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LEWIS, THOMASON, KING, KRIEG & WALDROP, P.C.
TN Legislative Report – Education

To: Tennessee Organization of School Superintendents (TOSS)

From: Angie Sanders, Lewis, Thomason, King, Krieg & Waldrop, P.C.

Date: March 6, 2014

Re: Legislative Update

A. Update on Education Committee Meetings- Week of 3/3/14

 House Education Committee:

Calendar:

1. HB1179 by *Towns, *Cooper. (*SB1112 by *Kyle.)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, requires department to utilize scale of 100 percent
when reporting progress in the Tennessee report card for schools beginning with the
report for the 2013-2014 school year. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

2. HB1372 by *Johnson C, *Pitts, *Gilmore, *Miller, *Cooper. (*SB1433 by
*Norris, *Crowe, *Green, *Gresham, *Henry, *Beavers, *Bell, *Bowling, *Burks,
*Campfield, *Dickerson, *Finney , *Gardenhire, *Haile, *Harper, *Hensley,
*Johnson, *Kelsey, *Ketron, *Massey, *McNally, *Niceley, *Overbey,
*Southerland, *Stevens, *Summerville, *Tate, *Tracy, *Watson, *Yager, *Ramsey.)
Veterans - As introduced, allows certain veterans, who are classified as out-of-state
students, to pay in-state tuition and fees at public institutions of higher education. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment changes
academic year to 2013-14).
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3. *HB1799 by *Swann, *Forgety, *Fitzhugh, *White M, *Marsh, *Brooks H,
*Casada. (SB2392 by *Overbey, *McNally.)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, revises the reason for which an LEA may apply to
the commissioner for a waiver of a state board rule or regulation from "it inhibits or
hinders the LEA's ability to implement innovative programs designed to improve student
achievement" to "it inhibits or hinders the LEA's ability to meet its goals or comply with
its mission". - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee (Amendment states that
LEA may not apply for waiver from minimum salary schedule for teachers).

4. *HB1452 by *Powers. (SB1709 by *Yager.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, allows part-time employees of the state university
and community college system and the University of Tennessee to enroll in one course
per semester at a state supported college or university or state college of applied
technology without paying tuition charges or maintenance fees. - Amends TCA Title 49,
Chapter 7 and Title 49, Chapter 7.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Budget Sub-Committee. (Amendment makes the
bill, states that bill only applies to community colleges and TCAT’s. Does not
include adjunct employees or temp agency workers. Requires that space be
available in a class for employee to enroll.)

5. HB1457 by *Lamberth, *Evans, *Kane, *Love, *Hall, *White M, *Rich,
*Wirgau, *Bailey, *Calfee, *Shipley. (*SB1597 by *Green.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, creates the Tennessee Come Back
for Your Future scholarship program. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9; Title
49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Budget Sub-Committee.

6. *HB1500 by *Lundberg. (SB1778 by *Crowe.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows a Tennessee student
graduating from an out-of-state boarding school that is accredited by a member of the
National Association of Independent Schools Commission on Accreditation to be eligible
for Tennessee HOPE lottery scholarship, if the student meets all other applicable
requirements for the scholarship. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.
Status: Passed. Sent to Budget Sub-Committee.

7. HB1876 by *Ramsey. (*SB1905 by *Overbey.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows students who would have
qualified for the STEP UP scholarship, if the scholarship had been in effect in 2012-
2013, to receive the scholarship as second year students in 2013-2014; provided the
students meet the continuation requirements for the scholarship at the end of their first
year of study. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-943.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Budget Sub-Committee.
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8. HB1906 by *Holt. (*SB1425 by *Campfield, *Kelsey, *Yager.)
Education - As introduced, allows LEAs to teach the history of traditional winter
celebrations; allows students and staff to use traditional greetings of such celebrations;
and allows LEAs to display winter celebration scenes or symbols under certain
conditions. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment: includes
language “including but not limited to” with regard to greetings allowed).

9. HB2248 by *Casada. (*SB2131 by *Johnson.)
Local Education Agencies - As introduced, prohibits LEAs from including information
on the Affordable Care Act in mailings to families of students concerning TennCare and
CHIP. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment states that
LEA may not use written or electronic means to educate about ACA and/or get
people to sign up for ACA).

10. HB2252 by *Casada, *Sargent. (*SB1724 by *Johnson.)
Education - As introduced, redefines the definition of "high performing school district"
for purposes of the High Performing School Districts Flexibility Act. - Amends TCA
Title 49, Chapter 2, Part 7.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment adds SAT
score to definition of high performing school district).

