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LEWIS, THOMASON, KING, KRIEG & WALDROP, P.C.

TN Legislative Report – Education

To:  Tennessee Organization of School Superintendents (TOSS)

From: Brad W. Craig, Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C.

Date: April 24, 2015

Re: Legislative Update

A. Update on Notable Education Bills- Week of 4/20/15

House Floor (Final Calendar)

*HB0010 by *McCormick, *Parkinson, *Lollar, *Reedy, *Kumar, *Rogers, *Brooks K, 
*Weaver, *Pody, *Hardaway, *Marsh, *Hazlewood, *Powers, *White M, *Camper, 
*Carter, *Littleton, *Lynn, *McManus, *Butt, *Akbari, *Favors, *Sparks, *Kane, *Miller, 
*Johnson, *Daniel. 
(SB0010 by *Norris, *Kelsey, *Stevens.)
Students - As introduced, requires students to pass the United States citizenship and immigration 
services' civics test with a score of at least 60 percent in order to receive a regular high school 
diploma. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6.

Status: Passed as amended.  (Amendment rewrites the bills and requires a student to take 
a United States civics test consisting of between 25 and 50 questions during their high 
school career.  Amendment increases to 70% the amount of correct answers required for 
passage and removes requirement that this exam be passed in order to qualify for 
graduation.)

HB0646 by *McCormick, *Lamberth, *White M, *White D, *Moody, *Brooks K, 
*Hardaway, *Hazlewood, *Littleton, *Lynn, *Goins, *Sparks. 
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(*SB0605 by *Norris, *Green, *Stevens, *Gresham, *Yager.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, creates the Community College reconnect 
grant for independent students seeking to complete an associate of applied science degree; 
clarifies the meaning of gift aid for purposes of the Wilder-Naifeh reconnect grant. - Amends 
TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status: Passed.

HB0735 by *Love, *Pitts, *Beck, *Shepard, *Cooper, *Towns, *Akbari, *Favors, 
*Hardaway, *Gilmore, *Clemmons, *Stewart. 
(*SB0588 by *Tate, *Bowling, *Gardenhire, *Harper.)
Education - As introduced, allows a school that has been classified as a priority school to have 
one year to address and improve the factors that led to the school being in the bottom five 
percent before the commissioner imposes various interventions upon the school. - Amends TCA 
Section 49-1-602.

Status: Passed as amended. (Amendment makes the bill and requires the Department of 
Education to issue a letter to the bottom 10% of schools in overall achievement one year 
prior to the priority list being issued.) 

HB0645 by *McCormick, *Brooks K, *Hazlewood, *Todd, *Lynn, *Littleton, *Durham. 
(*SB0604 by *Norris, *Crowe, *Haile.)
Education - As introduced, enacts "The Educator Protection Act of 2015." - Amends TCA Title 
9, Chapter 8.

Status: Passed.  (Bill creates the Tennessee educator liability fund which provides excess 
liability insurance coverage for teachers and student teachers).

HB0567 by *DeBerry, *Turner, *Hardaway, *Parkinson, *White M. 
(*SB0537 by *Gresham.)
Students - As introduced, prohibits an LEA from requiring more than the minimum graduation 
requirements for students enrolling or transferring in the 10th grade or later who are in the 
custody of the department of children's services to receive a full diploma. - Amends TCA Title 
49, Chapter 6, Part 60.

Status: Passed.  (Amendment changes 10th grade to 11th grade.)

*HJR0203 by *Gilmore, *Brooks H, *DeBerry, *Hawk, *White M, *Parkinson, 
*Hardaway. 
General Assembly, Statement of Intent or Position - To support passage of the STEM Education 
Act (H.R. 1020). -

Status: Passed.

*HB1035 by *Spivey, *Forgety, *Harwell, *Lollar, *Coley, *Todd, *McManus, 
*Sanderson, *Hulsey, *Matheny, *Shepard, *Wirgau, *McDaniel, *Calfee, *Kane, 
*Womick, *Powers, *Hawk, *Matlock, *Sexton J, *Casada, *Moody, *White M, *Marsh, 
*Ramsey, *White D, *Swann, *Johnson, *Dunn, *Sargent, *Byrd, *Holt, *Littleton, 
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*Hazlewood, *Kumar, *Carter, *Brooks H, *Faison, *Wilburn, *Eldridge, *Butt, 
*Lamberth, *Brooks K, *Alexander, *Smith, *Travis, *Sparks, *Durham. 
(SB1163 by *Bell, *Massey, *Bowling, *Green, *Hensley, *Norris, *Stevens, *Tracy.)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, requires the department of education to report on the 
availability and content of driver education and training courses in public schools to the 
education committee of the senate and the education instruction and programs committee of the 
house prior to March 1, 2016. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed.  (Amendment makes the bill and creates process for replacement of 
Common Core State Standards).

