report its findings and recommendations to 
the education committees of the Senate and House no later than August 1, 2019, at 
which time the committee will cease to exist. 

Effective Date: May 10, 2019 

16. Authorizes LEAs to Offer Internship Programs: SB504/HB559 (PASSED – Public Chapter 
304) 

Education - As enacted, authorizes LEAs to offer internship programs for elective credits 
in the high school curriculum through cooperative agreements with local and state 
governments. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 

This bill authorizes an LEA to offer internship programs for elective credits in the high 
school curriculum through cooperative agreements with local or state governments in 
the geographical area served by the LEA.  An internship program must be a minimum of 
six weeks and may be offered during the summer or school year.  

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

17. Additional Professional Development Points: SB565/HB632 (PASSED – Public Chapter 
464) 

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, requires, beginning with the 
2019-2020 school year, the state board of education to award a teacher five additional 
professional development points if the teacher's overall evaluation demonstrates an 
overall performance effectiveness level of "above expectations" or "significantly above 
expectations" and the evaluation is based on the teacher's performance while employed 
at a school that is on the priority list or the focus list. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

Beginning with the 2019-2020 school year, the state board of education shall award a 
teacher five additional professional development points if the teacher's evaluation 
demonstrates an overall performance effectiveness level of "above expectations" or 
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"significantly above expectations" and the evaluation is based on the teacher's 
performance while employed at a school that is on the priority list or the focus list.   

Effective Date: May 24, 2019 

18. Alternative Education for Students who Have Been Suspended or Expelled: 
SB604/HB664 (PASSED – Public Chapter 465) 

Education - As enacted, revises certain provisions regarding alternative schools. - 
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 13 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 

Under present law, attendance in an alternative school is voluntary for students who 
have been suspended or expelled unless the local board of education adopts a policy 
mandating attendance in either instance.  

This bill would instead provide that students in grades 7-12 who have been suspended 
or expelled from the regular school program must be assigned to an alternative school 
or alternative program if there is space and staff available.  Attendance in an alternative 
school or alternative program will be voluntary for students in grades 1-6 who have 
been suspended or expelled from the regular school program unless the local board of 
education adopts a policy mandating attendance in either instance.  

Effective Date: May 24, 2019 

19. Use of Student Growth Data to Benefit Teachers: SB784/HB928 (PASSED – Public 
Chapter 42) 

Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As enacted, revises the use of student growth 
data for purposes of a teacher's or principal's annual evaluation; deletes obsolete 
provisions regarding the use of student growth data; excludes, for the 2018-2019 and 
2019-2020 school years, student growth evaluation composites generated by 
assessments administered in the 2017-2018 school year if the exclusion results in a 
higher evaluation score for the teacher. - Amends TCA Section 49-1-302. 

This bill states that, for the 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 school years, student growth evaluation 
composites generated by assessments administered in the 2017-2018 school year shall be 
excluded from the student growth measure of a teacher's evaluation, if such exclusion results in 
a higher evaluation score for the teacher. 

Effective Date: March 22, 2019 
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20. Special Education TCA Clean-Up: SB790/HB934 (PASSED – Public Chapter 107)  

Education, Dept. of - As enacted, makes various changes to the state's special education 
laws; transfers, from the state board of education to the department of education, 
control over the state's special schools. - Amends TCA Section 4-5-322; Title 49, Chapter 
10 and Title 49, Chapter 50. 

This bill was largely a “cleanup bill,” meaning it was used to remove a significant amount 
of outdated law from the code, to align our state law with IDEA.  The main thing to note 
is that this bill changes nothing in terms of services or funding.  While intellectually 
gifted and functional delay are no longer specifically listed as disabilities in the law, they 
do remain in the State Board policy.   

Effective Date: April 11, 2019 

21. Governor Lee’s ESA/Voucher Program: SB795/HB939 (PASSED – Public Chapter 506) 

Education - As enacted, enacts the "Tennessee Education Savings Account Pilot 
Program." - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 

This bill creates the “Tennessee Education Savings Account Pilot Program,” which allows 
some students to receive state funds in the form of an Education Savings Account (ESA) 
to pay for their education at a participating private school.   

