
Tue 2/21/17 3:00pm - LP 29, House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee

MEMBERS: CHAIR M. White (R); H. Brooks (R); J. Deberry Jr. (D); E. Smith (R); J. Turner (D); D. White (R)

1. HB388 
Brooks
K.

EDUCATION: Immunizations for school children. Requires that both LEAs and nonpublic schools provide parents and guardians with
information on the influenza disease and the effectiveness of the vaccination at the beginning of every school year. Fiscal Note: (Dated
February 14, 2017) NOT SIGNIFICANT 
SB598 - F. Haile - 02/09/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

2. HB872 
Akbari R.

EDUCATION: Prohibits the suspension or expulsion of students in pre-kindergarten and kindergarten. Prohibits any student in pre-
kindergarten through kindergarten (pre-K-K) to be suspended or expelled from school unless the student's behavior endangers the physical
safety of other students or school personnel as determined by the director of schools. A student in pre-kindergarten through kindergarten
(pre-K-K) whose behavior endangers the physical safety of other students or school personnel may be suspended for three (3) days or less.
The student must be provided an opportunity for the student's anger, fear, or anxiety to subside and the student's teacher or principal or both
have had a conversation with the student concerning the behavior and the underlying issues that may have precipitated the behavior before
the student can be suspended or expelled. The principal must notify the parent of the student's suspension on the day the suspension
occurs. Requires each LEA to adopt clear policies and procedures for addressing misbehavior of students in pre-kindergarten through
kindergarten (pre-K-K) that creates a safe, supportive, and positive school climate and addresses misbehavior through interventions and
consequences aimed at understanding and addressing the causes of the misbehavior. Allows the Tennessee state board of education to
develop model policies and procedures to provide guidance to each LEA in adopting a policy. Requires each LEA to adopt its policies and
procedures before the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year, and must inform parents of its policies and procedures concerning behavior
management for students in pre-kindergarten through kindergarten (pre-K-K) at the beginning of each school year and must post its policies
and procedures on its website. 
SB1394 - R. Tate - 02/13/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

3. HB553 
Lovell M.

EDUCATION: Creates initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities to focus on increasing graduations. Creates the
"Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)" for the purpose of providing oversight to focus on ways to strengthen the
capacity of historically black colleges and universities to provide the highest quality education, increase opportunities for these institutions to
participate in and benefit from state programs, and ensure that Tennessee has the highest proportion of college graduates from HBCUs in the
country. The initiative shall operate as a division of the consortium of historically black colleges and universities. The initiative may establish a
board of advisors to consist of no more than twenty-five (25) members appointed by the consortium. The board shall include representatives
of a variety of sectors, including philanthropy, education, business, finance, entrepreneurship, innovation, and private foundations, as well as
sitting HBCU presidents. The initiative will focus on five core tasks: Strengthening the capacity of HBCUs to participate in state programs,
fostering enduring private-sector initiatives and public-private partnerships while promoting specific areas and centers of academic research
and programmatic excellence throughout all HBCUs, improving the availability, dissemination, and quality of information concerning HBCUs
to inform public policy and practice, sharing administrative and programmatic practices within the consortium for the benefit of all, and
exploring new ways of improving the relationship between the state and HBCUs. 
SB562 - R. Tate - 02/09/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

4. HB121 
Terry B.

EDUCATION: Permitting the administration of medications for adrenal insufficiency in schools. Requires the state board of education,
in consultation with the department of health, the board of nursing, and the board of pharmacy, to adopt rules for the administration of
medication that treats adrenal insufficiency by trained school personnel trained to a student on school premises. Specifies that the rules
adopted include guidelines on the designation and training of school personnel who will be responsible for administering medication. Also
state that the rules adopted specify that an LEA is only required to train school personnel when the LEA has been notified by a parent or
guardian that a student in a school of the LEA has been diagnosed with adrenal insufficiency. Requires each local education agency board to
adopt policies and procedures that provide for the administration of medications that treat adrenal insufficiency Fiscal Note: (Dated February 1,
2017) NOT SIGNIFICANT 
SB117 - R. Briggs - 02/16/17 - Set for Senate Education Committee 02/22/17.

5. HB125 
Brooks
H.

EDUCATION: Time frame for release of the teacher preparation training report. Changes the deadline for the state board of education to
release the teacher preparation training report from November 1 of each year to February 1 of each year. Fiscal Note: (Dated February 1,
2017) NOT SIGNIFICANT 
SB809 - R. Tate - 02/16/17 - Set for Senate Education Committee 02/22/17.

