
LEWIS, THOMASON, KING, KRIEG & WALDROP, P.C.
TN Legislative Report – Education

To: Tennessee Organization of School Superintendents (TOSS)

From: Angie Sanders, Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C.

Date: February 13, 2014

Re: Legislative Update

A. Update on Education Committee Meetings- Week of 2/10/14

 House Education Committee:

Budget Hearings:

Tennessee Higher Education Commission Tennessee
Student Assistance Corporation

Tennessee Board of Regents
University of Tennessee

Tennessee Foreign Language Institute

Calendar:

1. *HB1129 by *Hill T, *Brooks K. (SB1266 by *Niceley, *Bowling, *Ford.)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, requires emphasis on American foundational
instruments and instruction in American historical achievement. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed as Amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. Amendments 1 and 2-
require reporting to state board and legislature regarding implementation.



2. HB1383 by *Sexton. (*SB1445 by *Dickerson.)
Health Care - As introduced, adds administration of insulin to medications school
personnel may volunteer to administer. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 5.

Status: Rolled.

3. *HB1668 by *Kane. (SB1773 by *Bell.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, eliminates antiquated language from
the definition of home school student for purposes of lottery scholarships and grants so
that the definition matches the substantive provisions of law. - Amends TCA Title 49,
Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status: Rolled.

4. HB1372 by *Johnson C. (*SB1433 by *Norris.)
Veterans - As introduced, allows certain veterans, who are classified as out-of-state
students, to pay in-state tuition and fees at public institutions of higher education. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7.

Status: Rolled.

5. HB1179 by *Towns. (*SB1112 by *Kyle.)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, requires department to utilize scale of 100 percent
when reporting progress in the Tennessee report card for schools beginning with the
report for the 2013-2014 school year. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled.

6. *HB1500 by *Lundberg. (SB1778 by *Crowe.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows a Tennessee student
graduating from an out-of-state boarding school that is accredited by a member of the
National Association of Independent Schools Commission on Accreditation to be eligible
for Tennessee HOPE lottery scholarship, if the student meets all other applicable
requirements for the scholarship. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.
Status: Rolled.



 House Education Sub-Committee:

Calendar:

1. *HB1452 by *Powers. (SB1709 by *Yager.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, allows part-time employees of the state
university and community college system and the University of Tennessee to
enroll in one course per semester at a state supported college or university or state
college of applied technology without paying tuition charges or maintenance fees.
- Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7 and Title 49, Chapter 7.

Status: Passed as Amended. Sent to Full Committee. Amendment clarifies
that classes will only be available on space-available basis and defines course
in terms of course hours.

2. HB1457 by *Lamberth, *Evans, *Kane, *Love, *Hall, *White M, *Rich,
*Wirgau, *Bailey, *Calfee, *Shipley. (*SB1597 by *Green.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, creates the Tennessee Come
Back for Your Future scholarship program. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4,
Part 9; Title 49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9.

Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee (Allows students who went to college
but did not complete, to apply for lottery scholarship funds if they meet
certain qualifications such as being out of school for at least a year, and
having so many hours already completed.) 5 Mil. Fiscal Note.

3. HB1693 by *DeBerry J, *Brooks H, *White M. (*SB1684 by *Gresham.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, allows charter schools to contract with for-profit
managers or operators. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 13.

Status: Rolled 2 weeks. (working on issues related to whether or not LEA
decision to not approve charter based on intention to use for profit manager
would be appealable).

4. *HB1989 by *White D. (SB2285 by *Dickerson.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, revises the provisions governing the revocation
or nonrenewal of a public charter school agreement. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed as Amended. Sent to Full Committee. (States that charter
schools in the bottom 5% would be automatically closed, provides for
committee/transition team to be formed to facilitate closure and transition of
students).



5. *HB1549 by *Dunn, *Rogers, *Weaver. (SB1835 by *Gresham.)
Education - As introduced, establishes requirements for the adoption of
educational standards; prohibits use of student data for purposes other than
tracking academic progress and educational needs of students. - Amends TCA
Title 49.

Status: Rolled 2 weeks.