HB0921 by *Akbari, *Parkinson, *Cooper, *Camper, *Favors, *Gilmore, *Stewart, 
*Clemmons, *Hardaway, *Turner. 
(*SB0758 by *Tate, *Dickerson.)
Education - As introduced, prohibits the placement of a school identified as a priority school in 
the achievement school district if the school makes certain improvements before being assigned 
to the achievement school district. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed.  (Amendment rewrites bill to prohibit the placement of a priority school in 
the ASD if the school demonstrates student achievement growth at a level of “above 
expectations” or greater as represented by TVAAS.)

*HB0157 by *Casada. 
(SB0189 by *Dickerson, *Gresham.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, allows the governing body of a charter school to choose the 
insurance plans offered to the school's teachers and other full-time permanent employees; 
removes requirement that charter school employees participate in the state group insurance plan. 
- Amends TCA Section 49-13-119.

Status: Passed.

*HB0127 by *Brooks H. 
(SB0299 by *Gresham.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, enacts the "State Authorization Reciprocity Agreement Act." 
- Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7.

Status: Passed.

HB0819 by *Brooks H, *Forgety, *White M, *Dunn, *Spivey, *Moody, *Towns, *Casada, 
*White D, *Smith, *Kane, *Hill M, *Hill T, *Durham, *Ragan, *McDaniel, *Hardaway. 
(*SB0482 by *Gresham, *Bell, *Tracy, *Gardenhire, *Haile, *Crowe, *Southerland, 
*Dickerson, *Tate, *Kelsey, *Watson.)
Education, State Board of - As introduced, allows the state board to meet in locations other than 
Nashville by revising the requirement that the state board meet at least quarterly in Nashville to 
instead require that the state board meet at least quarterly, with at least two meetings held in 
Nashville. - Amends TCA Section 49-1-301.

Status: Passed.
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HB0945 by *Brooks H, *Pitts. 
(*SB0624 by *Gresham, *Bowling, *Watson.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows recipients of the HiSET high school 
equivalency credential to be eligible for a Tennessee HOPE scholarship; modifies the 
requirement for receipt of the Tennessee HOPE scholarship by GED recipients to conform the 
required GED score to the scale used for the new version of the GED. - Amends TCA Title 49, 
Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status: Passed.

HB1361 by *Calfee. 
(*SB0303 by *Yager.)
Students - As introduced, allows children who will be five years of age after August 15, 2015, 
but on or before August 31, 2015, and who entered two-year pre-kindergarten programs in the 
2013–2014 school year to enter kindergarten programs in the 2015–2016 school year. - Amends 
TCA Section 49-6-3001.

Status: Passed.

*HB1074 by *Kane. 
(SB1018 by *Tracy.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, exempts education courses that are solely to prepare students 
for graduate or professional school entrance exams and professional licensure exams from the 
Postsecondary Education Authorization Act of 1974. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 
20.

Status: Passed.

HB0675 by *White M, *McCormick, *Powell, *Jones, *Eldridge, *Camper, *Clemmons, 
*Jernigan, *Hardaway, *DeBerry, *Smith, *Miller, *Kumar, *Akbari, *Todd, *McDaniel, 
*McManus, *Hazlewood, *Turner, *Towns, *Parkinson, *Gilmore, *Stewart, *Cooper, 
*Sanderson, *Ramsey. 
(*SB0612 by *Gardenhire, *Yarbro, *Tate, *Dickerson.)
Students - As introduced, exempts certain students from payment of out-of-state tuition at state 
institutions of higher education. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 58; Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 
49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9.

Status: Failed by a vote of 49-47.  Needed 50 votes for passage.  (Would have allowed 
immigrant students who are enrolled in the federal Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) to be eligible for in-state tuition.)