To be eligible, a student must be a resident of the state who: 

(A) Was previously enrolled in and attended a Tennessee public school for the one full 
school year immediately preceding the school year for which the student receives an 
education savings account; is eligible for the first time to enroll in a Tennessee 
school; or received an education savings account in the previous school year;   

(B) Is a student in any of the grades kindergarten through twelve;  
(C) Is zoned to attend a school in Metro Nashville Public Schools, Shelby County Schools, 

or the Achievement School District; and 
(D) Is a member of a household with an annual income for the previous year that does 

not exceed twice the federal income eligibility guidelines for free lunch.  

If a student ceases to be a resident of the LEA in which the student resided when the 
student began participating in the program, or if the student’s household income ceases 
to meet the requirements, the student’s ESA will be closed.   

Because an education savings account is a state or local public benefit under TCA 4-58-
102, children of undocumented immigrants are not eligible to participate. 
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The ESA funds may be used for one or more of the following expenses of the student:  

(A) Tuition or fees at a participating school; 
(B) Textbooks required by a participating school; 
(C) Tutoring services provided by a tutor or tutoring facility that meets the requirements 

established by the department and the state board; 
(D)  Fees for transportation to and from a participating school or educational provider 

paid to a fee-for-service transportation provider; 
(E) Fees for early postsecondary opportunity courses and examinations required for 

college admission; 
(F) Computer hardware, technological devices, or other technology fees approved by 

the department, if the computer hardware, technological device, or technology fee 
is used for the student's educational needs and is purchased through a participating 
school, private school, or provider; 

(G) School uniforms, if required by a participating school; 
(H) Tuition and fees for summer education programs and specialized afterschool 

education programs, as approved by the department, which do not include 
afterschool childcare; 

(I) Tuition and fees at an eligible postsecondary institution; 
(J) Textbooks required by an eligible postsecondary institution; 
(K) Educational therapy services provided by therapists that meet the requirements 

established by the department and the state board; or 
(L) Fees for the management of the ESA by a private or nonprofit financial management 

organization, as approved by the department. The fees must not exceed (2%) of the 
funds deposited in a participating student's ESA in a fiscal year 

A participating student, who is otherwise eligible to return to the student's LEA, may 
return to the student's LEA at any time after enrolling in the program.  Upon a 
participating student's return to the student's LEA, the student's ESA will be closed and 
any remaining funds must be returned to the state treasurer to be placed in the basic 
education program account of the education trust fund of 1992.  

A participating student is ineligible to participate in a sport sanctioned by an association 
that regulates interscholastic athletics for the first year in which the student attends a 
participating school if: the participating student attended a Tennessee public school and 
participated in that sport; the student participated in that sport in the year immediately 
preceding the year in which the participating student enrolled in the participating 
school; and the participating student has not relocated outside the LEA in which the 
Tennessee public school that the participating student formerly attended is located.  

The program shall begin enrolling participating students no later than the 2021-2022 
school year. 
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The number of participating students enrolled in the program must not exceed: 

(1) For the first school year of operation, 5,000 students; 

(2) For the second school year of operation, 7,500 students; 

(3) For the third school year of operation, 10,000 students; 

(4) For the fourth school year of operation, 12,500 students; and 

(5) For the fifth school year of operation, and for each school year and thereafter, 
15,000 students. 

For the first three years that the program enrolls students, the school improvement 
fund shall disburse an annual grant to each LEA with participating students to be used 
for school improvement in an amount equal to the ESA amount for participating 
students from their LEA.  After the first three years, any balance of unused funds 
allocated to the program must be disbursed as an annual school improvement grant to 
LEAs that have priority schools, but that do not have participating students in the 
program.   

As a condition of participating in the program, participating students in grades 3-11 
must be annually administered the TCAP tests for math and English language arts, or 
successor tests authorized by the state board of education for math and English 
language arts. 