11. *HB1697 by *Butt, *White D, *Brooks H, *White M, *Forgety. (SB1881 by
*Niceley.)
Education - As introduced, requires cursive writing to be taught in the third grade. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 10.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment states state
board of educational shall include cursive writing in curriculum at the appropriate
grade level).

12. *HB2348 by *Fitzhugh, *Forgety, *Pitts, *Love, *Miller. (SB2462 by *Finney .)
Education - As introduced, prohibits intentional destruction of imagination library
program books intended to be delivered to children enrolled in the program; requires best
efforts to deliver books or, in the alternative, to make the books available for pre-
kindergarten, kindergarten or elementary programs. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 52,
Part 1.
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee
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13. *HB1547 by *Rogers, *Moody, *Goins, *DeBerry J, *Shipley, *Pody, *Ragan,
*Womick, *Floyd, *McCormick, *Casada, *Weaver, *Kane, *White D, *Dean,
*Brooks K, *Evans, *Eldridge, *Holt, *Powers, *Hill T, *Hill M, *Windle,
*VanHuss, *Swann, *Lamberth. (SB1793 by *Haile, *Summerville.)
Education - As introduced, enacts the "Religious Viewpoints Antidiscrimination Act". -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 10 and Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment removes
language regarding who is selected to make speeches, codifies US DOE guidance).

14. *HB1549 by *Dunn, *Rogers, *Weaver, *White D. (SB1835 by *Gresham.)
Education - As introduced, establishes requirements for the adoption of educational
standards; prohibits use of student data for purposes other than tracking academic
progress and educational needs of students. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment states that
state cannot join a testing consortium requiring the adoption of uniform standards
without giving 60 days notice to the legislature. Federal government cannot dictate
curriculum to the state. Requires transparency in data collected on students,
requires use of only aggregate data in public reports.)

15. HB1977 by *Pitts, *Mitchell. (*SB1611 by *Green.)
Education - As introduced, requires any waiver of rules, regulations or policies granted
by the Department of Education to be posted on the department's web site within five
business days of approval; requires a rationale of the waiver to be included on the web
site. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1, Part 2.
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.

16. *HB2294 by *White M, *Ragan, *Coley, *Rogers, *Dean, *Alexander. (SB2421
by *Overbey.)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, urges the departments of education and
children's services to work together to enhance or adapt curriculum materials that focus
on child sexual abuse, including such abuse which may occur in the child’s home. -
Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 1; Title 37, Chapter 5; Title 49, Chapter 10 and Title 49,
Chapter 6.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment: “Erin’s
law.” Requires discussion of safe v. unsafe touch regarding people that children
know, not just strangers).

17. *HB1931 by *White M. (SB2106 by *Gresham.)
Education - As introduced, revises various provisions governing the baccalaureate
education system trust fund program; requires department of revenue to assist board of
trustees of the program in the implementation of certain tax incentives. - Amends TCA
Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 8; Title 55, Chapter 4; Title 67, Chapter 2 and Title 67, Chapter
4.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment allows
treasury to create another college 529 savings plan).
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18. HB2083 by *Love. (*SB1864 by *Tate.)
Education - As introduced, requires the department of education to report the number of
student referrals by the LEAs to the juvenile court by schools, local school districts,
gender and race in the department's annual report. - Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 5;
Title 37, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 6; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 1.
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.

19. HB2116 by *Brooks H. (*SB1834 by *Gresham, *Niceley.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, limits courses state employees can take free of charge
at public institutions of higher education under the state employees' fee waiver to 4 credit
hours or 120 clock hours courses; allows the use of the fee waiver as partial payment for
courses of more than 4 credit hours or 120 clock hours. - Amends TCA Section 8-50-114.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

20. HB1780 by *DeBerry J, *White M. (*SB1887 by *Gresham.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, creates a 30 day application period for students eligible
for the achievement school district to enroll in the charter school; allows additional
students to enroll in the charter school as long as the student enrollment does not exceed
the school's capacity. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 13.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

21. HB1871 by *Coley. (*SB1940 by *Johnson.)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, requires every LEA required to provide family
life curriculum to provide the department of education and the state board of education
with a list of the specific curriculum used to teach the family life curriculum; requires the
report to include the contact information of every individual, non-LEA employee or
organization authorized to teach the family life curriculum. - Amends TCA Title 49,
Chapter 6, Part 13.
Status: Rolled 1 week
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 House Education Sub-Committee:

Calendar:

1. HB2491 by *McCormick, *Brooks H, *White M, *Forgety, *Kane, *Coley.
(*SB2471 by *Norris.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Promise Scholarship Act of
2014"; revises certain provisions of the Tennessee HOPE scholarship program. - Amends
TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 7 and Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Full Committee. (Amendment makes the bill.
Establishes TN promise. Sets up irrevocable trust/endowment managed by trustee.
Changes lottery scholarship to allow for 120 hours of 8 semesters as terminating
event, changes to 3k/5k structure of hope scholarship. Allows prior hope recipients
to receive Wilder-Naifeh.)