6. HB1882 by *Dennis. (*SB1470 by *Gresham.)
Education - As introduced, enacts the "Data Accessibility, Transparency and
Accountability Act", which regulates the collection and release of data by the
department and state board of education. - Amends TCA Title 10, Chapter 7, Part
5 and Title 49.

Status: Rolled 2 weeks.

7. HB1871 by *Coley. (*SB1940 by *Johnson.)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, requires every LEA required to provide
family life curriculum to provide the department of education and the state board
of education with a list of the specific curriculum used to teach the family life
curriculum; requires the report to include the contact information of every
individual, non-LEA employee or organization authorized to teach the family life
curriculum. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 13.

Status: Rolled 2 weeks.

8. HB2116 by *Brooks H. (*SB1834 by *Gresham.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, limits courses state employees can take free of
charge at public institutions of higher education under the state employees' fee
waiver to 4 credit hours or 120 clock hours courses; allows the use of the fee
waiver as partial payment for courses of more than 4 credit hours or 120 clock
hours. - Amends TCA Section 8-50-114.

Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Full Committee.

9. HB2109 by *Brooks H. (*SB2235 by *Tracy.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, creates a four-year pilot
program in the dual enrollment grant program to determine if covering more fully
the costs of dual enrollment courses increases participation in the program and
subsequent success in college. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status: Taken off notice.



10. *HB1931 by *White M. (SB2106 by *Gresham.)
Education - As introduced, revises various provisions governing the baccalaureate
education system trust fund program; requires department of revenue to assist
board of trustees of the program in the implementation of certain tax incentives. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 8; Title 55, Chapter 4; Title 67, Chapter 2
and Title 67, Chapter 4.

Status: Rolled 2 weeks.

11. *HB1929 by *White M. (SB2115 by *Gardenhire.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, permits a student at a public institution of
higher education to be charged in-state tuition, if the student is a citizen of the
United States, has resided in Tennessee for at least one year and has graduated
from a Tennessee public secondary school or a private secondary school in this
state and approved by the state board of education as a Category 1, 2, or 3
secondary school or earned a Tennessee high school equivalency diploma. -
Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee.

12. HB1992 by *Floyd. (*SB1951 by *Gardenhire.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, permits undocumented alien students who are
Tennessee residents, who meet the academic requirements of HOPE scholarship
and attend Tennessee schools for five years prior to graduating from high school,
be charged in-state tuition at public institutions of higher education. - Amends
TCA Title 49.

Status: Rolled.

13. HB1876 by *Ramsey. (*SB1905 by *Overbey.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows students who would
have qualified for the STEP UP scholarship, if the scholarship had been in effect
in 2012-2013, to receive the scholarship as second year students in 2013-2014;
provided the students meet the continuation requirements for the scholarship at the
end of their first year of study. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-943.

Status: Rolled.

14. *HB1790 by *Kane. (SB2388 by *Massey.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, permits a student who received a Wilder-
Naifeh technical skills grant to be eligible for a HOPE scholarship under certain
circumstances; permits a student who received a HOPE scholarship to receive a
Wilder-Naifeh technical skills grant under certain circumstances. - Amends TCA
Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status: Taken off notice.



15. HB2198 by *Turner M. (*SB2142 by *Tate.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, permits a Tennessee HOPE
scholarship recipient to omit the grades from one semester from the recipient's
HOPE cumulative grade point average without penalty. - Amends TCA Title 49,
Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status: Rolled 1 week.

16. HB1848 by *Johnson G, *Fitzhugh, *Jernigan, *Pitts, *Jones, *Brooks H,
*Womick. (*SB1927 by *Finney .)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, creates the Tennessee rural
teachers scholarship. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.

Status: Rolled.

17. HB1775 by *Sparks. (*SB1890 by *Campfield, *Summerville.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, allows part-time employee of state college of
applied technology to enroll in one course per semester at state supported higher
education institute without paying the tuition charges or maintenance fees. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 1.

Status: Rolled 1 week.

18. *HB2147 by *Parkinson. (SB2511 by *Tate.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, creates the student athlete trust fund to provide
a source of funding for one-time payments to eligible student athletes who
graduate from a public institution of higher education in Tennessee - Amends
TCA Title 49.

Status: Rolled 3 weeks.