HB0676 by *White M, *DeBerry, *Akbari, *Camper, *Eldridge, *Hardaway, *Turner, 
*Cooper. 
(*SB0333 by *Norris.)
Board of Regents - As introduced, permits students at the University of Memphis who are 
residents of another state in a county lying immediately adjacent to Shelby County or who have 
residences within 30 miles of the university to attend without paying out-of-state tuition. -
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Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 8, Part 1.

Status: Passed.

*HB0126 by *Brooks K, *Terry, *Hardaway, *Lamberth, *Todd. 
(SB0461 by *Bell, *Green, *Bowling, *Tracy, *Watson.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows a child of a military parent to be 
eligible for a Tennessee HOPE scholarship if the child is classified as an in-state student at the 
time of enrollment. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-926.
Status: Passed.

HB0138 by *Moody, *Kane, *Holt, *Weaver, *Hill T, *Todd, *Keisling, *Daniel, *Goins, 
*Powers, *Durham, *Wilburn, *Littleton, *Lynn. 
(*SB0027 by *Gresham, *Ketron, *Haile, *Kelsey, *Stevens, *Bowling.)
Education - As introduced, enacts the "Individualized Education Act." - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed as amended.  (Bill creates individualized education accounts for eligible 
students.  Individualized education account may be used for payment of private school 
tuition, purchase of textbooks, etc. Amendment limits eligible students to those with the 
following disabilities: (1) autism; (2) deaf-blindness; (3) hearing impairments; (4) 
intellectual disability; (5) orthopedic impairments; (6) traumatic brain injury; and (7) 
visual impairments.)

HB0946 by *Brooks H, *Eldridge, *Gilmore, *Hardaway, *Powers. 
(*SB0453 by *Gardenhire, *Gresham, *Stevens, *Tate, *Bowling, *Jackson, *Norris, 
*Tracy, *Watson, *Yarbro.)
Education - As introduced, requires the Tennessee STEM innovation network to establish STEM 
innovation hubs in rural areas of the state and in Northwest Tennessee; requires the Tennessee 
STEM innovation network to provide a middle school curriculum on the variety and benefits of 
STEM careers. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed.

*HB1049 by *Dunn, *Sexton J, *McCormick, *Eldridge, *Carter, *Johnson, *Goins, 
*Holt, *Spivey, *Butt, *Powers, *Kane, *Haynes, *Lundberg, *Casada, *Williams, *White 
M, *Brooks K, *Matlock, *Matheny, *Sargent, *DeBerry, *Kumar, *Moody, *McManus, 
*White D, *Ragan. (SB0999 by *Gardenhire, *Kelsey, *Beavers, *Johnson, *Norris.)
School Vouchers - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Choice & Opportunity Scholarship 
Act." - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1.
Status: Taken Off Notice in House Finance Subcommittee.  (Passed Senate on 3/3/15.)
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*SB0293 by *Gresham. 
(HB0473 by *Brooks H, *McCormick.)
Education - As introduced, requires the Tennessee financial literacy commission to post its 
annual report on the web site of the department of the treasury. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed as amended.  (Amendment makes the bill.  Amendment authorizes 
expansion of eligibility of enrollment in ASD school if initial capacity is not filled after 
initial enrollment period.  Amendment also allows ASD to collect 3% authorizer fee from 
each ASD-authorized public charter school).

*SB0333 by *Norris. 
(HB0676 by *White M, *DeBerry, *Akbari, *Camper, *Eldridge, *Hardaway, *Turner, 

*Cooper.)
Board of Regents - As introduced, permits students at the University of Memphis who are 
residents of another state in a county lying immediately adjacent to Shelby County or who have 
residences within 30 miles of the university to attend without paying out-of-state tuition. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 8, Part 1.

Status: Passed.

*SB0453 by *Gardenhire, *Gresham, *Stevens, *Tate, *Bowling, *Jackson, *Norris, 
*Tracy, *Watson, *Yarbro. 
(HB0946 by *Brooks H, *Eldridge, *Gilmore, *Hardaway, *Powers.)
Education - As introduced, requires the Tennessee STEM innovation network to establish STEM 
innovation hubs in rural areas of the state and in Northwest Tennessee; requires the Tennessee 
STEM innovation network to provide a middle school curriculum on the variety and benefits of 
STEM careers. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed.

SB0461 by *Bell, *Green, *Bowling, *Tracy, *Watson. 
(*HB0126 by *Brooks K, *Terry, *Hardaway, *Lamberth, *Todd.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows a child of a military parent to be 
eligible for a Tennessee HOPE scholarship if the child is classified as an in-state student at the 
time of enrollment. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-926.

