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LEWIS, THOMASON, KING, KRIEG & WALDROP, P.C.

TN Legislative Report – Education

To:  Tennessee Organization of School Superintendents (TOSS)

From: Brad W. Craig, Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C.

Date: April 13, 2015

Re: Legislative Update

A. Update on Notable Education Bills- Week of 4/6/15

House Floor

HB0078 by *McCormick, *Brooks K, *Dunn. (*SB0088 by *Norris, *Tracy, *Yager.)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, deletes the current schedule for the Tennessee 
comprehensive assessment program that requires testing to occur during a two-week window by 
the first Monday on or after April 22; authorizes the commissioner of education to establish a 
schedule for the Tennessee comprehensive assessment program. - Amends TCA Section 49-6-
6002.
Status:  Passed.  

HB0683 by *VanHuss, *Hill M, *Hill T, *Terry, *Keisling, *Matheny, *Butt, *Holsclaw, 
*Rogers, *Calfee, *Byrd, *Holt, *Womick, *Kumar, *White D, *DeBerry, *Moody. 
(*SB0633 by *Bailey, *Bowling, *Haile.)
Education - As introduced, prohibits schools from requiring students or parents to provide 
information on firearm ownership; prohibits LEAs from requiring employees to provide 
information on firearm ownership; prohibits adverse disciplinary or employment action based on 
information of firearm ownership that is voluntarily provided. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed.  
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HB0125 by *Hardaway, White M, Kane, Camper, Miller, Akbari, Love, DeBerry, Armstrong, 
Shaw, Sanderson, Ramsey, Eldridge, Fitzhugh, Towns, Turner, Shepard, White D, Powell, 
Forgety (SB 0512 *Dickerson, Kelsey)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, halts the closure at the end of the 2014–2015 school year of 
charter schools on the state's 2015 priority list; makes the 2017 priority list the first list for which 
charter schools appearing on a priority list must close at the end of the school year. - Amends 
TCA Title 49. 
Status:  Passed.

HB1171 by *Smith, *Rogers. (SB0063 by *Kelsey, *Bowling).
Education - As introduced, permits a local board of education to refuse to accept federal funding 
for an education program without a penalty being assessed by a state agency or state official. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3, Part 2.
Status: Passed.  (Amendment clarifies that LEA cannot refuse funding if doing so would 
impact funding for other LEAs).

. HB0830 by *Turner, *Shaw, *Armstrong, *Camper, *Favors, *Cooper, *Jernigan, 
*Hardaway, *Mitchell, *Parkinson, *Akbari, *Gilmore, *Stewart. 
(*SB0667 by *Kyle.)
Education - As introduced, requires LEAs, in consultation with the department of education and 
local law enforcement, to institute at least one domestic violence awareness education program 
per year for middle and high schools; requires each program to be developmentally appropriate 
based on the students' age and maturity level. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status:    Passed as amended.  (Amendment encourages, rather than requires, LEAs to institute 
at least one domestic violence awareness education program.)

 House Education Administration & Planning

1. *SJR0035 by *Harris, *Norris. 
General Assembly, Confirmation of Appointment - William Troutt, State Board of Education. -
Status:  Passed.  Referred to Calendar and Rules Committee.

2. *HB0260 by *Coley. 
(SB0422 by *Gresham.)
Purchasing and Procurement - As introduced, requires the department of education to purchase 
technology, Internet, Internet connectivity, or e-learning services pursuant to a competitive 
purchasing process prescribed by an RFP. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3, Part 3.

Status:  Passed.  Referred to Calendar and Rules Committee.
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3. HB0174 by *Butt. 
(*SB0182 by *Hensley.)
Juvenile Offenders - As introduced, authorizes the director of schools to expel or remand a 
student to an alternative school upon the issuance of a criminal complaint charging a student 
with a felony or upon the issuance of a felony delinquency complaint against the student; 
mandates the director of schools to expel a student upon the conviction of a felony or an 
admission of guilt to that felony delinquency against the student; establishes the notice, hearing, 
and appeal requirements for students expelled or remanded to an alternative school. - Amends 
TCA Title 37 and Title 49, Chapter 6.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Calendar and Rules Committee.  (Amendment 
makes the bill.  As amended, bill would allow director of schools and principal to decide 
appropriate placement for a readmitted student who has been charged with an offense that 
would be classified as a felony if the student was an adult.)

4. *HB0155 by *Casada. 
(SB0300 by *Gresham, *Kelsey, *Bowling.)
Education - As introduced, requires the state board of education to develop a system to grade 
schools based on student achievement; requires the department of education to include the 
school grades on the state report card. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; 
Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Finance Committee.