2. HB1942 by *Hawk. (*SB2063 by *Southerland.)
Education - As introduced, permits municipalities to extend the terms of local school
board members in order to comply with the general law and synchronize local elections
to the general election. - Amends TCA Section 49-2-201.
Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee (Allows Greeneville school system to
synchronize elections of school board members with local elections).

3. *HB0203 by *Ramsey. (SB1025 by *Overbey.)
Education - As introduced, encourages LEAs to work with area hospitals and doctors, as
well as Project ADAM, a nonprofit organization serving children through life-saving
programs that help prevent sudden cardiac arrest, in developing informational programs
for faculty, staff and students on sudden cardiac arrest and in obtaining AEDs for LEA
schools. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 68.
Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee.

4. *HB1793 by *Kane. (SB1949 by *Campfield.)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, requires the department to promulgate rules that set
the frequency for special exemptions, for the purpose of conducting infrequent school-
sponsored fundraisers, for food or beverages that do not meet certain federal nutrition
standards. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

5. *HB2049 by *Gilmore, *DeBerry J, *Casada, *Shepard. (SB2246 by *Hensley.)
Education - As introduced, requires schools and LEAs to encourage various measures to
limit students' exposure to harmful substances while at school. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee. (Encourages scheduling of indoor
maintenance projects at time when children are not present.).
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6. *HB1491 by *Carter. (SB1817 by *Dickerson.)
Education - As introduced, expands the authority of LEAs to implement a program
identifying public school children who are at risk for obesity to include children at risk
for Type II diabetes. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled to final calendar. (Caption bill).

7. *HB1658 by *Brooks K. (SB1760 by *Ketron.)
Education - As introduced, prohibits counting walking to and from class towards the
minimum of 90 minutes per week of required physical activity for public school students.
- Amends TCA Section 49-6-1021.
Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee.

8. HB2497 by *Holt. (*SB2501 by *Stevens.)
Students - As introduced, revises the provisions governing the student code of acceptable
behavior and discipline. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status: Rolled 1 week to work on amendment to bill.

9. HB2071 by *Farmer. (*SB1737 by *Niceley.)
Death - As introduced, requires that any body farm located in this state shall be owned
and operated by a state-supported university, community college, or a private college or
university. - Amends TCA Title 49 and Title 68, Chapter 4.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

10. *HB1735 by *Sexton. (SB2002 by *Massey, *Burks, *Gardenhire.)
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, defines dyslexia and requires
in-service training for teachers and other training collaboration by the department of
education with institutions of higher education concerning instruction related to dyslexia.
- Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Full Committee.

11. HB2021 by *Stewart. (*SB2120 by *Finney .)
Education - As introduced, urges the department of education to develop bicycle safety
curriculum including the importance of wearing a helmet, the use of appropriate hand
signals, and the joint responsibility of cyclists and motorists to obey the rules of the road.
- Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

12. HB2022 by *Stewart. (*SB2119 by *Finney .)
Education - As introduced, requires local board of education to report any child who is
not attending school due to lack of clothing or food to the department of children's
services, if appropriate, who shall refer the child's parent to any available public or
private resources. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.
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13. HB2217 by *Weaver, *Dunn, *Brooks H, *White D, *Moody, *Kane. (*SB2073
by *Haile.)
Local Education Agencies - As introduced, defines as confidential, information relative
to school safety plans; provides that meetings involving school safety plans are not
subject to the open meetings laws. - Amends TCA Title 8; Title 10 and Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Full Committee. (Amendment makes school
security plans and meetings confidential/not subject to open meeting law).

14. HB2292 by *Weaver. (*SB2401 by *Campfield.)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, deletes exception that currently
allows students at a previously eligible private postsecondary institution accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to receive lottery scholarships until June
30, 2016. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-902.
Status: Taken off notice.

15. HB2246 by *Forgety. (*SB2362 by *Gresham.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, regulates transfer pathways for transfer between
public institutions of higher education. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 2.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Full Committee. (Limited to 50 most popular
majors, limits dual enrollment pathways to institutions based on the geographical
location or programs.)

17. *HB2077 by *Forgety. (SB2359 by *Gresham, *Ketron.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, requires the disclosure concerning transferability of
credits that institutions authorized to operate by THEC must make to potential students to
be in 18-point bold type rather than 16-point type. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 8 and
Title 49.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

18. *HB2115 by *Brooks H, *White D. (SB2423 by *Henry, *Summerville.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, prohibits the board of regents and the University of
Tennessee's board of trustees from adopting policies that substantially burden students'
free exercise of religion. - Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 49.
Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee.