Status: Passed.

*SB0624 by *Gresham, *Bowling, *Watson. 
(HB0945 by *Brooks H, *Pitts.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows recipients of the HiSET high school 
equivalency credential to be eligible for a Tennessee HOPE scholarship; modifies the 
requirement for receipt of the Tennessee HOPE scholarship by GED recipients to conform the 
required GED score to the scale used for the new version of the GED. - Amends TCA Title 49, 
Chapter 4, Part 9.
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Status: Passed.

SB1163 by *Bell, *Massey, *Bowling, *Green, *Hensley, *Norris, *Stevens, *Tracy. 
(*HB1035 by *Spivey, *Forgety, *Harwell, *Lollar, *Coley, *Todd, *McManus, 
*Sanderson, *Hulsey, *Matheny, *Shepard, *Wirgau, *McDaniel, *Calfee, *Kane, 
*Womick, *Powers, *Hawk, *Matlock, *Sexton J, *Casada, *Moody, *White M, *Marsh, 
*Ramsey, *White D, *Swann, *Johnson, *Dunn, *Sargent, *Byrd, *Holt, *Littleton, 
*Hazlewood, *Kumar, *Carter, *Brooks H, *Faison, *Wilburn, *Eldridge, *Butt, 
*Lamberth, *Brooks K, *Alexander, *Smith, *Travis, *Sparks, *Durham.)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, requires the department of education to report on the 
availability and content of driver education and training courses in public schools to the 
education committee of the senate and the education instruction and programs committee of the 
house prior to March 1, 2016. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed.  (Amendment makes the bill and creates process for replacement of 
Common Core State Standards).

SB0010 by *Norris, *Kelsey, *Stevens. 
(*HB0010 by *McCormick, *Parkinson, *Lollar, *Reedy, *Kumar, *Rogers, *Brooks K, 
*Weaver, *Pody, *Hardaway, *Marsh, *Hazlewood, *Powers, *White M, *Camper, 
*Carter, *Littleton, *Lynn, *McManus, *Butt, *Akbari, *Favors, *Sparks, *Kane, *Miller, 
*Johnson, *Daniel.)
Students - As introduced, requires students to pass the United States citizenship and immigration 
services' civics test with a score of at least 60 percent in order to receive a regular high school 
diploma. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6.

Status: Passed as amended.  (Amendment rewrites the bills and requires a student to take 
a United States civics test consisting of between 25 and 50 questions during their high 
school career.  Amendment increases to 70% the amount of correct answers required for 
passage and removes requirement that this exam be passed in order to qualify for 
graduation.)

*SB0182 by *Hensley. 

(HB0174 by *Butt.)
Juvenile Offenders - As introduced, authorizes the director of schools to expel or remand a 
student to an alternative school upon the issuance of a criminal complaint charging a student 
with a felony or upon the issuance of a felony delinquency complaint against the student; 
mandates the director of schools to expel a student upon the conviction of a felony or an 
admission of guilt to that felony delinquency against the student; establishes the notice, hearing, 
and appeal requirements for students expelled or remanded to an alternative school. - Amends 
TCA Title 37 and Title 49, Chapter 6.

Status: Passed as amended.  (Amendment makes the bill.  As amended, bill would allow 
director of schools and principal to decide appropriate placement for a readmitted student 
who has been charged with an offense that would be classified as a felony if the student was 
an adult.)
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*SB0027 by *Gresham, *Ketron, *Haile, *Kelsey, *Stevens, *Bowling. 
(HB0138 by *Moody, *Kane, *Holt, *Weaver, *Hill T, *Todd, *Keisling, *Daniel, *Goins, 
*Powers, *Durham, *Wilburn, *Littleton, *Lynn.)
Education - As introduced, enacts the "Individualized Education Act." - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended.  (Bill creates individualized education accounts for eligible 
students.  Individualized education account may be used for payment of private school 
tuition, purchase of textbooks, etc. Amendment limits eligible students to those with the 
following disabilities: (1) autism; (2) deaf-blindness; (3) hearing impairments; (4) 
intellectual disability; (5) orthopedic impairments; (6) traumatic brain injury; and (7) 
visual impairments.)

[END OF DOCUMENT]