5. *HB0157 by *Casada. 
(SB0189 by *Dickerson.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, allows the governing body of a charter school to choose the 
insurance plans offered to the school's teachers and other full-time permanent employees; 
removes requirement that charter school employees participate in the state group insurance plan. 

- Amends TCA Section 49-13-119.

Status:  Passed .  Referred to Finance Committee.

6. *HB0162 by *Casada. 
(SB0298 by *Johnson.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, updates the lottery scholarship program's list of regional 
accrediting associations to reflect recent changes in the identities of the associations. - Amends 
TCA Title 49.

Status:  Taken off notice.  (Failed in the Senate.)

7. HB1076 by *Kane. 
(*SB0935 by *Bell.)
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Tennessee Higher Education Commission - As introduced, reconstitutes the committee on 
postsecondary educational institutions. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 2 and Title 49, 
Chapter 7, Part 20.

Status:  Taken off notice.  (Failed in the Senate.)

8. HB0735 by *Love, *Pitts, *Beck, *Shepard, *Cooper, *Towns, *Akbari, *Favors, 
*Hardaway. 
(*SB0588 by *Tate.)
Education - As introduced, allows a school that has been classified as a priority school to have 
one year to address and improve the factors that led to the school being in the bottom five 
percent before the commissioner imposes various interventions upon the school. - Amends TCA 
Section 49-1-602.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Calendar and Rules Committee.  (Amendment 
makes the bill and requires the Department of Education to issue a letter to the bottom 
10% of schools in overall achievement one year prior to the priority list being issued.)

9. HB0691 by *McManus. 
(*SB0543 by *Johnson.)
Barbers - As introduced, specifies that any barber school or school of cosmetology may seek 
state authorization, for purposes of meeting institutional eligibility requirements for student 
financial aid programs, from the Tennessee higher education commission under the 
Postsecondary Education Authorization Act, and will thereafter be subject to all requirements of 
the Act. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 62.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Finance Committee.

10. HB1047 by *Mitchell, *Stewart. 
(*SB0974 by *Niceley.)
State Employees - As introduced, requires the superintendent of the achievement school district 
to make annual financial disclosures; requires that salaries of employees of the achievement 
school district be included in public lists of salaries of state employees. - Amends TCA Title 2, 
Chapter 10, Part 1; Title 8, Chapter 50, Part 5 and Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 6.

Status:  Taken of notice.  (Failed in the Senate.)

11. HB0801 by *Pitts. 
(*SB0051 by *Green.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, creates the Tennessee Come Back for Your 
Future scholarship program. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4; Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 49, 
Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9.

Status: Passed as amended.  Referred to Finance Committee.
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12. *HB0659 by *Reedy. 
(SB0724 by *Green.)
Students - As introduced, allows students to self-administer enzymes for cystic fibrosis or 
pancreatic insufficiency in certain circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status:  Passed.  Referred to Calendar and Rules Committee.

13. HB0815 by *Spivey. 
(*SB0539 by *Gresham.)
Education - As introduced, requires an LEA to close a virtual school that demonstrates student-
achievement growth at a level of "significantly below expectations" for three consecutive years. 
- Amends TCA Section 49-16-213.

Status:  Passed.  Referred to Finance Committee.

14. *HB0836 by *Spivey. 
(SB0806 by *Niceley.)
Education - As introduced, requires that an LEA employee in a position for which no teaching 
license is required be given notice of charges and a hearing prior to dismissal; requires such 
employee wishing to appeal an adverse decision of a hearing officer to first exhaust the 
employee's administrative remedies by appealing to the local board of education. - Amends TCA 
Title 49.

Status:  Taken off notice.  (Failed in the Senate.)

15. HB1133 by *Powers. 
(*SB0943 by *Yager.)
Local Education Agencies - As introduced, changes the body that fills vacancies on county and

municipal school boards from the local legislative body to the local board of education. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 2, Part 2.

Status:  Taken off notice.  (Failed in the Senate.)

16. *HB1135 by *Powers. 
(SB1275 by *Yager.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, deletes obsolete reference to nonexistent 
scholarship within state lottery scholarship program. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-708 and Title 
49, Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Finance Committee.  (Amendment allows dual 
enrollment hours to be counted toward Hope Scholarship GPA if student chooses.)
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17. HB1221 by *Towns. 
(*SB0656 by *Kyle.)
Students - As introduced, requires the local board of education to reassign a student for whom a 
report of child sexual abuse has been filed and the abuse is suspected to have occurred while the 
child was under the care or supervision of the school to another school chosen by the child's 
parent. - Amends TCA Title 37 and Title 49.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Calendar and Rules Committee.

