
 

 

 

  

ESSA Feedback 

 

After surveying our membership of 141 Tennessee public school superintendents, the Tennessee 

Organization of School Superintendents (TOSS) has the following feedback to offer in regards to the 

Tennessee Department of Education’s plan to address the Every Student Succeeds Act.   

TOSS is adamantly opposed to the single summative letter grading of schools.  Our members do not 

fear accountability; in fact, they see its value and encourage it.  They would even support the 

Department of Education’s use of letter grades for the individual indicators used for accountability.  

What they cannot and will not support is the use of one letter grade to represent a weighted 

average of those various measures.   

The general public has an understanding of an A through F grading model and the negative 

connotations that come with a lower grade.  Superintendents are fearful of how this stigmatization 

will impact students’ self-esteem, school enrollment, and even the local economy in communities 

where there is a lower school grade.  It is extremely difficult to explain the complex makeup of 

these grades.  However, it is even more difficult to get community members to look past the single 

letter grade and dig deeper into the accountability model.   

While the single letter grade was intended to make it easier for parents to understand how their 

children’s schools are performing, it sacrifices clarity in the process.  It is a severe oversimplification 

to use a single summative grade to represent all aspects of a school’s performance.  It can easily vail 

successes or areas for improvement with a single weighted average.  Parents should be able to 

easily see where a school stands on each facet of the accountability model, and make decisions for 

their children based on what is most important to them.   

We are asking the Department of Education to strongly consider the opinions of its district leaders 

and make changes to the proposed A-F model.  Each school has its own set of strengths and areas 

where improvement is needed, and they deserve to be fairly represented.     

Finally, we encourage the Department of Education to evaluate the use of the ACT test as the issue 

of reducing test time is investigated.  

 