6. HB396 
Brooks
H.

EDUCATION: Approval of application for an institution to participate in SARA. Prohibits THEC from approving an application or renewal
application for an institution to participate in SARA if the institution is not designated a VETS campus. Fiscal Note: (Dated February 7, 2017)
NOT SIGNIFICANT 
SB732 - D. Gresham - 02/13/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

7. HB385 
Powell J.

EDUCATION: Drinking water in schools built before June 19, 1986. Requires principals of schools built before June 19, 1986, to flush
fixtures used for drinking water and food preparation for at least 60 seconds before the arrival of children each school day. 
SB266 - L. Harris - 02/06/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

8. HB364 
Zachary
J.

EDUCATION: Individualized education account (IEA) available for certain students with denied admittance. Allows a student who was
denied admittance to the individualized education account (IEA) program for the 2016-2017 school year because the student was not
previously enrolled in a Tennessee public school the two semesters preceding the semester with an IEA to enroll in the program, if the
student has the required disability and had an IEP at a Tennessee public school during the 2015-2016 school year. 
SB115 - R. Briggs - 02/01/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

9. HB368 
Zachary
J.

EDUCATION: Rate of compensation for retired teachers without active teaching licenses. Establishes that the rate of compensation for
a retired teachers who work as substitute teachers without active teaching licenses, must not be less than the rate of compensation set by the
LEA for retired teachers with active teaching licenses. Applies to retired teachers who retired after June 30, 2011. 
SB379 - R. Briggs - 02/16/17 - Set for Senate Education Committee 02/22/17.
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10. HB469 
Zachary
J.

EDUCATION: Fundraising for the TN financial literacy commission. Clarifies that the state treasurer as chair of the Tennessee financial
literacy commission has the authority to raise funds for the commission. Fiscal Note: (Dated February 11, 2017) NOT SIGNIFICANT 
SB417 - J. Lundberg - 02/16/17 - Set for Senate State & Local Government Committee Regular Calendar 02/21/17.

11. HB517 
Daniel
M.

EDUCATION: Students' right to representation. Grants a student enrolled at an institution of higher education or student organization
officially recognized by an institution of higher education with a right to representation by an attorney or non-attorney advocate at the student
or organization’s expense. Prohibits the student or student organization from the right to representation if the institution has a student honor
court or in instances of academic dishonesty. Requires institutions of higher education to provide an annual report about the number and
type of disciplinary hearings as well as the number of students represented by an attorney or non-attorney advocate. Grants any student
enrolled at the University of Tennessee or student organization officially recognized by the University of Tennessee the same powers and
enforces the same limitations. 
SB499 - B. Kelsey - 02/09/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