Effective Date: May 24, 2019 

22. Statewide Charter Authorizing Commission: SB796/HB940 (PASSED – Public Chapter 
219) 

Schools, Charter - As enacted, revises various provisions of the Tennessee Public Charter 
Schools Act of 2002; creates public charter school commission. - Amends TCA Title 49, 
Chapter 13. 

This bill creates a nine-member public charter school commission, which will serve as an 
appellate charter school authorizer and as the LEA for any public charter school that it 
authorizes.  The Tennessee public charter school commission will serve as an 
independent state entity for the purpose of serving as an appellate public charter school 
authorizer and the LEA for any public charter school it authorizes. Beginning in the 2020-
2021 school year, the commission has the authority to authorize public charter schools 
on appeal of a local board of education's decision to deny a public charter school 
application.  A public charter school that is authorized by the commission must operate 
within the geographic boundaries of the local board of education that denied approval 
of the initial public charter school application.  The commission may adopt policies and 
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procedures for the commission and the commission's authorized public charter schools.  
The governor will appoint the nine commission members, subject to confirmation by 
each house of the general assembly.  There will be at least three commission members 
from each grand division of the state, and majority of the commission members must 
reside within the geographic boundary of an LEA in which at least one public charter 
school operates.   

Effective Date: April 26, 2019 

23. Governor's Civics Seal: SB800/HB944 (PASSED – Public Chapter 330) 

Education - As enacted, establishes the Governor's Civics Seal to recognize public schools 
and local education agencies implementing high-quality civic education programs. - 
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 10. 

This bill establishes the Governor's Civics Seal to recognize public schools and local 
education agencies that implement high-quality civic education programs that prepare 
students for career and civic life.  The criteria that a school must meet to earn the seal 
shall be developed by the Department of Education and adopted by the State Board of 
Education.    

On the State Report Card, the Department of Education shall identify each school 
earning the Seal as a Tennessee Excellence in Civics Education School and each local 
education agency in which at least eighty percent (80%) of the LEA's schools earn the 
Seal as a Tennessee Excellence in Civics Education District.  

Effective Date: May 10, 2019 

24. Reporting on Instructional Salaries and Wages: SB802/HB946 (PASSED – Public 
Chapter 153)  

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, requires an LEA to report to the department of 
education, for each year that the LEA receives an increase in state funding for 
instructional wages and salaries, how the increase was utilized by the LEA; requires the 
department of education to report the information to the BEP review committee; 
requires the BEP review committee to include the information in its annual report on the 
BEP. - Amends TCA Section 49-3-306. 

This bill requires an LEA to report to the Department of Education each year that the 
LEA receives an increase in state funding for instructional wages and salaries on how the 
increase was utilized by the LEA.  It also requires the Department of Education to report 
the information to the BEP review committee, and for the BEP review committee to 
include the information in its annual report.   

Effective Date: April 18, 2019 
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25. School Safety Grants: SB803/HB947 (PASSED – Public Chapter 154) 

Education - As enacted, requires, instead of authorizes, the Tennessee school safety 
center to establish school safety grants to assist LEAs in funding programs that address 
school safety; revises other various provisions regarding school safety grants. - Amends 
TCA Section 49-1-1004 and Section 49-6-4302. 

This bill requires the Tennessee School Safety Center to develop a school safety grant 
and application.  It specifies that in the application an LEA must describe how the grant 
funds will be used to improve and support school safety, align with the needs identified 
in a school safety assessment, and will be used to support the LEA's authorized charter 
schools, if applicable.  This bill requires the center to reserve monies to fund school 
safety grants based on applications received from LEAs with schools that did not have a 
full-time school resource officer during the 2018-2019 school year and that describe the 
LEA's intent to utilize the grant for school resource officers, and to that end, the center 
must prioritize school safety grants based on such applications.  Any reserved funding 
awarded pursuant to provisions must be allocated as set out in present law and must be 
available for school safety grants awarded for the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 school 
years.   