19. HB2179 by *Rich. (*SB1683 by *Gresham.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, establishes a tuition freeze program at public two-
year and four-year institutions of higher education. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7;
Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9.

Status: Taken off notice.

20. HB1970 by *Pitts. (*SB2094 by *Green.)
Veterans - As introduced, enacts the "Military Education Assistance for Tennessee Act,"
which provides eligibility for in-state tuition to certain honorably discharged veterans;
creates tuition waiver program for members of the Tennessee state guard with at least one
year of service. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 1.

Status: Taken off notice.



 Senate Education Committee:

Calendar:

1. SB 1951 *Gardenhire (HB 1992 by *Floyd)
Education, Higher - As introduced, permits undocumented alien students who are
Tennessee residents, who meet the academic requirements of HOPE scholarship and
attend Tennessee schools for five years prior to graduating from high school, be charged
in-state tuition at public institutions of higher education. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Rolled 2 weeks.

2. SB 2115 *Gardenhire (HB 1929 by *White M)
Education, Higher - As introduced, permits a student at a public institution of higher
education to be charged in-state tuition, if the student is a citizen of the United States, has
resided in Tennessee for at least one year and has graduated from a Tennessee public
secondary school or a private secondary school in this state and approved by the state
board of education as a Category 1, 2, or 3 secondary school or earned a Tennessee high
school equivalency diploma. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed as Amended. Sent to Finance Committee. (Amendment: clerical
corrections).

3. SB 2277 *Dickerson (HB 1894 by *Marsh)
Basic Education Program (BEP) - As introduced, clarifies $100 out of $200 be given to
each teacher by August 1 so that the teacher may spend it at any time during that school
year on instructional supplies as determined necessary by the teacher; requires LEA to
send written explanation to education committees and commissioner for any
noncompliance. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3, Part 3.

Status: Passed as Amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment moves
effective date of payment to October 31).

4. SB 2285 *Dickerson (HB 1989 by *White D)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, revises the provisions governing the revocation or
nonrenewal of a public charter school agreement. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed as Amended. Sent to Calendar Committee.

5. SB 1760 *Ketron (HB 1658 by *Brooks K)
Education - As introduced, prohibits counting walking to and from class towards the
minimum of 90 minutes per week of required physical activity for public school students.
- Amends TCA Section 49-6-1021.

Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.



6. SB 1433 *Norris (HB 1372 by *Johnson C)
Veterans - As introduced, allows certain veterans, who are classified as out-of-state
students, to pay in-state tuition and fees at public institutions of higher education. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7.

Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee. Amendment adds working “academic
year”. (Must enroll within 24 months after discharge from military).

7. SB 2006 *Green (HB 1973 by *Pitts)
Students - As introduced, requires the department of education to maintain the unique
personal identification numbers of students of active duty military parents or guardians in
a separate database to identify and track these students if the students move to different
schools across the state and country. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1 and Title 49,
Chapter 6.

Status: Passed as Amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. Amendment allows school
systems to use their current database instead of separate database requirement.
Verbal Amendment: adds that parental consent is required for data to be collected.

8. SB 1724 *Johnson (HB 2252 by *Casada, Sargent)
Education - As introduced, redefines the definition of "high performing school district"
for purposes of the High Performing School Districts Flexibility Act. - Amends TCA
Title 49, Chapter 2, Part 7.

Status: Passed as Amended. Amendment adds “SAT score of 980 or higher” to
definition.

9. SB 1425 *Campfield (HB 1906 by *Holt)
Education - As introduced, allows LEAs to teach the history of traditional winter
celebrations; allows students and staff to use traditional greetings of such celebrations;
and allows LEAs to display winter celebration scenes or symbols under certain
conditions. - Amends TCA Title 49.

Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.



 Local Government Sub-Committee

1. HB 2293 by *Durham, Kane, Littleton, Shipley (SB 2525 by *Bell)
Local Government, General - As introduced, revises the provisions governing altering or
revising the budget of the county department of education. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title
5; Title 6; Title 7 and Title 49.

Status: Passed. Sent to Local Government Committee. (Allows county commission
ability to alter line-items in budgets of county school systems regarding lobbying
expenditures)

END OF DOCUMENT