12. HB460 
Kane R.

EDUCATION: Empowerment Scholarship Account Act. Enacts the "Empowerment Scholarship Account Act", which creates an account
for parents to pay for tuition and fees, textbooks, tutoring services provided by a tutor or tutoring facility, fees for transportation, tuition or fees
for a nonpublic online learning program or course, nationally standardized norm-referenced achievement tests, Advanced Placement
examinations, examinations related to college or university admission; of a child who is attending a non-public school. In order for parents to
be eligible for the empowerment scholarship account, their child must be previously enrolled in a Tennessee public school during the two
semesters immediately preceding the semester for which the student receives an empowerment scholarship account, is eligible to enroll in a
Tennessee public school for the first time, or received an empowerment scholarship account pursuant to this part in the previous school year.
Requires the department of education to create a standard form that a parent of a student may submit to establish the student's eligibility for
an ESA, establish annual enrollment periods for parents to apply for the program, provide parents of participating students with a written
explanation of the allowable uses of an ESA, ensure that lower-income families are made aware of the program and eligibility requirements,
and post on its website a list of participating schools for each school year, the grades taught in the school, and other information that the
department determines shall assist parents in selecting a participating school. Beginning in the 2018-2019 school year, enrollment in the
program shall be limited to the equivalent of one-half of one percent of the estimated statewide total public school enrollment in the prior
school year. New enrollment shall increase by an additional one-half of one percent of the statewide enrollment each school year thereafter. If
there are more applicants than ESAs available due to this section, the department shall award ESAs on a random lottery basis with
preference granted to children who have a parent who is a member of the armed forces of the United States and who is on active duty or was
killed in the line of duty, foster children who have achieved permanency through adoption or permanent guardianship, or who are residing
with a prospective permanent placement and the case plan is adoption or permanent guardianship, and children who are members of a
household whose annual income during the year prior to initial enrollment in the program met the requirements for free or reduced price
lunch; or who reside in an LEA with at least one school in the bottom five percent of schools in overall achievement as determined by the
performance standards and other criteria set by the state board of education. Parents must also sign an agreement to provide an education
for the participating student in, at a minimum, the subjects of reading, grammar, mathematics, social studies, and science. Parents must also
not enroll their eligible student in a public school and must release the local education agency in which the student resides and is zoned to
attend from all obligations to educate the student. A participating student enrolled in the program shall forfeit program eligibility and further
access to the student's ESA account if the student enrolls in a public school, graduates from high school, or reaches twenty-two years of age
by August 15 for the next school year, whichever occurs first. A participating student may return to the student's LEA at any time after
enrolling in the program in compliance with rules promulgated by the state board of education; upon a participating student's return to the
student's LEA, the student's ESA shall be closed, and any remaining funds shall be returned to the state treasurer to be placed in the basic
education program (BEP) account of the education trust fund. Any funds remaining in a student's ESA upon graduation from high school may
be used to attend or take courses from an eligible postsecondary institution, with qualifying expenses. Upon a participating student's
graduation from a postsecondary institution or after any period of four consecutive years after high school graduation in which the student is
not enrolled in an eligible postsecondary institution, the participating student's ESA shall be closed, and any remaining funds shall be
returned to the state treasurer to be placed in the basic education program (BEP) account of the education trust fund. Only the department of
education may deposit funds into an ESA, but does not prohibit parents or third parties on a parent's behalf from making payments for the
costs of educational programs and services not covered by the funds in the ESA. Requires that a parent ensure that the participating student
is annually administered, in the student's eligible participating school, either a nationally norm-referenced test identified by the department of
education or the Tennessee comprehensive assessment program (TCAP) tests or any future replacements of the TCAP tests. Students with
disabilities for whom standardized testing is not appropriate, as determined on the student's IEP, are exempt from this requirement. The
results of the tests are provided to the department or an organization chosen by the department on an annual basis, beginning with the first
year of testing. The department, or an organization chosen by the department, shall annually produce and publish a report, in compliance with
all state and federal privacy laws, to be made available on the department's website. The report shall include: Student performance on state
achievement tests or nationally norm-referenced tests, including learning gains, high school graduation rates, the percentage of funds used
for each qualifying expense, the fiscal impact to the state and resident school districts of the program, including the impact on revenue and
the impact on expenses, and a report on the fiscal savings associated with students departing public schools, regardless of whether a public
school from which a student would have attended reduces its spending accordingly. The department shall provide the chair of the senate
education committee, the chair of the house of representatives education administration and planning committee, and the chair of the house
of representatives education instruction and programs committee with a final copy of the report. The department may remove any
participating student from eligibility for an ESA for failure to comply with the terms of the contract or applicable laws, rules, or orders, or if the
student or student's parent knowingly misuses monies or knowingly fails to comply with the terms of the contract with intent to defraud. If the
department suspends or terminates a school's participation, the department shall notify affected participating students and parents of the
decision. If a participating school is suspended, terminated, or withdraws from the program, affected participating students shall remain
eligible to participate in the program until a disqualifying event occurs. All ESAs shall be subject to random and quarterly audits as needed by
the comptroller of the treasury. The funds in an ESA may be used only for educational purposes. Participating schools, eligible
postsecondary institutions, and providers that enroll participating students shall provide parents with a receipt for all qualifying expenses at
the school or institution. 
SB395 - D. Gresham - 02/08/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

Wed 2/22/17 1:30pm - LP 30, House Education Instruction and Programs Subcommittee

MEMBERS: CHAIR R. Kane (R); S. Butt (R); D. Byrd (R); B. Dunn (R); J. Forgety (R); J. Pitts (D); M. Stewart (D)
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1. HB97 
Brooks
H.