Any reserved funds that are not awarded pursuant to this provision must be reallocated 
in accordance with present law. The allocation provided in present law is as follows: (A) 
Funding is available to each LEA in the same percentage that the LEA's share of basic 
education program (BEP) funding bears to statewide BEP funding; (B) Funding is subject 
to a 25 percent match by the LEA, adjusted for the LEA's fiscal capacity under the BEP 
formula. The match requirement may be satisfied by local or contributed funds or by 
personnel or other in-kind expenses assumed by the LEA; and (C) State funding is also 
subject to submission by the LEA to the school safety center of a proposed plan of 
expenditures to accomplish one or more safety provision and approval of that plan by 
the center. 

Effective Date: April 18, 2019 

26. Career Aptitude Assessment for Students: SB809/HB953 (PASSED – Public Chapter 
108) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, requires an LEA to make certain interest 
inventories available to students in grades five through nine; requires an LEA to 
administer a career aptitude assessment to students in grades seven or eight. - Amends 
TCA Section 49-6-412. 

Present law requires that an interest inventory such as the Kuder assessment, Myers-
Briggs Type Indicator personality inventory, the ASVAB, the EXPLORE administered by 
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ACT, Inc., or the College Board Career Finder provided by the College Board, or other 
interest or career inventory be available to all public middle schoolers or ninth graders 
to assist students in determining their interests and in making career decisions.  Present 
law requires LEAs to annually send summary data obtained from the interest inventories 
and personality profiles to the State Board of Education, and requires the State Board to 
consider the data in making decisions concerning standards for public school students 
that are relevant to their career decisions and academic strengths and weaknesses. 

This bill clarifies that an LEA must make an interest inventory available as described 
above.  It also adds a requirement that LEAs administer a career aptitude assessment to 
students in grade seven or eight.  This bill describes a career aptitude assessment as a 
tool used to help a student understand how a variety of skills and attributes impact the 
student's potential success and satisfaction with different career options and work 
environments. This bill requires the department of education to identify career aptitude 
assessments that LEAs may administer for purposes of this bill. 

Effective Date: April 11, 2019 

27. BEP Funded School Nurse Positions: SB909/HB653 (OFF NOTICE)  

Education - As introduced, increases the number of BEP funded full-time public school 
nurse positions from one for every 3,000 students to one for every 700 students; 
increases the number of full-time public school nurses considered sufficient for the public 
school nurse program to adequately provide services from one nurse for every 3,000 
students to one nurse for every 700 students. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 68, Chapter 
1, Part 12. 

If this bill was to pass, it would increase the number of BEP funded full-time public 
school nurse positions from one for every 3,000 students to one for every 700 students.  
Due to the significant fiscal note on this bill, it was taken off notice.  However, it can still 
continue to move in the next legislative session.   

28. Career Readiness Exams In Lieu of College Readiness Retake: SB917/HB294 (OFF 
NOTICE) 

Education - As introduced, allows, subject to available appropriations, students to take 
the ACT WorkKeys® National Career Readiness Certificate examinations in lieu of 
retaking the postsecondary readiness examination required at grade 11. - Amends TCA 
Section 49-6-6001. 

If this bill was to pass, it would allow students to use the funds appropriated for a retake 
of the ACT/SAT to take the ACT WorkKeys Career Readiness exam instead.  Though it 
was taken off notice this year, it can still continue to move in the next legislative session.   
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29. Community Schools: SB1058/HB1330 (PASSED – Public Chapter 453) 

Education - As enacted, revises various provisions of the Tennessee Community Schools 
Act. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 24. 