19. HB2127 by *Brooks H. (*SB2352 by *Gresham.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, clarifies that both public and private institutions only
offering preschool through twelfth grade education are exempt from the Postsecondary
Education Authorization Act of 1974. - Amends TCA Section 49-7-2004.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.
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20. HB2122 by *White M, *Ragan. (*SB2354 by *Gresham, *Ketron.)
Education - As introduced, revises the provisions governing harassment, intimidation,
bullying and cyber-bullying in elementary and secondary education, including requiring
the LEA to update the anti-bullying policy annually; mandating the parents and students
sign the policy; and requiring the posting of the anti-bullying policy in classrooms,
cafeterias restrooms and school buses. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 45.
Status: Passed. Sent to Full Committee. Prohibits bullying by students, staff and
volunteers. Requires annual review of bullying policy

21. HB2042 by *White M, *Brooks K. (*SB2197 by *Ketron.)
Local Education Agencies - As introduced, allows credit for a local government that
appropriates funds for education for a nonrecurring expenditure evidenced by a written
agreement with the LEA, when determining compliance with the local government's
maintenance of local education funding requirements. - Amends TCA Section 49-3-
314(c).
Status: Rolled 1 week.

22. HB1999 by *White M. (*SB1455 by *Gresham.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, removes obsolete language concerning the terms of
the public members of the board of regents; clarifies confusing language resulting from
the change of name of the Tennessee technology centers to Tennessee colleges of applied
technology. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

23. HB1857 by *Williams R, *Jernigan, *Pitts, *Dunn, *Brooks H, *DeBerry J,
*Roach, *Akbari, *White M, *Coley, *Kane. (*SB1692 by *Massey, *Gardenhire,
*Tate, *Burks, *Crowe.)
Tennessee Higher Education Commission - As introduced, expands the duties of the
executive director of THEC to ensure institutions develop and use electronic instructional
materials and related information technology accessible to individuals with disabilities;
creates the Accessibility Task Force to establish conformity with the director's new
duties. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 2 and Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 20.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Full Committee.

24. *HB1777 by *Williams R. (SB2535 by *Burks.)
Employees, Employers - As introduced, creates the Go Build Fund to attract students
towards careers in the construction industry. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title 49 and
Title 50.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Full Committee. (Amendment changes effective
date).
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25. *HJR0545 by *DeBerry J.
General Assembly, Statement of Intent or Position - Recommends all school
administrators, teachers, parents and students be educated about the potential health
impact of heavy backpacks and take proactive measures to avoid injury. -
Status: Rolled 1 week.

26. *HB1781 by *DeBerry J. (SB2041 by *Kelsey.)
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, allows principals, on behalf
of individual schools, to apply to the commissioner of education for a waiver from certain
policies and procedures of zero tolerance violations. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 10;
Title 49, Chapter 13; Title 49, Chapter 15; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49, Chapter 5; Title
49, Chapter 50 and Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

27. HB1693 by *DeBerry J, *Brooks H, *White M. (*SB1684 by *Gresham.)
Schools, Charter - As introduced, allows charter schools to contract with for-profit
managers or operators. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 13.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

28. HB1267 by *Moody. (*SB0677 by *Gresham.)
Education - As introduced, enacts the "Fiscal State Tracking and Accountability Report
(STAR) System Act". - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 3.
Status: Taken off notice.

29. *HJR0543 by *Pitts, *Johnson C, *Tidwell.
General Assembly, Directed Studies - Requests the department of education to study and
report on ways local education agencies are implementing the requirements of TCA 49-6-
1021, which requires 90 minutes of physical activity per week. -
Status: Rolled 1 week.

30. HB1978 by *Pitts. (*SB2101 by *Finney .)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, requires the department of education to provide a
fiscal note detailing the financial impact of any proposed rule or policy. - Amends TCA
Title 3 and Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

31. HB2479 by *Akbari, *Camper, *Hardaway, *Cooper, *Armstrong, *Miller,
*Pitts, *Fitzhugh. (*SB2561 by *Kyle.)
Education - As introduced, requires the state board of education, department of education
and the office of research and education accountability to confer with other stakeholders
and determine the best means of establishing a best practices clearinghouse that shall
identify, develop and share best practices from models of education reform with K-12
public schools. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.
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32. *HB2147 by *Parkinson. (SB2511 by *Tate.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, creates the student athlete trust fund to provide a
source of funding for one-time payments to eligible student athletes who graduate from a
public institution of higher education in Tennessee. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Taken off notice.