18. *HB1091 by *Dunlap. 
(SB1299 by *Niceley.)
Education - As introduced, deletes statement that nothing in the Professional Educators 
Collaborative Conference Act of 2011, requires collaborative conferencing. - Amends TCA Title 
49.

Status:  Taken off notice.  (Failed in the Senate.)

19. HB0567 by *DeBerry. 
(*SB0537 by *Gresham.)
Students - As introduced, prohibits an LEA from requiring more than the minimum graduation 
requirements for students enrolling or transferring in the 10th grade or later who are in the 
custody of the department of children's services to receive a full diploma. - Amends TCA Title 
49, Chapter 6, Part 60.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Calendar and Rule Committee.  (Amendment 
changes 10th grade to 11th grade.)

20. HB0569 by *DeBerry. 
(*SB0292 by *Gresham.)
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, allows a teacher to remove a 
disruptive student from the classroom pursuant to local board policies. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status:  Rolled to 1st calendar of 2016.

21. *HB1128 by *DeBerry. 
(SB1305 by *Niceley.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, defines "university"; requires that no accredited 
postsecondary educational institution may use the word "university" in its name without meeting 
certain criteria; sets forth accreditation requirements for such institutions to meet prior to 
conferring degrees. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 20.

Status:  Referred to Summer Study.
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22. HB0675 by *White M, *McCormick, *Powell, *Jones, *Eldridge, *Camper, 
*Clemmons, *Jernigan, *Hardaway, *DeBerry, *Smith, *Miller, *Kumar, *Akbari, 
*Todd, *McDaniel, *McManus, *Hazlewood, *Turner, *Towns. 
(*SB0612 by *Gardenhire, *Yarbro, *Tate.)
Students - As introduced, exempts certain students from payment of out-of-state tuition at state 
institutions of higher education. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 58; Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 
49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Government Operations Committee.  
(Amendment makes the bill.  As amended, allows immigrant students who are enrolled in 
the federal Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) to be eligible for in-state 
tuition.)

23. HB0676 by *White M, *DeBerry, *Akbari, *Camper, *Eldridge. 
(*SB0333 by *Norris.)
Board of Regents - As introduced, permits students at the University of Memphis who are 
residents of another state in a county lying immediately adjacent to Shelby County or who have 
residences within 30 miles of the university to attend without paying out-of-state tuition. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 8, Part 1.

Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Finance Committee.

House Education Instruction & Programs

1. *HB0010 by *McCormick, *Parkinson, *Lollar, *Reedy, *Kumar, *Rogers. 
(SB0010 by *Norris.)
Students - As introduced, requires students to pass the United States citizenship and immigration 
services' civics test with a score of at least 60 percent in order to receive a regular high school 
diploma. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status:  Passed as amended.  Referred to Calendar and Rule Committee.

2. *HB0498 by *Camper. 
(SB0592 by *Tate.)
Students - As introduced, requires students to complete 75 hours of service learning to graduate 
from high school. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 2; Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 3; Title 
49, Chapter 2, Part 2; Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 12; Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 4 and Title 49, 
Chapter 6, Part 60.

Status:  Taken off notice.
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3. HB0781 by *Casada. 
(*SB0692 by *Gresham.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, permits a charter school to contract with nonprofit or for-profit 
entities for the operation or management of the school subject to certain conditions. - Amends 
TCA Section 49-13-124.

Status:  Rolled to 1st calendar of 2016.

4. HB0782 by *Casada, *Spivey. 
(*SB0484 by *Bell.)
Education - As introduced, expands driver education and training courses in public schools to 
include an area of instruction dealing with the effects of the consumption of drugs on driving 
abilities. - Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 49.

Status:  Rolled to 1st calendar of 2016.

5. HB1273 by *Durham, *White M, *DeBerry. 
(*SB0740 by *Kelsey.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, allows formation of charter schools for students with specific 
academic needs; allows such charter schools to establish academic admission criteria. - Amends 
TCA Title 49, Chapter 13.

Status:  Rolled to 1st calendar of 2016.

6. *HB0447 by *Byrd. 
(SB0523 by *Hensley.)
Students - As introduced, requires a student to pass at least three-fourths of the student's high 
school courses and have fewer than five consecutive or seven total unexcused absences in a 
semester to be eligible for a driver license. - Amends TCA Section 49-6-3017 and Title 55, 
Chapter 50.

Status:  Taken off notice.

7. HB1227 by *Towns. 
(*SB1085 by *Harris.)
Local Education Agencies - As introduced, grants LEAs the same flexibility as public charter 
schools to allow the LEAs to be more creative and innovative, including the authority to apply 
for the waiver of laws and state board rules. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, 
Chapter 13; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6.