This bill revises the Tennessee Community Schools Act, as follows: 

1) Requires a community school to designate an individual to lead and coordinate the 
planning and implementation of programming for the school; 

2) Requires a community school, in order to be eligible for any community school grant 
available under the Act, to develop a plan that provides for: integrated student 
supports; expanded and enriched learning time and opportunities; active family and 
community engagement; and collaborative leadership and practices; 

3) Revises the present law requirement that the department assist LEAs and schools in 
writing grants for community school funding.  Under the present law, the 
department may seek funds from private donors and through grants to fund LEAs' 
efforts to create community schools and to support the schools.  The department 
must assist LEAs and schools in writing grants for funding of community schools by 
providing technical assistance directly or through a resource and referral directory 
established and maintained by the department.  This amendment revises these 
provisions to instead require the department to strongly encourage LEAs and 
schools to combine multiple funding sources to create community schools and to 
support the schools.  This amendment also encourages, instead of requires, the 
department to assist LEAs and schools with technical assistance to locate other 
available funding sources for community schools; 

4) Adds to the requirement that a community school fulfill in order to qualify for a 
community school grant.  Present law requires a community school to have certain 
components in order to qualify for a community school grant, such as weekend 
programming and maintenance of attendance records.  This amendment adds that a 
community school must also do the following in order to qualify for a grant: meet 
the requirement of this amendment described above in (1) and (2); conduct a 
baseline analysis of the school, the contents of which must be developed by the 
department in consultation with the LEA and any community partner providing 
community school programming; and transmit the data collected from the analysis 
to the department at intervals determined by the department in order to measure 
the effectiveness of the community school programming implements at the school; 
and 

5) Requires the department to work with at least one statewide coalition composed of 
practitioners, administrators, advocates, and other stakeholders to identify 
opportunities for the department to support the formation and effective 
administration of community schools in this state by focusing on and sharing best 
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practices regarding: professional development; policy and advocacy; 
communications; stakeholder engagement; and program evaluation. 

Effective Date: May 22, 2019 

30. Automated External Defibrillators in Schools: SB1135/HB776 (PASSED – Public Chapter 
391) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, requires, rather than encourages, all public 
middle and elementary schools to place one or more automated external defibrillator 
(AED) devices within the school. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 68, Chapter 140, Part 4. 

This bill requires all public middle and elementary schools to place one or more 
automated external defibrillator (AED) devices within the school.  This is already 
required in all public high schools.   

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

31. Requires the Number of BEP Instructional Positions Reflect the Number of Teachers 
for Class Size Requirements: SB1149/HB255 (OFF NOTICE)  

Basic Education Program (BEP) – As introduced, requires, beginning with the 2019-2020 
fiscal year, the number of instructional positions funded under the BEP to reflect the 
number of teachers a school district is required to employ to comply with maximum class 
size requirements. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3. 

This bill would require that, by the 2019-2020 fiscal year, the number of instructional 
positions funded under the basic education programs (BEPs) to reflect the number of 
teachers a school district is required to employ to comply with maximum class size 
requirements.  This would mean instructional positions would need to be established at 
a school level rather than overall district level.   

Due to the significant fiscal note on this bill, it was taken off notice.  However, it can still 
continue to move in the next legislative session. 

32. Human Trafficking Video: SB1195/HB970 (PASSED – Public Chapter 269) 

Education, Curriculum - As enacted, requires that the family life curriculum used in public 
schools include instruction on the detection, intervention, prevention, and treatment of 
human trafficking in which the victim is a child; requires each local board of education to 
require that each teacher employed by the board receive a one-time in-service training 
on the detection, intervention, prevention, and treatment of human trafficking in which 
the victim is a child, which must be accomplished through the viewing of a video 
recording approved by the LEA. - Amends TCA Title 49. 
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This bill requires that the Family Life curriculum include instruction on the detection, 
intervention, and treatment of human trafficking in which the victim is a child.  The 
instruction is to be accomplished by viewing a video approved by the LEA.  There is a 
specific video released by the not-for-profit End Slavery TN that was referred to by the 
sponsor of the bill.   

This bill says that LEAs must require each teacher employed by the LEA to receive a one-
time in-service training on the detection, intervention, and treatment of human 
trafficking in which the victim is a child.  The approved in-service training plan must 
specify the amount of in-service credit a teacher will receive for viewing the video.  The 
local board of education must also maintain a record of all teachers who complete the 
in-service training. 