33. HB2212 by *Camper. (*SB1843 by *Finney .)
Law Enforcement - As introduced, requires a school resource officer or other school
security officer to report any incident involving the discharge of a Taser or other stun gun
on school property in the same manner as officers do in the applicable jurisdiction when a
service firearm is discharged. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 42.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

34. *HB1889 by *Camper, *Akbari, *Turner J. (SB2288 by *Ford.)
Education - As introduced, requires an LEA revising its policy prohibiting harassment,
intimidation, bullying or cyber-bullying, which was filed with the commissioner of
education, to transmit the revised policy to the commissioner. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

35. HB0927 by *Camper, *Pitts, *Odom, *Gilmore, *Fitzhugh, *DeBerry L,
*Turner M, *Jernigan, *Jones, *Johnson G, *Love, *Stewart, *Powell, *Mitchell,
*Ramsey. (*SB1124 by *Kyle, *Burks, *Ford, *Crowe.)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, expands definition of harassment and bullying in
schools to include conduct based on actual or perceived demographic traits, requires
review of anti-bullying policies at least once every three years, clarifies that such policies
apply to students, school staff and volunteers. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

36. HB1845 by *Johnson G. (*SB1923 by *Finney .)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, requires an annual charter school report to be posted
on the web site of the department. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

37. HB1847 by *Johnson G, *Pitts, *Fitzhugh, *Jernigan, *Jones. (*SB1926 by
*Finney .)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, requires the department to employ three technology
student association advisors, one in each grand division, to assist chapters of the
Tennessee technology student association and elementary and secondary educators in
providing technology education to students. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1.
Status: Rolled 1 week.
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38. HB1992 by *Floyd, *Powell. (*SB1951 by *Gardenhire.)
Education, Higher - As introduced, permits undocumented alien students who are
Tennessee residents, who meet the academic requirements of HOPE scholarship and
attend Tennessee schools for five years prior to graduating from high school, be charged
in-state tuition at public institutions of higher education. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

39. *HB2434 by *Carr J. (SB2552 by *Hensley.)
Education - As introduced, allows LEAs to promote a student who has missed the
maximum number of school days pursuant to the LEA's attendance policy to be promoted
to the next grade if the student successfully completes all academic course work. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 30.
Status: Rolled 1 week.
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 Senate Education Committee:

Presentation:

Tennessee Promise Overview
Mark Cate, Office of Governor Bill Haslam

Calendar:

1. SJR 0491 *Gresham, Summerville, Green, Stevens, Watson, Campfield, Ketron,
Beavers, Tracy, Bowling, McNally, Southerland, Haile, Yager, Dickerson, Hensley,
Crowe, Niceley, Norris, Bell
General Assembly, Statement of Intent or Position - Expresses Tennessee's sovereignty
over education standards and assessments. –
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.

2. SB 1835 *Gresham (HB 1549 by *Dunn, Rogers, Weaver, White D)
Education - As introduced, establishes requirements for the adoption of educational
standards; prohibits use of student data for purposes other than tracking academic
progress and educational needs of students. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment makes the
bill. State shall not join testing consortium requiring adoption of standards unless
notice given to legislature. Enacts data accountability act for student data collected.
Requires parents and students to be informed of rights under fed and state laws.
Prohibits LEA’s from collecting data on certain issues. Additional amendment
states that State Board must get approval of the legislature prior to adopting any
new testing consortium.)

3. SB 2106 *Gresham (HB 1931 by *White M)
Education - As introduced, revises various provisions governing the baccalaureate
education system trust fund program; requires department of revenue to assist board of
trustees of the program in the implementation of certain tax incentives. - Amends TCA
Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 8; Title 55, Chapter 4; Title 67, Chapter 2 and Title 67, Chapter
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment allows
treasurer to establish more than one 529 college savings plan).

4. SB 1951 *Gardenhire (HB 1992 by *Floyd, Powell)
Education, Higher - As introduced, permits undocumented alien students who are
Tennessee residents, who meet the academic requirements of HOPE scholarship and
attend Tennessee schools for five years prior to graduating from high school, be charged
in-state tuition at public institutions of higher education. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.
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5. SB 1984 *Campfield (HB 1828 by *Womick)
Education - As introduced, prohibits adoption or use of PARCC assessments; requires the
general assembly to make the decision as to the adoption of assessments to replace
TCAPs; requires the state to withdraw from PARCC; prohibits state membership in any
group that relinquished control over assessments to an outside entity. - Amends TCA
Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 2 and Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

6. SB 1985 *Campfield, Summerville (HB 1825 by *Womick, Casada)
Education - As introduced, requires the state board of education and the department of
education to postpone any further implementation of Common Core State Standards
beyond those standards implemented as of June 30, 2013, until further implementation is
approved by the general assembly. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter
2 and Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

7. SB 1986 *Campfield (HB 1826 by *Womick)
Education - As introduced, requires the general assembly to approve, by the general
appropriations act, all state funding for any future assessment tests used to measure the
educational progress of students. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1 and Title 49,
Chapter 2.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

8. SB 2401 *Campfield (HB 2292 by *Weaver)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, deletes exception that currently
allows students at a previously eligible private postsecondary institution accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools to receive lottery scholarships until June
30, 2016. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-902.
Status: Rolled 2 weeks.