Status:  Taken off notice.

8. *HB0023 by *Forgety. 
(SB0341 by *Gresham.)
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Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, authorizes the state board of
education to make policies concerning the revocation of licenses and certificates for misconduct. 
- Amends TCA Section 49-1-302.

Status:  Passed.  Referred to Calendar and Rule Committee.

 House Education Administration & Planning 
Subcommittee

Subcommittee is closed.

 House Education Instruction & Programs 
Subcommittee

Subcommittee is closed.

 SENATE FLOOR

*SB0893 by *Briggs. (HB1031 by *Daniel).
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, changes, from June 15 to May 15, 
the date on which a board of education or director of schools must notify certain teachers of their 
dismissal or failure of reelection or assignment to schools for the next school year. - Amends 
TCA Title 49.
Status:  Passed as amended.  (Amendment requires notification to be made within 5 days of 
the last day of school.  Effective July 1, 2015).

SB 0183 *Hensley (HB 0158 by *Casada) 
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, makes the Little Hatch Act 
applicable to teachers and certain other public school employees. - Amends TCA Title 2, Chapter 
19, Part 2; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 5. 
Status:  Passed as amended.  (Bill prohibits LEA employees from performing campaign 
activities while on school time.)
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SB 0285 *Briggs (HB 0036 by *Dunn, Hardaway) 
Students - As introduced, removes the requirement that grading policies of local boards of 
education must include student scores in a TCAP subject area as part of the student's grade in 
that subject area; permits a local board to have such policy if it so desires. - Amends TCA Title 
49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 
Status:  Passed.

SB 0300 *Gresham (HB 0155 by *Casada) 
Education - As introduced, requires the state board of education to develop a system to grade 
schools based on student achievement; requires the department of education to include the school 
grades on the state report card. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, 
Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5 and Title 49, Chapter 6. 
Status:  Passed.

SB 0007 *Massey (HB 0006 by *Brooks H) 
Basic Education Program (BEP) - As introduced, requires fiscal capacity for BEP purposes of 
each LEA to be set annually by May 1 before the next school year begins; prohibits any change 
in any LEA's fiscal capacity after it is set. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3, Part 3. 
Status:  Passed.

SB 0537 *Gresham (HB 0567 by *DeBerry) 
Students - As introduced, prohibits an LEA from requiring more than the minimum graduation 
requirements for students enrolling or transferring in the 10th grade or later who are in the 
custody of the department of children's services to receive a full diploma. - Amends TCA Title 
49, Chapter 6, Part 60. 
Status:  Passed as amended.  (Amendment changes to apply to those students in 11th grade 
or higher and in custody of DCS.)

SB 0588 *Tate (HB 0735 by *Love, Pitts, Beck, Shepard, Cooper, Towns, Akbari) 
Education - As introduced, allows a school that has been classified as a priority school to have 
one year to address and improve the factors that led to the school being in the bottom five 
percent before the commissioner imposes various interventions upon the school. - Amends TCA 
Section 49-1-602. 
Status:  Passed

SB 0667 *Kyle (HB 0830 by *Turner, Shaw, Armstrong, Camper, Favors, Cooper, Jernigan, 
Hardaway, Mitchell, Parkinson, Akbari, Gilmore, Stewart) 
Education - As introduced, requires LEAs, in consultation with the department of education and 
local law enforcement, to institute at least one domestic violence awareness education program 
per year for middle and high schools; requires each program to be developmentally appropriate 
based on the students' age and maturity level. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6. 
Status:  Passed as amended.  (Amendment encourages, rather than requires, LEAs to 
institute at least one domestic violence awareness education program.)

SB 0758 *Tate (HB 0921 by *Akbari) 
Education - As introduced, prohibits the placement of a school identified as a priority school in 
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the achievement school district if the school makes certain improvements before being assigned 
to the achievement school district. - Amends TCA Title 49. 
Status:  Passed.

SB 0882 *Yarbro (HB 0874 by *Love) 
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, requires the local board to consider 
the years of service acquired by a tenured or nontenured teacher who takes an extended leave 
from an LEA to teach in a public charter school authorized by the LEA, ASD, or state board of 
education in certain circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 13 and 
Title 49, Chapter 5. 
Status:  Passed.

SB 1246 *Bailey (HB 0834 by *Powers) 
Education - As introduced, requires the local school board to create a policy that excuses 
students who request to attend a released time course in religious moral instruction taught by a 
sponsoring entity off school property. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 2, Part 1. 
Status:  Passed as amended.  (Amendment makes bill permissive rather than mandatory.)

 SENATE EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Senate Education Committee is closed.

[END OF DOCUMENT]