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

33. Exceptions for Enrollment for Children of US Armed Forces Members: SB1197/HB1194 
(PASSED – Public Chapter 138) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, requires a board of education to allow a student 
who is the dependent child of a member of the United States armed forces and who does 
not reside within the boundaries of the school district to enroll in a public school within 
the school district under certain circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 

This bill requires a board of education to allow a student who does not reside within the 
boundaries of the school district to enroll in a public school within the school district if: 

1) The student is the dependent child of a service member who is being relocated to 
this state on military orders and will, upon relocation, be a resident of the school 
district, but will not be a resident of the school district when the school district 
conducts an open enrollment period; and 

2) The service member provides the school district with documentation evidencing that 
the student is the dependent child of the service member and that the service 
member is being relocated to this state on military orders and will, upon relocation, 
be a resident of the school district. 

This bill requires each board of education to adopt policies to establish a reasonable 
period of time within which a student permitted to enroll and attend a public school 
under this bill must provide proof of residency within the school district.  

This bill will apply to students seeking enrollment in a public school in this state for the 
2019-2020 school and each school year thereafter. 

Effective Date: April 9, 2019 
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34. Authorizes LEAs to Establish a Threat Assessment Team: SB1238/HB1158 (PASSED – 
Public Chapter 394) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, authorizes LEAs to establish a threat assessment 
team for the purpose of developing comprehensive, intervention-based approaches to 
prevent violence, manage reports of potential threats, and create a system that fosters a 
safe, supportive, and effective school environment. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill authorizes each LEA to adopt a policy to establish a threat assessment team to 
develop comprehensive intervention-based approaches to prevent violence, manage 
reports of potential threats, and create a system that fosters a safe, supportive, and 
effective school environment.  

A threat assessment team must include LEA personnel and law enforcement personnel. 
An LEA's threat assessment team may include juvenile services personnel, a 
representative of the local district attorney's office, a representative of the department 
of children's services, and mental health service providers. 

If a threat assessment team makes a preliminary determination that an individual poses 
a threat of violence or exhibits significantly disruptive behavior or need for assistance, 
this bill authorizes the threat assessment team to request law enforcement information 
or records and court files and records, which may be provided as deemed appropriate 
by the applicable law enforcement agency or juvenile court.  This bill prohibits a 
member of a threat assessment team from disclosing any court files or records obtained 
pursuant to any such request or otherwise using any record of an individual beyond the 
purpose for which the disclosure was made.  This bill does not require a law 
enforcement agency or juvenile court to produce a record requested by a threat 
assessment team or limit the discretion of a law enforcement agency or juvenile court. 

This bill provides immunity from civil liability to threat assessment teams and individual 
members of threat assessment teams, and persons providing information to threat 
assessment teams, for any lawful actions taken in accordance with this bill.  

Effective Date: May 10, 2019 

35. Civics Test Graduation Requirement: SB1243/HB1016 (PASSED – Public Chapter 442) 

Education, Curriculum - As enacted, requires students to pass a civics test to receive a full 
diploma upon graduation from high school; revises and enacts other provisions relating 
to civics test. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill requires students to pass a civics test to receive a full diploma upon graduation 
from high school.  LEAs are required to create a test from the citizenship and 
naturalization test with at least 50 questions: at least 29 on American Government, at 
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least 16 on American History, and at least 7 questions on integrated civics.  Students 
must answer at least 70% of the questions correctly to receive a passing score, which 
must be listed on their transcript.  Any high school whose seniors receiving a regular 
diploma have all scored 85% or higher on the test will be deemed a U.S. Civics All-Star 
School. 

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

36. Education on Centennial of Women’s Suffrage: SB1248/HB1192 (PASSED – Public 
Chapter 450) 

Education, Curriculum - As enacted, requires the department of education and public 
schools to commemorate the centennial of women's suffrage and recognize the 
Tennesseans who were instrumental in securing all women the right to vote for the 
purpose of educating students about the ratification of the nineteenth amendment to 
the United States Constitution on August 18, 1920, and to educate students on the state 
of Tennessee's fundamental role in guaranteeing all women the right to vote. - Amends 
TCA Section 49-6-1028. 