9. SB 0417 *Crowe (HB 0091 by *Eldridge)
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, limits duration that a tenured
teacher may be suspended pending investigation to 30 days only if the matter investigated
is not the subject of an ongoing criminal investigation or a DHS investigation. - Amends
TCA Title 49, Chapter 5, Part 5.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

10. SB 1778 *Crowe (HB 1500 by *Lundberg)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows a Tennessee student
graduating from an out-of-state boarding school that is accredited by a member of the
National Association of Independent Schools Commission on Accreditation to be eligible
for Tennessee HOPE lottery scholarship, if the student meets all other applicable
requirements for the scholarship. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9.
Status: Rolled 1 week.
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11. SB 1445 *Dickerson (HB 1383 by *Sexton)
Health Care - As introduced, adds administration of insulin to medications school
personnel may volunteer to administer. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 5.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment makes the
bill. Allows volunteers to receive training to administer insulin. Permissive on
schools to allow this. Parents must opt-in to allow the volunteer to administer
insulin to their child.)

12. SB 2280 *Dickerson (HB 1990 by *Powell)
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, revises the provisions
governing the criminal background investigation of any applicant for teaching or child
care positions. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 5.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

13. SB 2025 *Kelsey, Gresham, Ramsey (HB 1908 by *DeBerry J)
School Vouchers - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Choice & Opportunity
Scholarship Act". - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

14. SB 1602 *Bell, Gresham, Stevens, Yager, Johnson, Tracy, Hensley, Crowe, Tate
(HB 2249 by *Casada, Womick, Butt, Dunn, Sargent, White D, Matheny)
Textbooks - As introduced, restructures the textbook commission and the textbook
selection process. - Amends TCA Title 4 and Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Amendment makes the
bill. Restructures the textbook commission. Retains 10 member structure. Requires
3 members appointed by Governor, 3 members by speaker of the house and 3
members by speaker of the senate. Requires confirmation by the general assembly
of those appointed. Reduces bonding requirements for companies to bid on
Tennessee textbooks. Allows members to serve 2 consecutive terms. Subject to
criminal prosecution if members violate their oath of office. If a company violates
the gift ban their contract with the state will be voided. Requires that the
commission post reviews and public comments and consider these when making
recommendations. Recommended list must be posted on the web and approved by
the state board of education. Publishers required to submit complete books for
approval. )

15. SB 1773 *Bell (HB 1668 by *Kane)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, eliminates antiquated language from
the definition of home school student for purposes of lottery scholarships and grants so
that the definition matches the substantive provisions of law. - Amends TCA Title 49,
Chapter 4, Part 9.
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.
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16. SB 1963 *Bell (HB 2162 by *Matheny)
Education, Higher - As introduced, defines "college" and regulates the use of the word
"college" in the name of a postsecondary educational institution. - Amends TCA Title 49,
Chapter 7, Part 20
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee. (Allows postsecondary institutions to
use the term “college” without a qualifier if they are approved by a national
accrediting organization).

17. SB 1458 *Green (HB 1976 by *Pitts)
Basic Education Program (BEP) - As introduced, requires BEP funding to be based on
the average of equally weighted ADMs reported for periods 2 and 3. - Amends TCA
Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

18. SB 1597 *Green (HB 1457 by *Lamberth, Evans, Kane, Love, Hall, White M,
Rich, Wirgau, Bailey, Calfee, Shipley)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, creates the Tennessee Come Back
for Your Future scholarship program. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 4, Part 9; Title
49, Chapter 7; Title 49, Chapter 8 and Title 49, Chapter 9.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

19. SB 2007 *Green (HB 1839 by *Tidwell, Pitts)
Students - As introduced, permits an LEA, after three documented attempts to locate a
student, to remove the student from the LEA's enrollment records so the student is not
counted as a dropout. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 30.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