EDUCATION: Offerings of rigorous high school classes that prepare students for college. Requires the department of education to
form a partnership with a national nonprofit education organization to increase the offerings of rigorous high school classes that prepare
students for college and that provide college credit through examination. Specifies that the partnership shall be known as the Tennessee
College Credit Partnership (TCCP). Also specifies that the partnership shall make available professional development to enable teachers of
postsecondary credit courses to have the necessary content knowledge and instructional skills to prepare students for success on the course
examinations and mastery of postsecondary course content. Requires, subject to appropriations, the state to fund payment of college credit
examination fees and career and technical certification or licensure examination fees. Fiscal Note: (Dated February 7, 2017) Increase State
Expenditures –– Exceeds $7,044,700/Recurring Decrease State Expenditures - $400,000/One-Time Other Fiscal Impact – Some portion of
the industry certification or licensure examination fees may be paid to the respective state licensing boards; however, any such amounts
cannot be reasonably determined. 
SB249 - J. Tracy - 02/02/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

2. HB372 
Kane R.

EDUCATION: Tom Cronan Physical Education Act Requires each student in elementary school to participate in a physical education class
that meets at least twice per week for no less than 60 minutes total. Requires that the teacher of these classes be licensed with an
endorsement in physical education. Allows students with medical conditions or disabilities to be excused from this requirement by a
physician's certification in writing. Requires each LEA to file an annual report verifying that it has met these requirements. 
SB558 - B. Ketron - 02/09/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

3. HB310 
Hawk D.

EDUCATION: Creation of the Tennessee High-Quality Charter Schools Act. States that local board organizers will receive profit
compensation according to how many charter schools they oversee and authorize to open. Incentives will be rewarded to the charter schools
for certain expectations met. Part of Administration Package. 
SB1197 - M. Norris - 02/13/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

4. HB515 
Daniel
M.

EDUCATION: Civics test requirement for graduation. Requires students to pass the civics test in order to graduate from high school with
a regular diploma. 
SB476 - E. Jackson - 02/09/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

5. HB287 
Byrd D.

EDUCATION: Designation of "Celebrate Freedom Week" in public schools. Designates the week of September 17 as "Celebrate
Freedom Week" in public schools. Requires the state board of education to adopt rules in regard to Celebrate Freedom Week. 
SB1152 - J. Hensley - 02/13/17 - Referred to Senate Education Committee.

Wed 2/22/17 2:00pm - LP 12, Senate Education Committee

The committee will hear a presentation from Dorsey Hopson, Superintendent of Shelby County Schools. The committee will also hold budget hearings for the
Department of Education and the State Board of Education. MEMBERS: CHAIR D. Gresham (R); VICE CHAIR R. Tate (D); R. Crowe (R); S. Dickerson (R);
F. Haile (R); J. Hensley (R); B. Kelsey (R); J. Tracy (R); T. Gardenhire (R)

1. SB458 
Bell M.

EDUCATION: Schools to maintain an opioid antagonist in secure, unlocked location. Requires the state board of education, in
consultation with the department of health, to develop guidelines for the management of students presenting with a drug overdose for which
administration of an opioid antagonist may be appropriate. Authorizes each school within an LEA and each nonpublic school to maintain an
opioid antagonist at the school in at least two unlocked, secure locations, including, but not limited to, the school office and the school
cafeteria, so that an opioid antagonist may be administered to any student believed to be having a drug overdose. 
HB448 - J. Forgety - 02/14/17 - Referred to House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee.

2. SB117 
Briggs R.

EDUCATION: Permitting the administration of medications for adrenal insufficiency in schools. Requires the state board of education,
in consultation with the department of health, the board of nursing, and the board of pharmacy, to adopt rules for the administration of
medication that treats adrenal insufficiency by trained school personnel trained to a student on school premises. Specifies that the rules
adopted include guidelines on the designation and training of school personnel who will be responsible for administering medication. Also
state that the rules adopted specify that an LEA is only required to train school personnel when the LEA has been notified by a parent or
guardian that a student in a school of the LEA has been diagnosed with adrenal insufficiency. Requires each local education agency board to
adopt policies and procedures that provide for the administration of medications that treat adrenal insufficiency Fiscal Note: (Dated February 1,
2017) NOT SIGNIFICANT 
HB121 - B. Terry - 02/16/17 - Set for House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee 02/21/17.

