
 TOSS Called Board Meeting 

TOSS Conference Room 
Nashville, TN 

 
March 10, 2016 

 
The TOSS Called Board meeting was called to order by Dr. Gary Lilly at 3:00 p.m.  

 
The following members of the TOSS Board of Directors were present: 

Dale Lynch  

Gary Lilly 

Cathy Harvey 

Sandra Harper  

Jackie Parton 

LaDonna McFall 

Bill Heath 

 

The following members called in: 

Randy Frazier 

Mike Looney 

Diane Elder 

Jimmy Long 

Mischelle Simcox 

Jim McIntyre 

Melanie Miller 

 

The following members were absent: 

Susan Bunch 

 

The following TOSS staff was present: 

Wayne Miller 

Chuck Cagle  

Susie Benefield 

Catie Bailey 

 

Guest: 

 

Commissioner Candice McQueen 

Nakia Townsend 

 

Mr. Miller thanked Commissioner McQueen for taking the time to speak to the TOSS board regarding 

district accountability.     Commissioner McQueen gave handouts regarding district accountability.  After 

a lengthy discussion Dr. Lilly thanked the commissioner for taking time out of her busy schedule to speak 

with the TOSS board. 
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I. Dr. Lilly moved on to the Executive Directors report with Mr. Wayne Miller. 

Mr. Miller stated that there had been a request from the Mid-Cumberland district for the TOSS 

board to review a resolution that they had proposed regarding “no accountability for districts and 

they would be held harmless”.  After some discussion among the board, a motion was made for Mr. 

Miller to schedule a meeting with the Commissioner and discuss the resolution with her.   

 

Motion was made for Mr. Miller to schedule a meeting with the Commissioner and discuss the 

Mid-Cumberland resolution with her. 

 

MOTION:  PARTON 

SECOND:  HEATH 

MOTION PASSED WITH NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

ALL AYES. 

 

Mr. Miller discussed several bills and resolutions that had been introduced in the legislator.  Mr. 

Miller started with the House joint resolution to amend the constitution.  This resolution will 

redefine how the court systems interact with schools.     There are several steps that must be taken 

before this can happen.  Mr. Miller asked Mr. Cagle to give his opinion.  Mr. Cagle felt that the 

resolution would not be brought back to committee, which means the resolution is dead.  

Dr. Parton stated that he felt that Mr. Miller should not be put in the position of giving a 

recommendation but would like a recommendation from the TOSS lobbyist.  Ms. Catie Bailey stated 

that she would recommend that TOSS not pursue it and waste political capital on a resolution that 

will not come up again in the next two years.   She stated that TOSS could reevaluate in 2017 

legislative year as to how to proceed in 2018.  Dr. Parton suggested that TOSS ask the lobbyist to 

keep the board informed if there seemed to be movement on the resolution over the next month.   

 

Motion made for TOSS lobbyist to watch the movement on the constitutional resolution and to 

keep the TOSS board abreast of any changes immediately. 

 

MOTION:  PARTON 

SECOND:  LYNCH 

MOTION PASSED WITH NO OBJECTIONS. 

 

ALL AYES. 

 

 Mr. Miller then discussed the CDF funding.  He stated he had visited with Dr. Looney and he was 

very reasonable.  The funding had been reduced from 50% to 25% funding level.   Mr. Miller stated 

that he has focused on the total amount of money that would be distributed to districts.  Mr. Miller 

felt that there was no action needed but wanted the board to be aware.   

 

Mr. Miller discussed the Adult Education program, which he stated had been redesigned into eight 

regional hubs.  It appeared that schools will no longer have their own Adult Education programs.  

Districts could apply for the grant but Mr. Frazier stated that his district had applied and would have 

to serve all of West Tennessee excluding Shelby County if they were approved.  Mr. Miller stated 
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that the RFP is still out.  He just wanted the board aware of the change where they could let others 

in their regions know of the changes for the Adult Education Program. 

 

Mr. Miller moved on to the TSSAA meeting.  He stated that they did not like the bill regarding 

background checks and Mr. Cagle allowed TSSAA’s attorney to attach an amendment on the bill that 

did not affect the outcome of the original bill.    

 

Mr. Miller stated the TOSS membership bill is in good shape.   

 

Dr. Lilly asked if action would be taken at the TSSAA meeting regarding the election of 

superintendents on TSSAA’s Board of Control and Legislative Council.  Mr. Miller said it was on the 

agenda.  Mr. Miller did suggest that everyone in the board directors regions know of the upcoming 

meeting and should talk to those principals on the Board of Control.   Mr. Miller said he would send 

out an update to superintendents about the meeting. 

 

 Mr. Miller has scheduled a meeting with Dr. Heyburn to discuss the State Boards possible passing of 

certification of interpreters.  Mr. Miller stated that there was no BEP funds set aside for certified 

interpreters.   

   

Mr. Miller asked the board if they wanted to continue with the April board meeting.  After some 

discussion, a motion was made to not have the April 13 board meeting. 

 

Motion made to not have an April board meeting. 

 

MOTION:  LYNCH 

SECOND:  HARVEY 

MOTION PASSED WITH NO OBJECTIONS. 

ALL AYES. 

 

Mr. Miller reminded the board of the retreat on June 22 and 23.  He stated that he was still trying to 

nail down a venue.  Dr. Parton stated that he would look into finding a venue for the retreat. 

 

Mr. Cagle introduced Laura Alrutz who gave a report on the Telephone Consumer Protection Act.  

Ms. Alrutz stated that more schools are going to automated notification systems to reach families 

regarding school closing or lockdowns.   The TCPA states that an individual must give their consent 

to receive automated calls. The called party can revoke consent at anytime.  She also stated the FCC 

considers a text message as a phone call.  However, the law states that for emergency purposes you 

do not need consent if it is for the health and safety of consumers.  The board then discussed how 

to address notification of non-emergency issues.  Ms. Alrutz stated that schools could set up a call in 

where the parent or guardian could op in or out for the automated school notifications. After much 

discussion, a motion was made to ask Senator Alexander’s office to amend the Telephone Consumer 

Protection Act law to exclude schools from being liable for automated phone calls. 

 

Motion was made for TOSS’s lobbyist to contact Senator Alexander’s office to pursue amending 

the Telephone Consumer Protection Act law to exclude schools from being liable for automated 

phone calls. 
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MOTION:  PARTON 

SECOND:  HARPER 

MOTION CARRIED WITH NO OBJECTIONS OR CORRECTIONS. 

 

ALL AYES. 

 

Dr. Lilly asked about Gap Insurance.  Mr. Miller stated that he had not taken a position on it.  He has 

met with the state treasurer, TNDOE, TEA and Five Points Insurance representatives.  Mr. Miller 

feels he will have to put a meeting together between Treasurer Lillard and MaryAnn Durski to 

discuss insurance options and what the law says.   

 

Mr. Miller expressed his appreciation of Catie Bailey and her expertise on the hill. 

 

Dr. Lilly stated he is very excited about the changes that TOSS is making with advocacy and directors 

need to support the efforts that TOSS is making.  He asked the board to encourage their colleagues 

to support TOSS and their initiatives.   

  

 

 

Board meeting adjourned at 5:32 p.m. 

 

 

 

Minutes Approved on__________________________. 