20. SB 1792 *Haile (HB 2196 by *Casada, Shipley, Keisling, Sargent, Forgety, Love)
Motor Vehicles - As introduced, authorizes LEAs to directly or by contract, install,
operate or maintain cameras on the outside of school buses to record vehicles unlawfully
passing stopped school buses; requires written notice to registered owners of the vehicles;
allows persons cited to pay the fine out of court; imposes additional penalties that apply
under certain circumstances. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 21 and Title 55,
Chapter 8.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

21. SB 1793 *Haile, Summerville (HB 1547 by *Rogers, Moody, Goins, DeBerry J,
Shipley, Pody, Ragan, Womick, Floyd, McCormick, Casada, Weaver, Kane, White D,
Dean, Brooks K, Evans, Eldridge, Holt, Powers, Hill T, Hill M, Windle, Van Huss,
Swann, Lamberth)
Education - As introduced, enacts the "Religious Viewpoints Antidiscrimination Act". -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 10 and Title 49, Chapter 6.
Status: Rolled 1 week.
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22. SB 2073 *Haile (HB 2217 by *Weaver, Dunn, Brooks H, White D, Moody,
Kane) Local Education Agencies - As introduced, defines as confidential, information
relative to school safety plans; provides that meetings involving school safety plans are
not subject to the open meetings laws. - Amends TCA Title 8; Title 10 and Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

23. SB 2294 *Haile (HB 2032 by *DeBerry J)
Human Rights - As introduced, makes certain discriminations against a student or a
student organization by a postsecondary educational institution a discriminatory practice
under the human rights statute. - Amends TCA Title 4, Chapter 21 and Title 49.
Status: Rolled 2 weeks.

24. SB 1940 *Johnson (HB 1871 by *Coley)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, requires every LEA required to provide family
life curriculum to provide the department of education and the state board of education
with a list of the specific curriculum used to teach the family life curriculum; requires the
report to include the contact information of every individual, non-LEA employee or
organization authorized to teach the family life curriculum. - Amends TCA Title 49,
Chapter 6, Part 13.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

25. SB 2197 *Ketron (HB 2042 by *White M, Brooks K)
Local Education Agencies - As introduced, allows credit for a local government, that
appropriates funds for education for a nonrecurring expenditure evidenced by a written
agreement with the LEA, when determining compliance with the local government's
maintenance of local education funding requirements. - Amends TCA Section 49-3-
314(c).
Status: Rolled 1 week.

26. SB 1692 *Massey, Gardenhire, Tate, Burks, Crowe (HB 1857 by *Williams R,
Jernigan, Pitts, Dunn, Brooks H, DeBerry J, Roach, Akbari, White M, Coley, Kane)
Tennessee Higher Education Commission - As introduced, expands the duties of the
executive director of THEC to ensure institutions develop and use electronic instructional
materials and related information technology accessible to individuals with disabilities;
creates the Accessibility Task Force to establish conformity with the director's new
duties. - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 2 and Title 49, Chapter 7, Part 20.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee.

27. SB 2002 *Massey, Burks, Gardenhire (HB 1735 by *Sexton)
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, defines dyslexia and requires
in-service training for teachers and other training collaboration by the department of
education with institutions of higher education concerning instruction related to dyslexia.
- Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.
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28. SB 2257 *Massey (HB 2121 by *Dunn)
Teachers, Principals and School Personnel - As introduced, provides that duty-free
teacher time for instructional planning shall be allocated on an individual basis. - Amends
TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.

29. SB 2519 *Massey (HB 2376 by *Armstrong, Camper, Akbari)
Education - As introduced, requires LEAs to survey students as to the availability of
Internet in their homes and report results to the department of education; the department
will report the results to the governor and the education committees of the house and
senate. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Passed as amended. Sent to Calendar Committee (Amendment states survey
will only be given once).

30. SB 1905 *Overbey (HB 1876 by *Ramsey)
Lottery, Scholarships and Programs - As introduced, allows students who would have
qualified for the STEP UP scholarship, if the scholarship had been in effect in 20122013,
to receive the scholarship as second year students in 2013-2014; provided the students
meet the continuation requirements for the scholarship at the end of their first year of
study. - Amends TCA Section 49-4-943.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

31. SB 2392 *Overbey, McNally (HB 1799 by *Swann, Forgety, Fitzhugh, White M,
Marsh, Brooks H, Casada)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, revises the reason for which an LEA may apply to
the commissioner for a waiver of a state board rule or regulation from "it inhibits or
hinders the LEA's ability to implement innovative programs designed to improve student
achievement" to "it inhibits or hinders the LEA's ability to meet its goals or comply with
its mission". - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