3. SB379 
Briggs R.

EDUCATION: Rate of compensation for retired teachers without active teaching licenses. Establishes that the rate of compensation for
a retired teachers who work as substitute teachers without active teaching licenses, must not be less than the rate of compensation set by the
LEA for retired teachers with active teaching licenses. Applies to retired teachers who retired after June 30, 2011. 
HB368 - J. Zachary - 02/16/17 - Set for House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee 02/21/17.

4. SB490 
Briggs R.

EDUCATION: Certified copy of financial report of LEA. Deletes requirement that the county trustee, treasurer, or other fiscal agent of an
LEA annually submit a complete certified copy of the financial report of the LEA to the commissioner of education. 
HB565 - D. Thompson - 02/14/17 - Referred to House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee.

5. SB222 
Bowling
J.

EDUCATION: Physical activity requirements for students. Removes the requirement of a minimum of three 15-minute periods of non-
structured physical activity per day for students in grades K-1. Also removes the requirement of a minimum of two 20-minute periods of non-
structured physical activity at least four days a week for grades 2-6. Requires LEAs with elementary school students to integrate a minimum
of two 20-minute periods of non-structured physical activity at least four days each week. Clarifies that the definition of "non-structured
physical activity" means a temporary withdrawal or cessation from usual school work or sedentary activities during which an opportunity for
rigorous physical activity is provided and does not mean walking to and from class. Also defines "physical education program." Fiscal Note:
(Dated February 15, 2017) NOT SIGNIFICANT 
HB410 - D. Byrd - 02/08/17 - Referred to House Education Instruction and Programs Subcommittee.

6. SB196 
Overbey
D.

EDUCATION: Establishes a progressive truancy intervention program in K-12 schools. Establishes a progressive truancy intervention
program in K-12 schools that involves tiers of pre-juvenile court programs designed to keep a truant child out of the juvenile court system.
Specifies additional interventions that may consist of school-based community services, participation in a school-based restorative justice
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program, referral to a school-based teen court, or Saturday courses designed to improve attendance and behavior. Prohibits in-school
suspension or out-of-school suspension from being used as part of the progressive truancy interventions adopted by schools for unexcused
absences from class or school. 
HB483 - J. Forgety - 02/14/17 - Referred to House Education Instruction and Programs Subcommittee.

7. SB994 
Tracy J.

EDUCATION: Revisions to state boards due to the Focus Act. Revises regulatory provisions in higher education to include all state
governing boards and not just the board of regents or the UT system due to the implementation of the FOCUS Act. 
HB1004 - R. Williams - 02/15/17 - Referred to House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee.

8. SB995 
Tracy J.

EDUCATION: Appointments to the board of regents. Specifies the selection process of faculty and students members to the board of
regents. 
HB1003 - R. Williams - 02/15/17 - Referred to House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee.

9. SB809 
Tate R.

EDUCATION: Time frame for release of the teacher preparation training report. Changes the deadline for the state board of education to
release the teacher preparation training report from November 1 of each year to February 1 of each year. Fiscal Note: (Dated February 1,
2017) NOT SIGNIFICANT 
HB125 - H. Brooks - 02/16/17 - Set for House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee 02/21/17.

10. SB393 
Gresham
D.

EDUCATION: Forwarding of high school immunization records. Changes the requirements for a dual enrollment high school to forward
immunization records to a post-secondary institution from a written request to a signed written statement. 
HB1002 - D. White - 02/15/17 - Referred to House Education Administration and Planning Subcommittee.

11. SB575 
Gresham
D.

EDUCATION: Adds classroom or position observation data to the teacher training report card. Adds classroom or position observation
data to the teacher training report card on the effectiveness of teacher training programs. 
HB626 - S. Kumar - 02/14/17 - Referred to House Education Instruction and Programs Subcommittee.

Thu 2/23/17 8:00am - May Meet, House Calendar & Rules Committee

MEMBERS: CHAIR B. Dunn (R); VICE CHAIR J. Holsclaw, Jr. (R); H. Love Jr. (D); W. Lamberth (R); P. Marsh (R); B. Ramsey (R); C. Sargent (R); C. Sexton
(R); R. Staples (D); M. Stewart (D); R. Travis (R); R. Williams (R); T. Wirgau (R); R. Gant (R); C. Johnson (R); T. Hill (R); H. Brooks (R); G. Casada (R); B.
Doss (R); J. Eldridge (R); J. Faison (R); A. Farmer (R); C. Fitzhugh (D); J. Forgety (R); C. Halford (R); B. Harwell (R)
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