During each month of the 2019-2020 school year, public schools will be required to 
provide instruction to students in kindergarten through grade 12 on different aspects of 
the women's suffrage movement that aligns with the timing of the legislative events of 
the year immediately preceding the ratification of the nineteenth amendment to the 
United States Constitution on August 18, 1920.  This will commemorate the centennial 
of women’s suffrage and recognize the Tennesseans who were instrumental in securing 
all women the right to vote. 

Effective Date: May 22, 2019 

37. Title 49 Clean-Up Bill: SB1251/HB788 (PASSED – Public Chapter 248)  

Education - As enacted, makes various changes to state education laws; revises certain 
duties of the commissioner of education; transfers certain duties from the department of 
education to local boards of education; transfers certain duties from the state board of 
education to local education agencies. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill was used to “clean up” Title 49, which covers education.   

One change you will want to note, is that this bill removes the following provision 
regarding local grading policy from law:  

“An LEA that uses the uniform grading system as required for purposes of student 
application for postsecondary financial assistance administered by the Tennessee 
student assistance corporation, but for other purposes adopts another grading system 
based on quality points, shall assign additional quality points in the other grading system 
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for the completion of honors and early postsecondary courses, including, but not limited 
to, national industry certification, statewide dual credit, Advanced Placement (AP), 
Cambridge, International Baccalaureate (IB), and dual enrollment as follows: 

1) One-half (1/2) quality point shall be added to the numerical quality point value 
corresponding to the letter grade received for an honors course; and  

2) One (1) quality point shall be added to the numerical quality point value 
corresponding to the letter grade received in early postsecondary courses 
recognized by the state board of education and department of education.” 

Effective Date: May 2, 2019 

38. Released Time Courses for Elective Credit: SB1373/HB307 (PASSED – Public Chapter 
272) 

Education, Curriculum - As enacted, requires the state board of education to approve a 
released time course offered by a local board of education for school credit as a special 
course that offers elective credits for each student who participates; requires instructors 
of a released time course offered for school credit to be licensed; prohibits the state 
board of education from requiring prior approval of the curriculum or textbooks of a 
released time course offered for school credit. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

A "released time course" is a period of time during which a student is excused from 
school to attend a course in religious moral instruction taught by an independent entity 
off school property. 

Present law authorizes local boards of education to adopt a policy that excuses a 
student from school to attend a released time course in religious moral instruction for 
up to one class period during each school week.  This bill increases the limit on the 
number of released time courses for which a board's policy may excuse a student to no 
more than one class period per school day. 

Present law requires that a student who attends a released time course is credited with 
time spent as if the student attended school, and the time is calculated as part of the 
actual school day.  This bill adds authorization for local boards of education to adopt a 
policy to award students one-half unit of elective credit for work completed in a 
released time course that is substantiated by a transcript from the course's provider.  In 
order to determine whether elective credit may be awarded for the student's 
completion of a released time course, the boards must evaluate the course in a neutral 
manner that does not involve any test for religious content or denominational 
affiliation.   

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 
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39. EPSO Notification: SB1398/HB1374 (PASSED – Public Chapter 274) 

Local Education Agencies - As enacted, requires LEAs to provide students and parents of 
students enrolled in grades 9-12 with certain information regarding college and career 
experiences. - Amends TCA Title 49. 

This bill requires each LEA to notify students and parents of students enrolled in grades 
9-12 of all early college and career experiences offered by the LEA for the upcoming 
school year.  They must provide notification electronically or by mail by January 1 or at 
least one week before students enrolled in grades 9-12 register for classes for the 
upcoming school year, whichever is earlier.  The LEA must also provide a list of all early 
college and career experiences offered by the LEA for the upcoming school year on their 
website.   

Effective Date: July 1, 2019 

 