32. SB 2421 *Overbey (HB 2294 by *White M, Ragan, Coley, Rogers, Dean,
Alexander) Education, Curriculum - As introduced, urges the departments of education
and children's services to work together to enhance or adapt curriculum materials that
focus on child sexual abuse, including such abuse which may occur in the child’s home. -
Amends TCA Title 37, Chapter 1; Title 37, Chapter 5; Title 49, Chapter 10 and Title 49,
Chapter 6.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

33. SB 2063 *Southerland (HB 1942 by *Hawk)
Education - As introduced, permits municipalities to extend the terms of local school
board members in order to comply with the general law and synchronize local elections
to the general election. - Amends TCA Section 49-2-201.
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.
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34. SB 1702 *Niceley (HB 1824 by *Keisling, Brooks H)
Education - As introduced, provides for re-establishment of elected office of school
superintendent for county or city school systems upon two-thirds vote of county or city
governing body and approval in an election on the question by the voters in ten LEAs as
a pilot program to allow the department to study the relevant procedures of reestablishing
the office; provides for qualifications of candidates; adjusts duties of the local board of
education in county or city school systems electing superintendents. - Amends TCA
Title 49.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

35. SB 1881 *Niceley (HB 1697 by *Butt)
Education - As introduced, requires cursive writing to be taught in the third grade. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 6, Part 10.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

36. SB 1882 *Niceley (HB 1696 by *Butt)
Education, Curriculum - As introduced, mandates that the state board of education and
department of education shall immediately withdraw from the Partnership for Assessment
of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) and common core state standards. -
Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1; Title 49, Chapter 10; Title 49, Chapter 2; Title 49,
Chapter 3; Title 49, Chapter 5; Title 49, Chapter 6 and Title 49, Chapter 60.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

37. SB 2057 *Niceley (HB 2290 by *Spivey, Carr J, Hill M, Carr D, Farmer, Faison,
Shipley, Womick, Matlock, Calfee, Matheny, Williams K, Sanderson, Lollar, Tidwell,
Doss, Butt, Lynn, Hill T, Lamberth, Watson, Holt, Dunn, Durham, Goins, Bailey, Pitts,
Weaver, Forgety, Van Huss, Rogers, Alexander, Jernigan, Sexton, Floyd, Casada, Swann,
Travis, Pody, Hawk, Sparks, Moody, Fitzhugh, Shaw, Favors, Shepard, Johnson G,
Hardaway, Cooper, Akbari, Turner J, Miller, Jones, Stewart, Mitchell, Turner M)
Education - As introduced, requires the department of education to reimburse LEAs for
the costs of implementing and the ongoing costs to use common core state standards and
PARCC assessments. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

38. SB 2153 *Niceley (HB 2237 by *Alexander, Carr D, Keisling, Spivey, Hall,
Sexton, Lollar, Brooks K, Casada, Windle)
Education, State Board of - As introduced, requires members of the board to be elected
by congressional district for four-year term as current terms expire and vacancies arise. -
Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled to final calendar.

39. SB 2582 *Niceley (HB 2481 by *Hill M)
Education, Dept. of - As introduced, prohibits the department from requiring any LEA to
record by audio or visual means any student or teacher in the classroom. - Amends TCA
Title 49.
Status: Rolled 2 weeks.
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40. SB 2460 *Finney (HB 2295 by *Pitts, Tidwell)
Education - As introduced, requires a biennial survey of LEAs and public charter schools
by the department of education to find programs that encourage and support the study of
STEM fields by pre-K-12 students. - Amends TCA Title 49.
Status: Rolled 1 week.

41. SJR 0626 *Bell, Gresham
University of Tennessee - Directs board of trustees to work with university administration
to implement changes to the assessment and allocation of the student activity fees within
the University of Tennessee system; requires report to chairs of education committees by
January 1, 2015. –
Status: Passed. Sent to Calendar Committee.
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 House Local Government Committee

1. HB 2293 by *Durham, Kane, Littleton, Shipley (SB 2525 by *Bell)
Local Government, General - As introduced, revises the provisions governing altering or
revising the budget of the county department of education. - Amends TCA Title 4; Title
5; Title 6; Title 7 and Title 49.
Status: Passed. Sent to Finance Committee.

 House Finance Sub-Committee

2. HB0190 by *McCormick, *Dunn, *Ragan. (*SB0196 by *Norris, *Kelsey,
*Summerville.)
School Vouchers - As introduced, enacts the "Tennessee Choice & Opportunity
Scholarship Act". - Amends TCA Title 49, Chapter 1.
Status: Passed as amended by vote of 7 to 6 (with House Speaker as tie-breaking
vote). Sent to Finance Committee. (Amendment states that if 5,000 vouchers are not
all used by students from schools in the bottom 5% of schools, the voucher program
can be opened up to students in the bottom 10% of schools to use the remaining
vouchers.)

END OF DOCUMENT


